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Ch Ne of the {weeteft refrefbing merciés of 
WG God; tobis New England People, a- 
IS midjt all their wildernefs-sryalsy and 


———— 


nd full converfe with him, above what they could 
enj xy in the land from whence they came. Thisis * 
| that hath fweetned many a bitter Gup to 
Femnant of Trac; The Lord alone led hint; 
there was no range God with him, was 
concerning \frael of old, and this was accounted 
y enough when he led them into a land where nd 
dyelt, and which no man paffed.thorough.W hat. 
hath done for New-EKugland iz this re[peci,and 
: their Santtuary mercies bes\\thouhast here’ 
> though but atafte. Thefénetes may well'bé 
[heht to be leffe accurate, than aftbe Author hime 
jad publifhed them, and te want-foine polijhments 
trimmingsy which it were not fit for any other to 
3 however thou wilt find them full of ufefull 
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To the Reader. 4 
truths, and -mayeft eafily difcern bis Spirit, - 
Spirit above his own breathing in them. “y 

Concerning the Author 5 it were worth the wl, 

to write the fiory of haslife. a, 
It is needleffe to [peak in his commendation, ., 
works praife him in the gates... They that ki 
bint, know be had as real apprehenfions of the thi, 
of God, andlived as much withGod, and with, 
own beart , and more than the moft of Chriftians, 
Hehad bis ¢ducation at \mmanucl-College 
Cambridge. The Converfion and Change of, 
heart was wrought betimes when he lived in the T 
Derfity, and enjoyed Dr. Preftons Miniftery,wh, 
by God had the very beft and ftrength of his parts), 
years for bimfelf. When he was firft awakent 
lookt after Religion baving before fwam quietly % 
fiream of the times, be was utterly at a loffe », 
way totake, being much molefted with fuggeftio, 
Atheifm, (ia the depths whereof Junius wasq 
loft for '2 time) and moved andtempted tothe w 
of Familifm a/fo3 for fome advifed bimin this, 
dition togato Grindleftone aud.to hear Mr. Bi 
ley, and being informed that the people were wo, 
find a wlighty poffeffing ever powering prefences 
work of the Spirit when they beardhim, heveft 
upon the journey: 3 but Godin mercy diverted 
having referved bim for better things, Lethe: 


| phat they faidy and the Bocks of H. N. among 


ve(ty where necting wiih this paffage, Thata C 
fian. is fo fwallow’d up in the {pirit, that: 
ation foever the {pirit moves bim-to, fuppofe wl 
dome, he may do\ityand it isnt finto hims this 


_ ténough : for being againft thelight of his nal 


eon{cience, it bred in bim ‘an utter abborrency of. 
Yosfe and vile wayes and principles ever afters’ 


pre eth a 9S 8 a —— a a 


q Tothe Reader. 

Iintage alfo he bad, that Dottor Tuckney wes 

n his Tutor, whombe acquainted with bis condi 
| ty’ and bad bis direCtion and help in thofe mifera= 
| flu@uations and ftraits of his foul. Happy is 
nan whofe doubtings end in eftablifhments, nil 
Ha certum, quam quod de dabio certum, bat ~ 
a menarrive in Scepticifm,as the laft iffke & re- 

of ali their debates and thoughts of beart about 

igion, it bad been good for fuchaf they bad ne- 
HW Deen born. : 

After his beart was changed, it was obferved of 
Wp.that bis abilities of mind were alfo much enlar- 
I divinity, thoug bit be chiefly the Art and rule of 
will, yet raifing and perfecting the underftans 
gallos whichI conceive came to pafs chiefly by 
ens, that the fear of God fixed hint, and 
Ide him ferious, andtaught him to meditate, 
Nich zs the mainimprovement of the underftanding, 
Mprefore fuch as came to him for diveétion about 


Wir Gudies,he would often advife them tobe much in 
Wit stiony profefing, that having {pent fome time 
Itedit ation every day in bis beginning timesy and 


dq 


Riten down bis thoughts; he faw caufe now to 
| is God for it. He was affigned to the work of the 
Mbaltery ct a olen meeting and. conference of fun= 
Wy godly Minifters about it, there were to the uum 
of twelve prefent at the mecting, whofe folemn ad- 
ee Was thas be fhould ferve the Lord in the Gofpel 
Bais Son 5 wherein they have been the falvation of 
Aney a foul : for upon this he addvelt bimfelf to the 
T ky with that. reality and ferion, Ineffe in WON 
HL winning fouls, that his words made deep ime 
Wjtons, and feldome or never fellto the gros, 
Ale was lecturer a while at Esrles-conein Eftx 
Dich I take it was the firft place of his Miniftzry) 
4 A 3 where 


, was one thing be faid upon his deathbed, Lord, I. 
| Utley but thou art vighteous ; and to thofe that %, 


Tothe Reader, 


where he did much good, aid the people there, tho I 
now it is long fincey end many are gone, yet they bh 
a very precious and dep remembrance of bim, of} 
ghty power of God by bina to this duy. But} 
Lawad then Bifbop of London foon ftopt bis mor 
ana drove kin away, as be did many other go. 
Minijfters from Effex at the fame time. Afters, 
be lived at Butter-chrome in Yorkthire, at | 
Richard Darleys bot (e,till the Inigeity of thofe ti, 
hunted biw thence alfo. Then he went to N| 
thumberland till filenced there alfo; and being 4 
molefied and chafedup and down at hame, he fle 
New-England, and after fome difficulties and 
fayes, by great ftorms and difafiers at Sea upon | 
Bend: and Coafts of Yarmouth, which retarde 
Voyage till another year, he arvived there at la. 
where ke was Paftorto a precious fluck atCal 
bridge about fourteen yeers. He was but 46.) 
47, years od when he dyed. His fickneffe bey! 
with a fore throat, and then a {quinatyy and the 
fevers whereof ke dyed Auguft 25. 1649, 1 


\ 


} 


about hint, bebadethem love Felus Chrift deal| 
that lutle part that Lhave in bin, is no fall co, 
fort to me now. i: | \ 

Fits manner of preacking was clofe and Searchi, 


} ; +h I ' 7 } | 
| and with abundance of affe@ien and compa ffion 


biskearers, Ee took great pains in his prepara. 
ons for bis publick labours, accounting it a cur, 
thing todo tbe work of the Lord negligently 5 4 
therefore pending u fually two or three whole dayes 
preparing tor the work of the Sabbath, bad his 8 
wons finiived ufwally on Saturday by two of the cla 
He bath fonerime expres himfelf thus in public, 

Ariel Mies tc str Oe bet Pec 
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_—.  TotheReader- | 
Hod will curfe that mans labours that lumbers 
P 
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it is a wretched {tumbling block to fome, that his 
nous are fomewhat frre, and (as they term it) 
HJ! : fome fouls can relifh none but meal-mouth’d 
izchers, who come with foft and fmooth,and tooth= 
Wj words, byffina verba byflinis viris : Burtbefe 
f s need humbling Minifteries, and bleffed be God 
- there ave anys for wherethere are no Law- 
ons, there will be few Gofpel-lives , and were 
ie more Law-preachingin England by the men of 
As, there would be more Gofpel-walking both by 
Wixfelves and the People. To preachthe Law, not 
i fovc’d affedted manner, but wifely and powerful- 


Mtogether with the Gofpel, as Chrift himfelf was | 


Mitte do( Mat. 5. and elfewhere ) is the way ta 
Miry on all three together, fenfe of mifery, the appli 
Won of the remedy, and the returns of thankefulneffe 
WW duty. Nor is any doctrine more comforting than 
Ml bumbling way of God, if rightly managed. 

it is certainthe foundations of after-jorrows and 
Mes to the Church, have ever been latd in the days 
er profperity, and peacey andreft, when (he in~ 
Ws all her pleafant things. This the watchmen of 


Rel fhould foresee, and therefore what fhoulitkey 


Bbut feck tohumble and awakex, and fearch and. 


it mens hearts, and warn every one night ard 
i A4 day 
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Fo the Reader: a 
day with tears, thatinthe day of their peace, | 
may not fin amay the things of their Peace. Ti 
axe therefore three requelts, which we would deal 
beg of God, with bended knees for England, to pa 
tuate the prefent profperity and peace thereof ; an 
us commend them tothe mourning and praying 
amongft us, that they would be the Lords remembw 
cers in thefe Petitions. . | 

1. Arigh: under ftanding and fobér ufe of Libi 
For when People come fir(taut of bondage,they are’ 
to be not only fomewhat fond of their liberties, bi 
wax giddy and wanton with liberty, and inftea 
faking offthe Ll ody yokes of men, to caft off at. 
an parttbe Goucrument and bleed yoke of Chraftt 
fe...Hence it canes about, that a day of reft fi 
perfecution , which fhould be a day of liberty to 
Saints to ferve God may become a day of great 
duction, and of liberty.to feducing Spirits, to deceii 
and damn, and uuflead them from the truths il 
weyesofGod. But the machinations of men, thas 
in. conquntiton with the powers and gates of bellyfi 
certatuly fall at laft before Truth and Prayer. «| 
of ms is the firft Treatife whichis feafouably pi 
lif'd. . | ) e) 

Zo be faft bovind tothe rule with all the bonds «| 
cords of God and Manis tke Perfedtion of liber 
Hence there is not a furer Corner-ffone of ruine ti 
Chriftian Commonwealth; that God will break th; 
with unparallelid deftrudions by fome overflow! 
f{courge, when the day of vengeance is in his hei: 
than to think that Religion is none of their Liberty 
and yet how many fons of B-lials are there voic| 
counfell, neither is there any underftanding 
them, xbo imagine vainthings; and fay, Lei 
break his bands afunder, and caft away his ;| 
P| 


q To the Reader: | 
aus ? How do men run into extremes, either 
ching and paring every one to the Gyants. bed, 
| thereby denying, liberty to the Saints to ferve 
| _ according to the meafure of their Stature in 
it, or elfe onthe other hand opening the door fo 
| ", as to plead for liberty.to allthe difguifed ene- 
i and fins againft Chrafty thereby injtead of uni- 
_ the Saints in one, indeavouring through 2 
i dfull miftake to unite Chrift and Belial? It is a 
Whing when a man is come to this pa(fe, that he is 
Wirble to refolve his confcience whether Baal be 
ia, onthe Lord be God, and therefore wonld not 
i the wor (bippers of Baal punésht, for fear left Ba- 
ipould be God, - Is liberty nothing but indifferens 
fied arrefolution of fpirit in the things of God £ 
ilo the valley of vifion, even to a finfull Nation 
i Horie iniquity, and led away from the truth 
if isin Jefus,. and tothe Hoft of the high oncs 
iM ficon high, ix the day of his vifitation y if this 
ie {pirat of thefe times; for in the day when he 
s, God will vifit for thefe things. 
4, That his Word, efpecially the Word of bis 
tiel, may be precious and power full, may runand 
Worified in England. Alas | as there is much 
‘aching, but few serious, few heart-breaking Ser- 
iis: fo there is much bearing , but little effectual 
ing. Men ftand like the Oakes of Bafhan, be- 
the words of the God of Ufrael, no terrour of the 
WW, 20 news of ‘everlafting destruction, no evidence 


ihe fierce anger of Ged upon them, which burns 


i 
i 


imraco the bottom of hell, can take hold upon 
i fpivits, or awaken their confciences, tomake 
MNivies after God inthis their day :yea if the bars 
Albe pit of hel, were broken, andif the devils of bell 
ld come flying up amongst us, in our folemn Af- 
; Semblies, 


\ 
} 


_. ‘Tothe Reader. 
ferablies, from the fiery corners of the Pit below," 
everlafting burnings about their eaves, and | 
chains of darkuefs ratling at their heels they y\ 
fright men out of their wits perbaps, or frou the} 
of fi it may be for a time, but it would not york 
on their hearts, their defperate, dead,befotted he/' 
The fooles in Veael will have their fyinge in| 
lufts, and go to bellin a full cariere, let God d' 
bet. Ohbthe hardneffe of mens hearts! Ana 
main ealon of it, is becaufe they kear but a four 
words, but they do not hear the Lordin that Wi 
they bear words that are {poken by God, but they | 
not, they feenot God himfelf therein. If ever 
wouldest profit by reading or hearing, take e| 
word as a {peciall meffage to theefrom God 3 ai 
this fruitlefs bearing, and the rules of hearin, 
right is the other Treatife. 
3. Con{cience of his Sabbaths. Of which the| 
an elaborate difcourfe of this Author, formerly 1| 
lifh'd by himfelf. Therefore we fhall adde no Hi | 
The bleffiug of heaven go with thefe,to make us ay) 
ling People in the day ofhis power, to fubzs\ 
his Word, and to come under the wing of the Gou'' 
ment of Fefus Chrift, as effeeming thefe Spirit | 
mercies our beft mercies, our choycelt and deare§| 
berties. If ever the Lord Fefus ( which mercy ford 
Would take his dolefull'and finall farewell of | 
Englith Nation, as when he laid the tomb-ftone u| 
Jerufalem, fuch as thefe willbe bis mouruings (| 
us: Ob Jerufalem, Jerufalem, thou that kil| 
the Prophets and burneft them that are fencu! 
thee, asthey did in thetine of Pepery, ‘how of | 
would'I have gathered thy children together} | 
my Word and Spirit therein.) even asa Hen Et 
eth her Chickens under the wings ( of my /pe 
~ Gove) 


! 
‘ 
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- ‘Tothe Reader. - 

rament and Protection ? ) but ye would not; 

Id your houfe is ieft unto you defolate. But 
Word who doth not only make the day dark with 
» but alfoturneth the. fhadow of death into the 

jing, even the Lord avert ibefe evils, and the 
make the Englith Nation his Hephfibah, and 
dnd Beulah, which is the prayer of bis Monrs 
1s Sion, and of be . 


if 


1k Thy Servants in Jefus, and for 

; | Jefus fake, | 

q 5 ee ! William Greenbill, | 
4 Rett. 4 Samuel Mather. 
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¥ He precious memory of the Au‘ 
WWENG ae of chefe enfuing SER MON 
ify Psa? necds no reviving ro any gract 
Ke leggy heart, that had any knowledg!l 
ad him. Yeathe world knows in | 
, (though but in a litle parc) by fome pieces <4 
| formerly Printed (while he was yee wich as)! 
this Author was, what it owes to God for! 
and how juftly it might figh over bis grave, "| 
that of the Apoftle, Of whom the World wal 
worthy! His praife throughout all che Churc! 
is farce above any addition by fo mean a pi 
writes thefe lines. But icisnot fit that che! 
page of any thing publifhed after his death (' 
I doubt not but his death is long ago publi!) 
took notice of } fhould go without fome 4f 
nefle of a mournfull remembrance thereof, wi! 
indecd no tears can fufficiently lament. We 4} 
fometimes fate under bis foadow, and were! 
from God by him, (the poor flock of this Si 
berd) among whom he lived,te/ti fying Repenta| 
tewards God, and faith towards ovr Lord 7 
Chrifts and whom he fometimes exhorted, com|| 
ted and charged every one of us as aF ather doth ' 


| Tothe Chriftian Reader. 
ien 3 we cannot but carry forrow in: the: 
ye of our hearts to thisday, thac wee mutt 
Wee his face no more. N-icher do we believe 


| his loffe remains with us alone, or only with- 


 timigs of this remote wilderneffe ; the be- 
rand confequently the want) of fuch a bur- 
and hining Light, is of more generall cone 
ent than we eafily. apprehend , efpecially in 
bee, wherein’ not only many fis in netter 
refle, bute which is more, the new Light 
Hof is darkne fle; and the Love of many wax- 
id. But-wemuftall. be filent before Him, 
| judgements are unfearchable. Neither 
Wwe prefume to fay to him, What doef 
i> , 
flisinftandy and nor without caufe defired by 
», that fuch reliques of his Labours as do fur- 
him, nay be (at leaft fome of them) impart- 
I the publick. To cffe& any ching confide- 
|}: that way, isnot an eafie or fudden work. 
Hhis (mall piece being at prefent attained 5 it 
Hed not amiffe co let jt pafs ihe Prefs. Thefe 
| fome of his Lecture Sermons, Preached moft 
leminthe year, 1641. They are now tran- 
Hed by agodly Brocher, partly from the Au- 
i; own notes, partly from what he cook from 
Houch:- .Thefubje& ( inboth the Texts)is ; 
ieat ufe, and'necdfull for chefe cimes 5 wher- 
Hicre is more Liberty, than good ule of it 5 and 
fj: more commonand outward, than faving 
‘effe&tuall knowledge of the word of God. 
fe pofthumous editions are far fhort of what 
qAuchor was wont to do, and of what the Sere 
hs were in preaching. . Buc hough the fenfe 
jot. every where fo full, nor every thing, fo 


paper any hes treme 
re RU ak Ai 


__ Tothe Chriftian Reader. 


__-thorowly fpoken to, nor the ftile fo good by! 


(as the Authors manner was ) yet the intelli’ 
Reader will find a precious treafure of truthi | 
not fit to be buried or negle&ted. The Pro 
donot live for ever, buttheir words do :_ 
Lord makethem {uch ever-living words as 
_ take hold ofall our hearts, not for judgem 
but for mercy , for one of chefe wayes they, 
lives yea, rife up atthe laftday. © | 
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provokes God, to bring into bon- 
Page dage. °° 3 
Dhdage : : What it is to which | Reafons of tt. 9,10 Ce 

Ged delivers them that caft What Gods goverament is. 

his government. 7 | The forts of it. 
jon by forein enemies. Internall:. 4 And Externail. 
ting authority againft them. Want.of government, 4 judgement.8 
fing them by one another. va When men may be [aid to caft off 
away good Governour's. Chriftegovernment. 18. fee 24.and 
‘them up to Satan, ~~ fee Ordinances, When men fubmit to 
o their own Jufts. 3. Chrift- 20,21. 20 29 
sare the fins, for which a In: Chrifts- government, he ufeth 
ngsinto Bondage? * threefold power. , 30 
cof the good and the ‘nicked, ateities ‘to. come under’ Chrifts Go- 
vi ‘aan en i 5 uermments 35 


ahr she 0-74 


L. 
[ ‘wes, the canfes o sof the breach 
arch of ' wt why ‘depri aa 0 of Peds 
her liberty. e of Lawes. 67 


h- members that are Ee What prudence i is tobe ufed in male 
ntheir duties are.48.what (yc. ‘ing’ Laws. 


f And how for human laws bind. sone 
te es of their negleth ae Gods Law onely can immediately 


- hepedalancpnaped pants igead: tala: Paves few, Fe ation to te 
mathem than they.dow..% 53 


sant of God, if br oken,. God re- ee “a C oH 2 wee. ox i 
: | fs fis as break i. 3 | of Pe Srp gi 
ak Covenant-with chrift, is to : 
|: his gouernmentigg Keine. 3x | Lier [Pe Governments ‘the Vocerfé 


le of God ir be’ faid to break, bee es tier is 
joe a G: ye > 33 Love to Chrift, a fignof ag to 
a) ort 2% oe 0 4) hime 84 
jOvernment 2 fee Powel. \ To | Love'to Geds people, another fign..8 4 
i caft of Gods Government, | Who'de not love Gods people. 85 
M. 
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“THE TABLE. 


What power a private member a 


M. burch hath. 41 
Agiftrates, We ave to be fub- | 3. There is a Minifteriall Powe’ 
ject to them, and why. | 64 | What this Power is. Ty 


When Chrifts power is caft offin this | Power of Chrift,in a Commonwe | 
refpeét, not being fubjedt to'them. 64 | whenits caft off. | 
And objections about this anfwered.} See Majeftrates. | 
| Re re 6 | Of inferiors power, and when fl 
Minifteriall power what itis. $4 | caft of | 


And if this be not sees Coes is 
R. 
Eproofs , to be taken, an | 
| taking of them, is the1| 


caft off. 69 
And when men defpifed it. 62 
| . of a Chriftian, and a Hypocrite. | 


O. 
Rdinances, When men adde 
their own inventions to. Gods S. 
Ordinances, they caft off Chrifts.Go- | Aran, to be given over to hi | 
vernment. (34 judgement of God. 
We muft take heed off this; and why. Service, what itis. | 
«) 938 | Servants cenfured for ramming. 
When men deftroy Ordinances.and-de- | their Maffers... | 
ny them, they caft off Chrifts £0: | Subjection, fee Governunel®. 
vernment. sovig5 | Dangerous not to yeeld Subjeri) 
Zo caft of ordinances, is a retin | Chrift. 
of Satan. Subjedton to Chrift, wheni it 4 
When Chrift is thruft out sf ‘ida af * yeelded. 
ces, bis government is caft.off. 39 | Direétions how to-yeeld juve 
To pollute Ordinances whatat * 39 vp “ 
3. To contemn them. - 40 ' 
2.Tousethem with unbroken, hearts 6 Say 
40 Pate We aré™| 
3. Tonfe them without faith. 4t | thanke full for our labert 


4. By not looking to Crah 18 in them 41 |» freedom from bondage. | 
Motives and Direé&iens to it. 99) 


ore ObjeEions' anfarered that bine: 
Ower, fee Gover nment Power vib ae 
of Chrifti in Government. : 7" 
3. Abfolute.. 2. Derivatives 3° sa ina 
nifteviall. Uae "Fhe oid 
1. Abfolute and Kingly: 6 mbm (0 He 
capt. off this. . AD 


2. Derivative power which Chri ahh, 
gives to the ne Gharchaerhet this. Ages 
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He greateft part of this Chapter is fpentin 
ferting down that famous War which 
Shifhak King of Egypt made againti Re» 
hoboam King of Fudah. 

: c The caufe ofthis War in regard of 

= Shifbakis not fer down 3, probable con- 

Mes'there be: Feroboamprobably might be treache- 

Hi who having a party in Egypt, left Rehoboam fhould 

H} too great, together with fome other pretended 

figs, might awaken this Bear from his den 5. but 12 re- 

MofGod, you may fee the Reafon fet down, Kerf. 2 

Bi fethey had tranfereffed againft the Lord. 

Mie time of this War is fet down in the sr. Verf. When 
 eftablifhed the Kingdome by wholefome Lawes, ¢- 
13 Gods worfhip, and countenancing godly meriy 
0eIh 16, §7: which continued three years, and 
| fitengthened 


— 
oT 
. 


N <a 


A wholefome Caveat. 


fivengthened bimfelf by fortified places, and munitio. 
for war, as in the foregoing Chapter appears. Now w, 
he had moft peace and quiet, he and all Ifrael fudd¢| 
forfake the Lord, which was the fourth year; and inj 
fifth year comes Shifhak, and with a mighty hoaft-we} 
all before him untill he come to the chief City. 7 
Now in Verf. the §. and 6. is fet down the repenti| 

of the people with their Princes efpecially. Shema' 
who no doubt had fpoke againit their idolatrous cot] 
before, takes his feafon when they were low and tail’ 
and tels them the true caufe of their mifery, Verf. 5. ] 
ny fins there were in the Land, asIdolatty, and Wh] 
domes, &c. yer the venom was, They had forfaken| 
Lord: Letthe fin be whatit willbe, yetlet it be fe} 
one as men forfake the Lord by ir, that’s the provocat} 
hereupon they humble themfelves, fome effeCtually,f] 
hypocritically, yer all outwardly, and fay the Lor] 
righteous; they-extenuate not their fin, they lay not 
blame on man,no not on Shifhak, but fee the Lord, ji] 
fiehis proceedings, The Lord isrighteous, we unrig 
ous, alrhough it were more heavy then itis. Sat 
Now in the 7. Verf- and in the words read is fer di} 
the mitigation of Gods plague, and the moderation 0 | 
chaftifement, I will not pour out ak my wrath, yer tl} 
it not fit to fhew perfeé deliverante, I’le make them) 
vants, to let them know, Cyc. 4 
There are two parts in the words read. a | 
x.The punifhment or chaftifement on 7udah for forfa | 
the Lord, and backfliding from him, which is bonj| 
and privation ofthe liberty they had, they muft be)! 
fhaks fervants. —@ 
2. The Lords end, it was very gracious, That) 
may know my fervice, gy. | 
For explication. | 

y- What is meant by fervice ? ) 
Anfw. There are twothings in fervice. 1. Govi| 
ment. 2. SubjeGion: cheerfull obedience to that} 
vernment. ‘Both the Hebrew word, asalfo the na 
of the thing ir felfhath thefe two. | 
God fets ap his Government over a people,his peopl 
or fhould fubjeG@ cheerfully to this government; By f 
fervice istherefore meant my government, and youu 


1 


jection wrought by me tothis government. . 


| 
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for atime of Liberty. ei 


ia 2. They {ali know. : 
Not bythe knowledge ofthe brain, for that they 
/ now, but knowledge of experience, asit’s faid in: 
@ 6. ult. When I fhali have made the Land defolare: 
| their habications , they fhail know that 1 amrthe 
_ Now what fhalltiey know ofit? 2 
Mii. The diffcrence berwe-n them, the forrow of the 
Behe {weet of the others. the mifery of the one, and’ 
Bidnefie of the other; the sondage of the one, and: 
Mbercy of che other. ~ 
Bhere might be many things obferved from the words, 
Mite only che generall. 
bier. That when any people of God farfake the Lord, pos. x, 
Wifi off his government over them, they provoke the Lord we, 
them under the bondage of another government. They 
ponte Gods liberry muft be under bondage; the Lord 
a Kingdome in this world moft gloriouyjhence when: 
vill not be under ir, if chey will nor be ruled by him, 
ronft be ruled by the whip; and if Chrifts laws can- 
hi Chrifts chains muft. fer. §..19. And it fhall come 
Ihe when yefiall fay, Wherefore doth the Lard all thefe 
Hi unto us? then fhaie thou anfwerthem, Like as ye have 
Meen me, andferved firange gods inyour land, fo fhallye 
(trangers in a land that isnot yours. Pfal, 109.10, 11- 


| 
Bas fitindarkneje and in the {badow of death, being. 
WN in affliétion and tron, ‘becaufe they rebelled againjt the 
is of God, and contemned the counfell of the moft high. 
HB. 20. 24,25. Becaufe they had not executed my Fudge~ 
ME, but bad defpifed my Statutes, and polluted my Sab- 
WB doc. Wherefore I gave them alfo flatutes that were not 
Band judgements, whereby they (hould not live, ¢yc.Lach. 
BS,16. And the Lord faid unto me, Take unto thee yet 
Bi truments of a foolifh Shepherd. Verf. 16+ For lo I will 
BR op.afhepherd inthe land which fhall not vifit thofe that 
off. nor feek the young one, nor heal that that is broken, 
Wied that that flandeth fiill, ec. 
hen people break covenant with God, and. loath: 
then faith the Lord, V’le notfeed and shen he fers 0- 
ahem Idol fhepherds. : 
diisis certain, when the foul will nor fabjedt ir felf to 
he goes abont to fubject God to him,nay to his luits,. 
N3. 24. Thouhaft made me to ferve with thy fins. For 
}fchem mutt ftoop, anda man would have the Lord: 
ercitull, patient; and pistifullcohim, when he isin: 
| Bie. league. 


j 


ftood, and was for God, allcreatures ferved hia 


A wholefome Caveat. 
Jeague with his lnfts, now this the Lord will not de 
hence, if he does not defiroy him, he with-draws 1} 
felf from ferving of the creature, and hence orher ¢] 


take hold of it, and bring it under. When ¥ A 


SEER 


‘ 
te 


the riches of Gods goodneffe preferved him, the 1) 
communicated the fweet of his government or fer} 
to him: bur when turned away. from the right Ww. 
of God : Nowifthe Lord fhouldferve him by ge, 
ning of him in goodneffe, he fhould ferve a iff, and | 
rothe creature, nay toa luft, which is a viler th 
then for one creature to fall down and worfhip || 
‘ther. Therefore now hence it comes to paffe, bec! 
the Lord will nor be a fervanrto any mans lufi,chere’] 
be fome other government that mutt feize vpon tf] 
Hence® fer all the Saints in the Churches with t 
faces fubje&ed tothe Lord, his gooa wiland rig] 
ous wayes, and then his goodnels {hall flow dows) 
on themin a through Chrift, for otherwife we 1] 
nothing todo with good, but when we are fer righ] 
God. Hof. 2. 19. Iwill betroth thee antame for evel, 
I will betroth thee unto me in righteoufncffe, in Judgen| 
in loving kindneffe and mercy, ¢y+ The Lord will | 
command ali creatures tobe ferviceable to his Ch) 
and people 5 Verf. 21,22. Bur on the contrary m] 
muftneeds feizupon the foul thar doth caf off thi) 
vernment ofthe Lord'Jefus: Thus much for the g 
rallexplication of rhe point. 

Now in particular. 4. Whatis this covernmer| 
ferviceofGod? 

2. Whatisthat bondage he captivates his unto ? | 

3. Why doththe Lord dothus? anes 5 

Queft. 1. What is this: government or fervice of,| 
which being fhaken off the Lord gives them over to] 


“ “i 


\ 


dage? | 
Anf. There is a double government of the Lord] 


his people. 4 

i. Internal! or inward, of which our Saviour {pi} 
Luk.1qeat. The Ringdome of God (faith Chrift) ¢) 
not by obferudtien and outward pomp; For behold, 
kingdome of God is within you :~And_ this is not} 
elfe in’ general! , but when the Lord doth by hiss’ 


inthe word of his grace caufe the whole foul wi 


ly to fubmit and fubject itfelf ro the whole will of | 


| _ for a timeof Liberty. — 

-asit’s made knows toit 3 thisis the inward king 
of God and government of Chriftin the foul. Ro. 8° 
So many as ave led by the Spirit are the fons of God. PI. 
2. The Lord {hall fend the rod of thy firength out of 


dc. 2. Cor. 10.4. For the weapons of our warfare are 
arnall, but mighty through God the. pulling down of 
7 holds. Vert. §. Bringing into captivity every thought 
b obedience of Chrif. Thereare mighty boiiterous di- 
pers, but the Lord when he comes in his Kinggome, 
: upon ‘the royal! throne ofthe hearts of his people, 
they flie : and this is the inward Kingdom 
Birift, like a poor Subject pardoned and received 
your, he is before the face of che Prince continually 
-ding on him. Revel. 7. 44, 15. Thefe are they 
fh came out of great tribulation, and have wafbed 
M yobes, and made them “white in rhe blood of the Lamb. 
: 15. Therefore ave they before the throne of God, and 
We bir day and night in his Temple, Gc. Now this is 
Bot in part by Gous fervice in thefe dayes; do you think 
Lord cared for thoufands of Rams ? no, but to walk, 
Mbly, Mica. 6. Did he care for Témple aud Ordi- 
‘ces 20, but Ifa.1. 19. If he be willing andi obedient, 
all eat the good of the land. Neh. 9.920. In. thofe 

hee gave them his good Spirit to inftruct 


C 


. External or outward , the end and inftigation of 
ich was co fet up and help forward the inward; for 
prnall Ordinances are nothing in themfelves, 
lin things, but as they are appointed’ ‘and fanctif- 
for this end, they are moft glorious: and there- 
| Chrift rhrearens the Jewes, Matth. 21. 43- That 
B Kingdome {hould be taken from thems what was that? 
ely notinward , for tharthey had nor, but the out- 
Bd and exrernall means called Gods kingdony all thefe 


Mis and means fhallbe taken from you, and aj laid 
hous. Now this externall kingdom of Chrift ts dou- 


/ 


| 
I. The externall kingdome or government of God 
Bhis Church, in the adminiftration ani execution, 
i {abje@ion to the blefled Ordinances of God, where- 
Bathe power and Kingdome of Chrift is {cen, and 
Bas, Dan. 2.44, 48. Dan. 7. 27. It fhall be grven to the 
nts of the moft high, gc. Notto prophane herds of 
ts or cages of unclean birds, buc to the Saints 
Ley Ba of 


” 


~ ofthe moft high, Whofe hinedome i is an. everlafting | 


reste veet fubordination one wate another for himfe, 
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dome, and all the Princes of the world fhall bjt 
felves to this kingdom of Chrift. 

‘This outward Kingdom Chrift adminiftreth ar | 
his people inthis world: And this was part of the 3 
government over his people herein, though various, 
one form now. 1 

3. Of the Common- wealth, which may have. a 
forms, and had inthe time of Ifrael, but ic receiv 
law from God, and governing for God, hence ir w, 
government of God, and fubjeGion berenn: re) wash, 
«ion and (ervice to God himfelf » And hence whe} 
people caft off Samuel, 1 Sam 8.9. They have i 
jeGed thee but me, Rev-11. 15. The kingdomes of the, 
are become the kingdomes of our Lor ad and of his Chrift 
he fhall reign for ever andever. Fer although the 4} 
mon-wealth of J/rael was made wp of the Church, | 
hence Jofephus calsita Theocracy,where the Lord go 
éd 5 and yet the fame thing had dive/s umes, forme; 
refpeds,and hence there was a divenfe government , 
and hence made diverte, 2 2 Chron.i9.5, 8. Febofaphe| 
Judges inthe land throughout all the fenced Cities. Sv, 
the wildneffe, Loldnefs, & carelefne{s of mens heart;| 
they do-notonly need lawes, but watchmen over. 
ro fee ti ney be kept: and tience the Lord appointe 
chief, fome Judges in every Ciry, and alfo fome in ¢| 
Village, as by proportion may be gathered, Exod. 1] 
‘very ten men had one over them. 

Now this was the bleffed wifdome. of God to 4 


Every one profeffing his name is made for Gog) 
Chiift, as Lordof Loras, unto whom every knee mujh 
acs inwardly fubjed. 

Hence the Lord (it beingnot good to leawa 
to bimifele) eredts a. Kingdome of the Church wich 
own power, and authority, and government in it for) 
end. 

3. This being poor and. fhiftlefle againtt inward! 
outward revenge, hence the Lord fers up Kingdor 
the world, which either rale for chis end or.thefe ens) 
hor, ifthey donor, they are toanfwerit, and thal | 
day to Chrilt, whom God hath made head over all thin 
the Church.Eph.1. 22. lfthey do, then their governm| 
judgement aad kingdome i is the Lords in afpeciall a 


‘ aH 


_. — for atime of Liberty. 
ll. and hence break the yoak of fubje@ion to any one 
ele, you caft off Ghrift, the Lords government and 
ce 5 and being fo linked: tegether, in truth if you 
Mk one you break all , and this will provoke the Lord 
ake youkiffe the clink , andto put your necks under 
bondage that refufe fubjedion to him. orky 
Huet. 2. Whar isthac bondage or other government Qucji. 2. 
Which the Lord gives over his people when they have 
offhis government, this will provoke the Lord if 
ord be caft off, and the cafting off the government 
@hrift will bring the moft famous Kingdoms,Churches 
Families into bondage; you will fay what is this 
age? when isit that the Lord takes his feafon for 
‘Bexecntion ofir ? 
‘g. The Lord takes his own times to do it,thefe were Anfy. x. 
G, moneth before the Lord ,fent Shifhak: Here he was 
| e quick. Nebuchadnezzar comes at laft, and many 
Ws*cis before the Lord doth it. 
(@, The Lord is various in working, as heis wonder- Anfw. 2. 
Lid hath divers wayes or means of bondage, he hath 
lc prifons and chaines than one. 
eft, fometimes the Lord opens the door of a King- 
h or State, for the inrode of fome forraign, or ic may be 
iibarous Enemy,breaking in fometime by power, com> 
vin fometime by.craft, and then ruling like Lions, 
chthe Lord makes to vex and prick the people of 
s thus here their lives were pared, bur liberties loft. 
ns Fudg.2.13, 14. They forfook the Lord, and ferved Ba- 
Md Afbtaroth. Andin verf. 14. The anger of the Lord 
bed hot againft Ifracl, and he dilvered them into the 
at's of fpoylers that {poyled. them. Ver. 15. Whitherfoe- 
A rhey went out, the hand of the Lerd was againft them for 
. And this the Lord doth many times fuddenly,thae » 
tf would never think chat ever the Lord fhould defo 
ken; the Lord can be as quick to punifh, as man to fin, 
ithat unexpedtedly. Eccl, 9. 12. Afan knows nev bts 
He- but are taken like fifh inan evill net fuddenly, Lam. 
2. The kingdomes of the earth, and all the inhabitants of 
world would not have beleoved, Judg. 5%.&. They fet up 
i> gods, and war was in the gate. . 
h. Sometimes the Lord turns the edge of that lawfull 
Mhority God hath fet over them againfi themfelves, to 
f ja heavy fcourge from God upon them : Thurs it was 
Ach Sfrael in Egypt, Exod. 1+8,9. there arofe a King 
| B4 whic 


| 
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you no more, that which dyeth let it dye, ¢y that which is| 


4 


A wholefome Caveat 


which knew nor Jofeph, and it’s faid then they were, 
preffed. Thus Jeroboam whom the ten Tribes ct; 
Hof. 5. 11. he oppreffed. the people he will by 
novating, and this becomes their oppreffion : Thus 
people-under rhe reign of degenerate Solomon ( tho, 
their.complaint might be in part unjuft. ).« Such isthe 
nome of fin an unfubduedneffe to the Kingdom G| 
that the Lord turns light into darknefle, and m 
anaking head matter of forrow to all the ftate and|| 
dy of people. Ecclef. 10. 16. Wo to thee, O Land. when 
King is a child. And one man fhall doa world ofh 
one Shebna or Amaziah, and this the Lord doth in jut! 
many times for cafiiug off his government. (| 

3. Sometimes the Lord gives a people up into the hg 
of one another tobe mutuall pppreffors of each: oti 
that aman neighbour fhalibe his oppreffor: Zach.) 
9 Iwill pitty no more the inhabitants of the land, 1, 
deliver them every one into his neighbours hands. I will \ 


off Let it be cut off, and fet the reft eat every one the flefh o 
nother. Sometimes the Lord is pleafed ro fend marvel, 
firaits into aplace, thatmen are forced to imbong) 
themfclves. fometimes by’ words as biter as death) 
fharp as arrows; the Lord is pleated for the forfakin,| 
his righteous wayes to make.a mans felf rip his own || 
wels, the father againft the childe, the mafter fhall |) 
fcourge to the fervant,and the fervant fhall be a {courg} 
his mafter; weary him of his !ffe, the government of | 
Lord inamans heart or family being caft off, Mic} 
455- Truft not ina friend ; No greater bondage in| 
world then for men profefling the Lord, to be defpeni| 
Jy fer one againft another. | 
4. By taking fromapeople all that righteous por 
of government the Lord hath fet over them, when a p| 
ple defpifing the Lord and inward government firft (| 
there all begins ) and fo not prizing whatthey have,)) 
praying for them, nor dubjeGing torhem, the Lord he) 
upon fends fome fickneffe, or fome other evill, ¢ 
they are either fuddenly taken away, or gradually, él 
when they are gone,all fink, or elfe {uch croffe carriag 
that as Mofes faid, fofay they, Icannot bear this peop 
Thus Fudges 21. 25. Men did what was right in their | 
eyes when there was no King in Irael. No State fo mile) 
ble asan Anarchic , when every One isa flave, becat, 

eve 


for atime of Liberty. - 


y one will be a Mafter. Thus, Ifa. 3.1, 2. 6. Be aru- 
Hp us. No, Plenot undertake ro rule. So, 3 Chro. 15. 
. when without a teaching Prieft, then no peace at all, 
will not be under government of them, you fhall not 
chem, they fhallreftin peace, and you fhall chen 
the want of them. 7 

. By giving them over to Satans, and their own 
ts lufts, that feeing they will not fervethe Lord,they 
ferve their lufts and’ their fins, that now the Lord 
pe left off chaftifing of men, and, confcience fhall , 
‘kno more,profper,faiththe Lord, & go on in thy fin, © 
L8r. 12. Sol gave them up to their own hearts lufts, 
they walked after their own counfels. Rev. 22.11. Let 

We that is filthy be filthy ftill. . 
Miyhen the Lord fhall give aman over to Satan, not on- 
) winnow him, to let ont the chaffe, and fo to make 
grain the purer, or to buffer chem as he did Paul, but 
fanfnare them, and hold them, that he fhall 
only cempt, but his temptations fhall take, and not 
Waly take, but holds, 2 Tim. 2. ult. Who are taken captive 


I 


Man is beyond the reach of ail means, only perad= 
Bure God may give repentance, fa. 1. 5. Why fhould ye 
Mricken anymore ? ye will revolt yet’ more and more. 
He Lord leaves {miting, and fayes, Go on and profper in 
finne : and which isthe worft of all, Satan. fhall fo 
Wade him and harden him, fill him with pride, paffion, 
2, hatred of Gods people , cavilling againft che 
ds wayes of gracé, flighting of his betters defpifmg 
vyholefome counfell from his deareft friends, that he 


wsnot that gray hairs ave upon him. And after this when 


fom the ftory in this Chapter. 
i Reafon x. Inregard of the righteous Judgement of 
f. It’s juft and equall thar he that will nor be ruled 
mhis bleffedLord jefus, he fhouldbe ruled by his 
Mis 5 hechatwill uot be in fubjection to a mercifull 
Ba ift, he fhould bein bondage to unmercifull men: 
fan humbled heart will acknowledge, as thefe 
mM here, Verf. 6. They acknowledged the Lord tobe 
miteous ¢ Man being fallen it had been righteous yi 

vs Y 


ed 


Reaf. 2: 


~ that would not go free was to be a bondman for ¢ 


"ally his pecuMar ones, that hereby they keep the c} 


‘are many times never truly. taught a truth tll they, 


A wholefonee Caveat 


God to have left all men as the Angels rhat fell inc) 
of darknefle for ever. Butamong his Church and} 
ple the Lord fends the Gofpel to proclaim spe 
with it fends Chrift with his Spirit, to come to the pr‘ 
doores Of poor finners, to give repentance as. well al 
miffion of fins, and now if they will nor come out of | 
bondage, accept of the Lords liberty, ‘tis excee: 
righteous to deal with chem as we do with prifonersy 
demned to die; if the Prince comesto the prifon- dei 
andfayes, 1am come to give thee thy life, nay and} 

is pardon 5 nayfavour, and to pull off thy chaines ° 
viow ifhe faiesno, I had rather be in prifon 3 everyi 
will fay iris juft; ‘and as it was in the year of Jubili 


*Tis very righreeus to give men their own choyce, ’t 
wrong toler themhave their ewn will : If indeee| 
laws of Chrift were Draco’s lawes, hard and heavy, t! 
were fomething to obje@, but they are moft fweer, || 
for which of all other bleflings men have caufe to b| 
him, Pfal. 147. ult.° i 

Reafon 2. Inregard of the mercyor mercifull ‘| 
dom of the Lord towards his Church and people, eff 


tothe Lord,feta higher price upon the rules and gov 
ment ofthe ond, love his kingdome the more, ang 
liberties thereof , andufe them better when they | 
them again, fo here, that they may know my fervice, ta 

1. How {weet itis. Experience we fay is the Mit 
of fools; fuch isthe foolifhnefs of mens hearts thati| 


taught it by fenfe, Prov. 5. 11. and thou mourn at laft 1 
thy flefh is confumed, tell aman ofall the glory of|| 
Saints, they never underftand irtill they feel it, tell’ 
of the woe of their wayes5 they will not: believe i! 
they fee it, Pfal.32: 9. Be not as the horfe or mule that }| 

no underftanding, whofe mouth yuft be held in with bit: 
bridle. Hofeave. 11. Ephraim is like an Heifer th A 
taught. Likeuntamed Horfés that will caft cheir nm 
unleffe they: be held under and backt, and then they 
gentle, fo ’tishere; and truly ’cis long before a man! 
learn the fweet of Chrifts government : hence Ifraelt| 
be long in Egyptian bondage , and many long miferiel! 
that if there be cither juftice or mercy in the Lord: 
will do this, and this point fhall be true. a : 


| for atime of Liberty. 
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Wereft liberty isto be under the government of Chrift 
s, although’ men do nor think fo: hence che Lord 
MW them here they fhall know my fervice, they might 
iW: replyed we do knowit. No, till they be in bonds 
Wy know it not, nor cannotlearnit. $0 ’tis now-5 and 
lice let men obferve whiles they liveloofly, andare 
b by their own wifdome , for their own ends, ac- 
ding co their own will, atperadventures, at rovers, as 
f eo they dothink this liberty very {weer 5 and 
| betrer than-co be curb’d in: But let the Lord ftrike an 
daw in the heart of thefe wilde bucks, that have broke 


ac and pale, fend affliction, and an Iron yoke of ferrow 
| them,or difirefle of confcience, if there be any fenfe 
@ feeling left, they will bemoan themfelves, and fay, f 
think my liberry fweet, but now I fee ’tis bitter ina 
nll. way : and the Lords way was mott {weet, by their 
4; confeffion. Hence Pfal. 2.3. Let us break, their 
Ais, ¢¢c. But Oh now hence learn this cruth, and ai- 
ic throughly, that the greateft liberty lies here: do 
ia thy judgement think Chriftian liberry lies, inbeing 
fac fromthe law as arule of obedience in refpeé of the 
rer ofitto be done, nor in thy practice; butknow, 
gh thou didft meet with a-thouland Sorrows with it 
griefs, yet tisfweet. Chrifts yoke, (Mat. £1. 30.) 16 
a:, and his burthen light. What? When not a hole to 
jae his head in, when a reproach of men, awormand 
ran, when he bore the Fathers wrath? Yes, when he 
@ meck under it, (not mine but thy will be done) it was 
5 h moft fwéet, « Kings9. 21,22. To bea fervant to 


| 
| 


) 


f 
i 
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mon is no bondage, Pfalm.119. 32: Iwill run, when 
ll (halt inlarge my heart. 

/fe 2. Hence fee the reafon why the Lord hath de- 
red his Churches of their liberty, and his government 
t them at fundry times, .and hath pur them under fron 


al! 
py! 


if \ 
| es, and bonds,and fore preflures, the reafon is fhewn. 
iy haveeither openly or more (ecretly caft off the go- 
dMpment of the Lord, here hathbeen the very wound 
i jaile of all Churches famous and glorious, Pfal. 8r. 
A Ob that they had bearkened, I floald then {aon have fub- 
PP thezr enemies. - The caufe is nor fo hard to find toa 
Bierning fpirit whois privy in any meafure to the coun- 
Mhof God, 1 King. 9.8,9. Solomon hath apromife that 
Lords eyes and heart fhall be to his people which are ne 
Dil | er 


es 
Je x. Hence then fee thar the greateft liberty and Ufe 1. 


et 
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der him: butif once they flip the Coller, then wo; 
why ?Becaufe they forfookthe Lord that brought ther, 
of Egypt, they had liberty, but they caft it off. i 


What do you think was the moving caufe c' 
thofe bloody perfecutions, when the blood of-dog:| 
more precious then of Chriftian Churches? were, 
they godly ? yes, I do not doubt of ic : bur as it 
here, though humbled they muft be in bondage, bec} 
they had caft off the government of the Lord J] 
And hence inthe Apofiles time evill times were c 
fad apoftafies from the truth, and becaufe it was lon,} 
fore they were low enough.And hence, Revel, 6. til 
fifth feal was openedsno crying,-asit was with J| 
in bondage, no prayer to purpofe, and becaufe the ‘ 
faw they would abufe all liberties if theyhad t! 
And hence in Conftantines time, when peace came in, 
tention came with it, and fo abufed all, that cheir p| 
was their poyfon. And hence m the primitive Chur) 
they began to caft offthe government of the Lord J 
murmurings there were, hence came perfecution | 
they were a precious people, and made bleffed ufe ] 
And the Lord couples their chief perfecution | 
their reft. And<(tis faid, Ads 9. 31. Then ha 
Churches refts-¢sc- a] 


+ And what do youthink of rhe reafon of the long H 
of Antichrift, exalting himfelfabove God andall ¢} 
called Ged, bringing, the Church under the hea 
bondage fer body and foul that ever the earth | 
Men did not love the truth, either {peculative to g| 
their minds, or praéticall to rule their wills 5 and hi 
lefc ro this day. | 


\ 
i 
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What is the caufe of Bleeding Germanies wo 2] 
poor Germany ‘ Whence the Gofpell firft 5] 
out in its full firength , that now ’tis a fiek 
blood, that men in woods like fatyres are afraid 
amen, and men in Cities glad to eat che intrailt] 
Beafts, and fometimes the flefh of their own 6) 
to preferve their lives. | What was there no ¢ 
but the common condition of the Church to be) 
der the croffe ? ask them, they cannor tell ¥! 


giles them, but curle the Emperour and Swedes, 


for atime of Liberty. 
ink of it with forrow in fetret for them that 
My ix not themfelves, they have fecretly, I fay, 
dy caft off the government of a merciful 


q and hence are under the hand of unmerci- 
}jmen. 


| fhat is the caufe in our fative Countrey, not- 
i ftanding all prayers and tears no diliverance ? 

‘men do not know it bur. the Lond fees it, they 
My not how to ufe their liberty; 


aed for our felves, what fhall I fay, 1 cannot 
Mibleffe God and wonder to fee how ’tis with 
Wy, and rejoyce to fee many precious holy ones, 
yhom one day in Gods Court is fweeter than a 
land elfewhere : but I muft profefie and cannot 
if mourn for orhers, mea that were eminent under 
i lage, but never worfe then here 5 as if the 
7 i fhould fay, Look here be your eminent anes 5 
| 1, and fear, and mourr you Minifters of my 
Mts; here be the people you had thought had 
"H, converted, and that of all others fuch a one 
id never a fallen fo 5 one’ an opinion takes him, 
Hher a lot, another loofe company, another his 
| another gowes proud, another fierce, another 
muring : what fhould I name all? Oh that my 
} ds might be healing, &c. 
ail) fe 3. Hence fee what will become of us that are now 
fer the government of the Lord; ifever we caft it 
Mf either iftward, or outward, or both. We are not 
4 rerto him then his people I/rael here, nay Judah. 
hhen old Ifrael the great and numerous tribes of Ifrael 
iferup calves, litle Judah and Benjamin received the 
; bfts, and yet they fell and were in bondage. I know 
| are not yet in bondage ; yet it is not more unfeafona- 
‘| to fpeak now then for the Lord. to Solomon,1 King 9.5 
weft. But there being much unfubduednels in the hearts 
i the beft, how fhall one know when there be fuch fins 
which the Lord will caft from under his govern- 
ants - : 
fasnfwert. When men do not loath their own hearts 
the unprofitableneffe, but loath Gods ordinances 
Acetly, and grow weary of them asof their bur- 
dens, 


R> 
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dens, becaufe of the *unprofitableneffe of them. Wi 
a people find not that fpeciall good by them whic 
compenteth all loffes, andfo prize them, but lay 6’) 
on them, becaufe unfruirfull to them, Malachie 2. 13, 
{peaks to a people got our of Captivity, Your words’ 
been flout againft me, no fay they, ’Tis in vain to ferv' 
Lord, what profit is ther in this? you moft conceive’) 
had many lofies, were very poor, as verf. 11. a temp! 
on which a prond heart cannot indyre above any, he, 
now no profitin mourning , fafting &c. and Gods’ 
people began to think fo: and hence, Verf.16. Then’ 
spake often one to another, there was good effet of his’ 
men : now what follows? Chapter 4. 1.Hence the W 
éd fhall come and cut off Branch ‘and Root ia Antit’ 
time, there is a burning day a comming, that fhalll} 
down houfe, rootand branch: and hence, Matthe 
43-The kingdome fhall be given to them that bying forth f' 
You willfay, we do 5 No thy own mouth fhall condi} 
thee, youdonor, you find no goed by alithe ordi 
ces of God, and hence come thole Queftions ¢ what vi 
rant for fuch an ordinance? the bottome is, they ny 
felt good of it, and hence grow weary of it: well if’ 


» 


your burthen, the Lord will eafe you ofir. | 
2. When youfee men (profefling the fear of G} 
mutually naturally contentious, and continuing fo : 
contentious with Saints which they fay they love, &!) 
they are by covenant bound to love,cither from fome i 
ceived wrong, and hence cannot forgive as Chrift ¢| 
them 5 or from a prejudicate groundleffe opinion, (' 
care not for me, nor I for them; or froma fpirit of fe'4 
full Cenforioufheffe, what are fuch and fucl#? or bee" 
diftafted, becaufe of fome reproof in their fin 3 of by {| 
opinion, or by fome worldly conveniency, or laying’ 
lots, or reftraine of fome liberty, Sc. or becaufe of 
fin: Now can fit and cenfure; and I fay, when th) 
mutual 5 for a godly man may be contended with, bu 
prayes and mournsand pitties, unleffeit be arfome ti 
but when it fhall continually abide fo fierce and implz 
ble Ecclef.7. 9. Anger refteth inthe bofome of fools 5 w| 
aman fhall be glad of an occafion of difference, that fc) 
may depart and have fomething to quiet confcience 
breach of Covenant, thatthere can be no healing, , 
Bellies of pigs are more dear then bowels of Sait’ 


\ 


and when quiet, upon the leaft, occafion apt co p ck ht’ 
{ 


for atime of Liberty. 
quarrel. Nowit’s time forthe Lord to give over to 
her. government. Zach. 11.14, 15. When Brother- 
is broken, then an Idol-fhepheard is fet up. Exodus 2. 
s was fent co deliver Ifrael, but he finds two Hebrews 
effed ftriving, and muft net be checkt neither, well 
fare-well deliverance if yoube of that fpirit; you 
Joye one another better ifever the Lord doth that 
Wou. Ithath been the wifdome of fome Princes, 
atheir fubjedts have been at Civill wars, to call 
forth co a common enemy,and there they can agree- 
: Heasen, there is no fin like this, and yet none fo 
jgted. You fhall know whatit is eicher by being yoked 
ly enemies or fins. The firft ofthefe breaking bonds 
te to Chrift, the other with his members. 

ig2 4- Hence feethe reafon why many men are deli- 
J} up to the bondage of their own lofts, che moft fad 
Hage and power of Satan, who have feemed tobe 
Jered from it; truly they have caft offthe governmenc 
ige Lord. Men wonder why inthis Countrey men 
whore vile then ever they were, men chat gave great 
Bs; the reafon is this, they have feemed to be under 
ggitsgovernmenc, but fegretly caft it off: And hence 
| and vile lufts are their Apparitorsand Purfe- 
, &c. 

jqveziton. The Saints feel a bondage, how fhall one 
,av the difference ? 


| 
| 
h 
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Afwer. The firft and greateft inthralmenris, when 
‘gp and finforule asthatthey know them not, thisis 
“Batable, chat like thofe, John 8. 33. when Chrift cold 


} 


fg 


B.ifthey continued in the truth it fhould make them free, 
§ Would not believe that ever they were in bondage: 
“gre aman thinks himfelf free when heis a flaye, thus 
, n. 81. 13. God gave them up to their own hearts lufts, 
| ey were led by their own Councels. The Saints may be 
M) carried away by the power of Satans temptations, 
ever fofar asto think their bondage is their free- 
Ie, andto have reafons aad arguments prevailing a- 
Bt the good wayes of Gods grace, and to have reafons 
| hincain their finfull courfes, and that is in fuck as have 
| | and parts, and knowledge, which through the righ= 
Mi judgement of God are leftfofar to abufeir, asto 
Or ule of it to maintain their fin-fuli lufts, 
Ba When men if they fee their bondage yet have no 
WI ito come out ofit, inufing allmeans for tharend. 
. When 
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Ufe 4. 


Objeftion. 
# 


Anfw. 1. 


Anfw. 2. 


A wholefoue Caveat. 
When the will is in captivity, no captivity like it, no; 
ly-flave like it: Achilde of God hatha bondage ay 
led into captivity,but Oh miferable man he cries’; but th 
Prov. 17. 10. havea price in their band, but no heal 
make ufe of it, Ezra.1. §. So many whofe hearts the Li 
Stirred, they gat up to go to Ferufalem :.But the Lord nj 
flirs the hearts of thefe poor creatures: they know: 
fear, yet have no heart to get out of that condition 51 
rather willingly are fo. They fell themfelvesto 1 
lufts, and fins, and Satan : here is ( faith Satan ) this 
negleé prayer for it, tella lye forit, break Covenan( 
it, lofe thy peace forir: here is this honour and cre 
look big onic: hereis this eftare, carry thy counteni 
high, and thus apparrel thy felf with thefe teappings,y| 
thus with thy boors French-like: here is this piea} 
and mirth, keep thou this company, loofe thy heart, »} 
le&t thy God, give thy felf over to it : here is this eafes| 
ferre thy repentance, be cold in prayer, negleé thy fi] 
ly 5 anda man {els himfelf-to his luft,. pleafures and| 
nours; thou art this provok’t, and therefore now t 

muoft frer, and murmur, and rage, and hold thy own,! 

foeafe thy heart, thusmen fet themfelves co fale }j 

lingly. : it 

3. When men have fome heart. to come out of it; | | 
the Lordleaves men to an indifferency, arid confequelf 
to apoftafie, as it was with Agrippa almoft perfwar} 
andlike the Ifraelites thar refufed to gointo that g | 

Jand, Numbers 14. And herenpon rhe Lord was wi 

and faid they fhould nor, bur they repented and wi 

fain have had fome pitty fhewed in regard of their m 

ry, but their enemies fell upon them and deftroyed tht 

all the plea of the Arminians is for this, ‘which is not!} 
elfe bur mens mifery. Luke 14. thofe that were inv 
made their excufes and faid, I muft needs go and fel| 

But found no neceffity to come to Chrift. Now the Si} 

the Lord never leaves them to a fpirir- of indifferency 

keeps them ina fpiritof neceffity. Imuft come or} 
this miferable condition, faith the poor foul, they fay! 
fleth is weak, but! muft have help. Pfalm. 110. bee} 

*cis the day of the Lords power, they maft not reft conte? | 

without help; and ifthe Lord delayes them and ft} 

not, they will follow the Lord fo much the harder. | 
4. Ifthey have any refolutioa tocome our, and | 
it muft not be thus, and purpole: never to live thus 4g 


sucess i na itn aes 


ria es EG LeR C7 ae ea es 
for ating 
Snotwichftanding all their purpofes and refolutions, 
fall again, and never get any reall conqueft, their 
fined hearts and wills are never a whic more fubdu-- 
Ifpiah 63..7,8. For he faid, Surely they aremy 
children that will not lie: So bewas their Saviour, 
Mey foon rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit: cacir wills 
/ never fubdued. Bur now the Saints either the 
preferves them from fuch falls and Apoftafies: Or 
y do depart fromthe Lord by reafon of the, preval- 
qpower of any temptation, they ever get reall con- 
by their fail, their finfull corruptian thereby gets 
! ladly wound. Rom. 11.10. Their backs are not al* 
4 bowed down, butthe Lord raifeth cheir bowed- 
Ww fpirits, Pfalm 145.14. and upholdeth their fpirirs 
jiem when they think they fhall one day fall by the 
iM offuch Saul-like fms and diftempers. A carnall 
: may carry a fair profeffion,-and tein fabjectiva to 
Wi fora time, bur his back ftands alwaies bowed 
) under his profeffion, isis his burchen, and hence 
t he cafts it off as a man doth his wearifome burden: 
a the contrary, achild of God being indecd weary 
as fin, and carrying thatup and dowa with him as 
orden, with his foul bowed down in the fenfe of his 
vileneffe, by this means,through the, help of Chrift, 
(t he comes togetreall conqueft over his fin, and 
ula off. bioes ie 
4 When the Lord in this cafe lets them alone with- 
W@zward or outward troubles, this is a fearfull fgne. 
il 24.17. Ephraimis joyned to bis Idols, let him alone, 
i-ord will rake no more pains with them, he. is wea- 
out with friving. Tfarah 1. 5. Why fhould, ye be 
men ? ye wili revolt yet more and move 4 when the Lord 
gen che worfe for his mercifull corre@tions, he deals 
4 , parents that have ftriven long wich cheir. chil- 
ff, and can'dono. good oa them, they then refolve 
| them rake their own courfe, and willown, them no 
mr tobe oftheirfamily.; the, Lord never deals tho 
B wich his; but if their finne willnorwafte by words, 
Bord willthen ery. whar.chamnes, will do, and now 
# thall finde.good, now. they fhall remember cheis 
Hlidings and. apoftaties from God, and their impe- 
ihcy ia fia, in fecrer. fins, efpecially in the dayes of 
A peace and profperity; now, the Lord will make 
; as bitter as, ever it was fweet. On confider this 
, Gere ome you 


Sa 
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het 
| 18 A wholefome Caveat 
Hie you that are profperous, and becaufe the Lord 15 204) 
' you, therefore you chink the Lord likes well ot, 
wayes. Nogreater plague then for the Lord to 4) 
man peace in his finne, or if the Lord begins to afflta 
in thy nae, or eftare begin to be blafted, and thou)! 
fee Gods ‘hand onthee, and knoweft it, and yet 
remaineft unhumbled, this is a figné thou art unde) 
_- ‘bondage of thy fin. : 
Ufe s: : Uyfe . For examination, whether we do, or y 
apeople do catt offthe government of the Lord an 
ftroy his kingdome ? it’s needfullto know the fim 
we may preventthe mifery3 and ‘tis certain, let, 
England be watchfu'l, and make fure here, to adyj 
~ ‘the Prince of peace, and to keep the rightand govern, 
in his hand, and you fhall have the bleffing of Gog 
his Ordinances, peace and mercy in your times,| 
continued to your children 5 for his kengdome is an. 
| Jafting kingdeme, and of the encreafe of his kingdome \ 
il | jsno end: andon thecontrary, if New-England ci 
| i) hi rhe goverament from over them. and refufe his fe, 
Phat ghe Lord will then take the kingdome from y. uy 
a td ou fhall chen know the want of what now ye &« 
tat tow becaute Chrifts government or ; 


ae cf Inward. % 

Binns Kingdome is % in Church. i 
i ae ge r eo. Ourward 3 in State. : 
i T fhall Jee you know 1. when the inward king| 
| i 1" ' . of Chriftisferup, and when ‘tis razed down, w) 
W  “fhall do by giving you a briefe. view of the nature) 
and wherein it confifts, and fo you may the better 
of your own hearts in thisiparticular. As Satan he) 
inward kingdome in the hearts of thofe thar are) 
out, to the Lord Jefus hath an inward kingdome | 
hearts ofall his Saints, Col. 1.43. Bleffed be god, 
the Apoftle) which hath tranflated us from darkm| 
light, and from the power of Satan into the kingdomé) 
dear fonne, which is very fpirituall, little feen, 4 
may be under all outward government, and yet nj 
here; and therefore attend: this inward kin 
therefore confifts in four things, or when the wha 

fubmairs it felf co God in thefe four particulars. 
y3 1. When the whole foul gives entertainment uf; 
: Lord himfelf to come into it: for if a people fhi 
they are under fuch a government, and yet will not; 


y 
{ 
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fora tine of Liberty, | 
Prince himfelf to come amongftthem, but keep kim 
lof the kingdome, they caft of his government and his 
fa dome. - 
| When the whole foal clofeth with the whole will 
© Lord; for if a people fhall receive a Prince amongft 
ih, but he fhall make nh wholfome Laws to governe 
ih bot will be led by cheir own wills and lufts, they 
down his kingdome. 
When the whole foul thus clofeth wich the will of 
’ {t by vertue ofthe power and Spirit of Chrift: for 
cope fubmit to the will of their Prince, buc ’tisnot 
Btrue of his auchority over them, command of chem, 
helps he hath given them for that end, but icis by 
i bn offome forreign power, that underhand encoun 
th them toyield, this is poor fubjection. i] 
i) When the foul thus fubmirs to Chrift’s will for the 
isends, denying itsown wifedome or will, andis 
yy the Lord to his end: for if a people fhall fabmit ' 
eir Prince, but’tis-to ferup other princes, he is caft 
: ae histhrone. Whenaman fhall ferve God, and 
lnder his government becaufe it is profitable or ho- 
! oy itfuits his own end, this is poor feryice in the 
$ account. 
. V fay they, che foul is under the imward kingdome 
pverment of Chrift, when the whole foul gives en- 
hinment tothe Lord of Lords, the Lord himfelf with 
dis trame, inand by the Gofpellof grace, the royal! 
Ward and Scepter of Chrifts kingdome}; for when Chrift 
tielfis thus received, the kingdome of God is come to 
foul, and entred into thar heart; and hence Mark 
4,15. the Gefpel is called the Gofpel of the kingdome, 
ci§ when John and Chrift preached beleive and repent, for 
iM kingdome of God is at hand. Under which wordis 
(fprehended much, but principally Chrift Jefus ready 
eer the fouls of his people 5 and hence John preach- 
Weehrift. Now “tis faid, thofe that were effectually 
ughtupon, Matt. 11.12. thac the kingdome of heaven 
Muffer violence, and the violent take it by force; fo that 
wa ingdome of God is comeintothe hearts ofall the 
Wat of God, when the foul ufes aholy violence, and the 
a do’s draw the heart to-an entertainment of theLord 
Mitelf; Many difficulties there be becween them and 
i" itt, and yerthey break throughiall. 
W his isthe ‘condition ofall men by nature, they are 
C3 flrangers 
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firangers to Ghrift, and live without God and Chri’ 
the world, and Chrift irom them, and fo,Satan cakes * 
feffion, and rules chem, andfo men are under the k 
dome of darkneffe,fo that the devill himfelf pofleffes ‘| 
ry naturall man, asthe Apofile fpeaks, he worketh ir) 
crildrenof difobedienceyto run onto, andremain fo. 
the Golpel of the kingdome, and the meanes to advi) 
Chrift in his kingdome, makes a free offer of Chrift lh} 
{-lf; deed it offers pardon, grace, mercy, life, glory) 
alithefé-are in Chrift humfelf, and we poffleffe ther] 
pofleiing and receiving of Chrift himfelf; as a poor! 
maa hach all the wealth ofthe man by entertaining off 
man. Sothat the Gofpell firftly and primarily of 
Chrift himfelf, and faith doth picch on Chrift himfelf? 
doth open thofe everlafting doores, that the King of 4' 
may come in, john t. 12. tis faid, So many as received ||| 
be gave power to be the fons of God, 1 John $.12. He’) 
hath the Son, bath Life; fothat now leta man reful| 
rejedi the Lord himfelfas he is thus offered in the Gof| 
he does refufe the kingdome of the Lord, and doet 
fofe to be under the power ofthe Lord. . True,it ma} 
Giid the kingdom of God. hath been nigh to him, wi 
Chrift is cffered in the Gofpell, and God fayesasit 4] 
nothing fhall plealemie fo mueh aithis, if thou dofii 
ceiveme. Luke 10. Go and preach to.thefe and thefe Ci| 
andif they will not receive you, {hake off the duft of } 
fect, and let them know the Kingdome of God hath been ; 
tothem;then Chrift comes into the foul when the wl! 
foul rakes the Lord for himfelf, Chriftand all that Cl! 
bath, Chrift ina pardon, and Chrift in a promife : at} 
very day the Lord gave the heart to receive him, the) 
the kingdoire of God come in that heart, and with} 
all, life, peace, joy,and glory, God, Spirit, and all. «| 
Now the whole foul receives him, when 1. The m} 
fées himin the glory of his grace , that chough it had 1h 
mean thoughts of Chrift before, for whichit mourns§! 
the rifing of chis glorious$un upon him, he..efteems 
tings loffe for him that he. may win Chrift, and be fouit 
' Chyrifts Lia bim, and’ He in me, in Vocation :..and not hi: 
my own righteoufneffe,in juftification: And.to feel the I 
Chrift and death alfo,in fanGification:And to attain to tht 
ifurredtion of the dead,in glorification :.andnow nothin’ 
dear tothe foul but,Cheift. 2. When the will,a’ 
sche fool hath had fome hopes the Lord. may.look towa 
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his grace, and having had manyheart-breaking tears 
Bic the Lord; the Lordis now ‘pleated by-the glad ti: 
gs of the Golpell-to give che will power not only co're- 
M- and enrercain’ the Lord, but gladly. to;receive him 
| | fowl wonders that.ever the Lord thould bow down. 
\ im, and offer mercy to him wand. when asitogether 
| ) this, by the fweervavour, of his Grace rhat he.doth 
iro the heart, thefoul doth ‘rect ive: the Lord, with 
| déar imbracings into his fcul, thar now there is none 
Mcothe Lordi. Galtas. 3: Fay.name is (ike an oyntment 
ied out, where ‘the very feetof the meffengers of glad 
Bes aye beaut, wll: Bur the Lord bimicli isthe oply 
Hinand Joy of the foul, when the leait look offove 
la caftaway is more fweer than kingd omes, ay and 
Mi more, thar’slove ic felfe Ijatad 52. 9. Break, foita 
icy, fing together ye wafte places of Jerulalem 5 for the 
BW hath comforted his people.) When- kings fhallftop 
- moaths as-vile:in chemfelvéss: and nor able co fec 
im thac glory they never heard of before, and the foul 
doy felisaway'allco buy this peasl, that rt fayes with 
dy How do Ilovethy Law! Now. beloved when rhe 
Wadoes thus. receive the Lord, the kingdome of God is 
We co that fouksoand therefere tryandexamin , ts it 
Mi with you? or hath che Lord begun: to deal chus with 
dm, to give himfelf, che glory of Angels, the wonder 
A of heaven; the mighty God.of heaven, to come to 
beart 2. thowarethen under che government of the 
dome of Ged. But now on the contrary,if thou canft 
Boncent to receive the ordinances of Chrift,or the con- 
ions of Chrift, or fome of the commands of Chrift, 
achacis all, andthe Lordnever gaye thee a heart to 
We with Chrift himfel!, it’s a ftrange thing to thee, that 
Ih is the mainihing, the Diamond in the Ring of the 
gels thon art yet lar enough off fromthe kingdome of 
Bi dare nat fay,nor think for all che world, that ever 
kingdome of, God-came to thy heart. Again, if you, 
received Chrift; but not with thy whole foul; that 
ihe offer, promifes, blood, life, grace, glory in the. 
ell, are grown.common things to thee; thatthe 
| never fent thee home wondering at the glory of 
k grace tO a poor wretch, never yet faid’{t, BlefJedis - 
at commeth inthe name of the Lord:cthe Lord never yet 
exe thy heatt, orif chou haft had fomeliking, and 
love and ai€eGtions in pangs; yet the Lord is wot on- 
a & 3 y 
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“9¢he had a thoufand lives, he would have laid them 
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ly precious, and exceeding dear ini thy heart ,. thy hy! 
breaks not for griefthat thou hatt fo much flighted h; 
fo lircle born him ofthy heart 5 Iris a fign that the L, 
hath begun to reveal himfelfto thy foul, when he gij 
thee a heartto mourn for thy ftanding out againft h 
but thisnever came to thy foul. q 

Certainly, here is the wound ofmany men: The)! 
fell of God never hath its proper effect, tillthe L 
‘help thee to give chy whole heart thus to a Saviour, 
God, to the Prince of peace 3 andrill this is done, | 
Gofpel isineffe@uall, irdoth nothing: It wasa fw 
prayer of him, Make thy Son dear, very dear, excees 
dear, only dear and precious, or norat all 5 If chou 4 
4 thoufand hearts, it was too little for Chrift to love [; 
and doft grudge him one? when thou haft imparted | 
hearr,and efteem to thy lufts and creature,do'ft thou) 
the Lord with part of chy heart? but a vile luft, ar| 
créature muft have a fhare, andthe remnant will fi| 
Chrift,is he not the onely pearl of thy heart, to give: 
daily communion,know this thou are a ftranger to. Hei 
defpifers, and wonder, and peri{h, God will work. a wor! 
your dayes. Whatis that? the infinitGod cannor exy 
as it were the wrath that fhall comeagainit{nch ati 
nor | cannot expreffe the wrath that fhall come vi 
fiich a defpifer of the Lord Jefus. Give him all thy bi 
or none: if thou haft rhe Lord,thou haft his whole hel 


down for thee: He poured out his bleud for every on 


his, but for the prefent thou art out of the: Kingdol| 
God to this day. 4 

2. When the whole foul clofeth with che whole 
of Chrift, having thus received him, for if a Pring 
come, and people will not be ruled by him, nor any Ii 
that he makes, chough never fo good, but whatthey 
che Kingdome is caft off 5 For, beloved, there isa mar’ 
Jous common deceit in mens hearts, they would not 
all the world but have Chrift’; ay, but the wih 
Chrift'is negleGed , that isaclog, and the burden of| 
Lord of Hofts 5 Ghrift is fweet and his wil 
bitrer, Chrift_is precious j\and his will is vile. ¥ 
do you mske hima King, and. ye will make lawes| 
Chrift, and you willrule Chrift, and his will fhalh) 
fiend here isno Kings Such kind of idle iLibertinés w! 
inthe Apofilestime, 1 Fob. 1.6. If we fay we have feb 


| | for atime of Liberty. 
| re him, and walkin darknefs, we lie, and there is 70 
vin us « Butnow when the whole foul does fabmit 
He whole will of he Lord,now his Kingdome is come 
Med, when his will isthus tweet, Dan. 7. 27- His’ 
dome is aneverlafting Kingdome, and all nations fhall 
| him s and his fervants ye are whom ye obey, whether 
fait, the devill, or your own hearts. 
w the whole wil of Chrift ist .DireGing.2.Correctin. 
fjow when the foul {ubmirs to both, then Chrift rules 
lis Kingdome; fometime you meet with Chrifts di- 
fing will; now this is mens frame, naturally chey will 
facce.it, they will not come to the light, Foba 3. 20- rhey 
f d by their own couniell, and will not regard the 
i and counfell of God in his word 5 they will quarrell 
Mh; cbe light when it iscroffe to their ends, gain, ho- 
Mi and the like; men have high choughts againft the. 
} 4 Jefus, 2 Cor. 10. 5. Cafting down imaginations, and 
My high thought that exalteth i felf againft the knowledge 
, od. Andagain, if men do iee it, yet like the devill 
5, has much light, they do nor love ir, nor out of love 
JA; unleffe it be out of fear) fubjedt ro it, like Balam 
Wy had no love to Gods command, but onely was acted 
gear and conitraint snow when the foul continues thus, 
ts off Chrifts Kingdom; burif the whole foul fiff 
Ries ro the light, chough it ices lirtle,fets the whole will 
Mhrift before ic, Pfal. x8. 22. faich David; [have kept 
peayes of the Lord, and have not wickedly departed from 
God: and though it hath had many quarrellings againft 
‘uth of God, yer now irhath nor, nor dares nor, but 
| bs, Lord, teach me;the Lord gives them hearts to lye 
wn at cthefeer of any man that fhall fhew chem any 
pg chacis amiffe in them, and they fay wich David, 
! td, fearch me, and try me : A have many crooked wayes; 
mi therefore, good Lord, find themout, and thererore 
dane tothe Lord for tharend; and though there be fome- 
| ng in them chat is defperacely contrary to the good wil 
God, -yetthere is an inward man that does delight in 
| daw of God, and wien the Lord is pleafed to give 
fam ab Heare co fubmic the will of God3 Oh thefouk 
Wonder atthe Lord, coat the Lord fhould fhew him 
y thing, and help aise s-. inft remptations 3 and rhough 
mre be.a great deal of w-arimefle in the wayes Of God, 
q: there is a fpiric within him, thacitis indeed heaven ic 
P fo hina to be in thie os dinances of ae now y¢ itoop 


ft 


FURS es eR 


* 


though it hath had many fad bouts,yet this j ishis fra 


gate to him that fmites him Nay when thereis fpirt 


fed Jaw of his, that ye fhall never find peace to the end 


_ordinavees of Chrift he a burden toa man, anda 
not weary of his wearineffe, but weary of them allt 


‘wholefonte Caveat 
to the direting will, of Chrift, when’ this is t 


fini isa wicked mans way, although he goeth at ol 1 
times Out ofit. a 

‘Now for the other, the corredting will of ChriftsTt 
hath ftrong trials: Now here fubje@tion to Chrift is re! 
red-as well as to the diredting will of Chrift 5° thens 
foul, fubmits to this will when the mind objects not,¢!| 
ges not God with folly, as Eli, 1 Sam.3.18. It is the L| 
let kim do. what feemeth him good 5 And likewife: fa 


the Conclufion, thar the wil of Chrift is better than & 
thing clfe, the wil of Chrift is alone {weer to shim. Zfain 
faith Hezekiah, Good 1s the wil of the Lord, & fo Lam. al 

good for a man to bear the yoke in his youth, and totun 


evils on the foul,as was on Ghrift himfelf,f{piricual dey 
tions, nothing but bitcernefs & forrow 5 yet t the foul fai 
as . Chrift did, Not my will, but thine be doney Father {\\ 
me from this hour, yer Father glorifie thy felf, and fo} 
foul does humbly fubmir it felf to the Lord 3 though | 
Lord fhould never pirty it,yet'it will lye down at thet 
of the Lord, new is Gods Kingdome come." 9} 
“But, if the foul wil have Chrift, and yer catt off theo 
of Chirift, 1. Either in his judgement, that the lawl| 
Godas given by Chrift, fhould beno rule to a Chriftiz| 
fuppofe you were in England, and were there preft) 
bow before an Altar, or Image 5 5 what fhall lead yoo) 
thatGods willand law muft nor be yourrule ? The La) 
will one day make you know his bieffed will, in thar bli 


the world, except the Lord do help ye thus to. walk. 4} 
gain,when men cannorendure the wil of Chrift,cannoty 
durée exhortations, what dorh the man mean to exhort | 
thus?I tell chee,there goeth forth power with the exh} 
tations of Chrift. I fay, take heed of cafting off the will 
Chrift here; and fo when men in their practice fhall gui 
rel againft any of Gods truths, and afe loath ro fee it, |} 
ifthey do , yetnot love dearly every truth of one 
n 


it’s a burden'to themsefpecially if it croffe their ow 
and gain, they will not fee it to bea truch,left they 
be convinced, and turnro the rule of ir; if the’ wit 


whil 


| for atime of Liberty. 


e: Arc thou under the governinent of Chrift.? Ifa 
: forfaken of God, led by his own counfels, be under 
Mingdom of Chrift, then thou art; folongas.there is 
| ic forthe truch,fo long iv is enterrained; but now fup- 
Micbe coftly, rhar it fhould bring beggery & affliction 
MW itis icnow fweetto you? doth this fupport thy heart? 
| in Gods way, canftlye dowu and fubfcribe.to the 
ny of Chrifts proceedings with thee,though he fhould 
| r thew favour co thee 3 ific be northts, I dare noc 
1 nou.art under the Kingdome of Chrift.And fo for the 
| 


ping wil of Chrift,many fad afflidtions the Lord tries 


withail,the Lord tries men marvelloufly;when thou 
pder the hand’ of the Lord , thofe very, things that 
| dmake»men cry to heaven, and wean thee from the 
dythofe very things do harden thee, and make thee 
€& repine. The L. be merciful to thee, if chis’be thy 
jc the Kingdom of Chriftnever came into that heare 5 
ildire begging for mercy 5 8 the Lord fayes, you mercy? 
Mave abufed it;n0 faith the Lord, Go to your luft that 
iW defpifed the day of grace, 8 fo now you caft.off the 
Wa becanfe the Lord will nar give you mercy when you 
Maid haveit. Will you now quarrel withthe Lord?no 
nN proud heart 5 pray ftill, and mourn fill, an 


ico the Lord 3 and fay, Lord do with me what thou 

, Lam clay in thine hand, thou may’ft make me a vel- 
Jafidifhonour, Jdeferve not the leatt bit offbread 5 
ila one as is above the Lord and his-will, isnot under 
{ Lord, therefore fabmic tliy felfto the-good will of 


When the-foul doth thus fubmit to the wil of Chriff, 
ectue ofthe power and Spirit of Chrift, 2c, when the 
fp doth not fabmit by -vertue of its own, power, 
Ha ech or ability, for this is forreign power 5 But asic 
da feekrofabmit tothe will of Chrift, fo itwould have 
{ (t himfelf a@ it-andralgdt, and fo inable itco fubmit 
! | punto; Now is the Ki me of God come neer tO 
APhearts “And herein Ghrills Kingdom js different from 
fires, they give laws that men may keep them by their 

# mighe 7: hence. they ‘command no impofiible 
Bis; but che will of Chrift isfo croffe to a carnal heart, 

tis impoffible. man of \ himfelf fhould fubmir to 
ut the Lord: doth it for this end, that the foul fhould 
H come ro Chriftinits need, tharhe would do ai the 
; pleaf ure of his will,and now the Lord pauE Agee 
\ ; ro 9) 


] 


96 


life which is in Chrift Fefus, hath made me free from’ 


A wholefome Caveat 
and thar glorioufly, Ro. 8.1,2. For the law of the Spin 


law of fin-and death, A@s 5. 31. A Prince and Saviour, | 
to give repentance and remiffion of fins. cis part of") 
Princely power for to give remiffion of fins; both in 
ning from fin, and to God, and al] the wayes of ¢' 
and now you exalt him when he is thus fet up: 1 Co) 
20. The Kingdome of God is not in word, but in power. 
power of Chrift Jefus is come into thy foul, and the! 
is under the Kingdome of the Lord Jefus, when ire 
lye under the mighty power of the Lord Jefus Ch] 
2 Theff.¥.11,12.We pray always for you,that the Lord w') 
work and fulfill the good pleafure of his will, and the ¥) 
of faith inpower, that Chrift may be glorified. Yea,t' 
is Chrift glorified, when God omnipotent reigns ove'} 
and unbelief; & when che Lord doth this, not only 
Kingdome of God is now come, but the Kingdom} 
Chriftin glory is come 5 there ismany a poor foul ch’ 
Chrift rules him not, becaufe he cannot do this nor ¢| 
becaufe he finds his heart unable, & unwilling for to’! 
mit tothe will of Chrift 5 I find no ftrength at all , 1 
the foul, and Igoto Chrift‘and find not ftrength 
veyed,and now he thinks he isnot under the Kingda’ 
Chrift. IT anfwer, that is not the queftion 5. buc hath) 
Lord made thee willing ia the day of his power ?  w! 
the foul doth lye under the power of the Lord /! 
Chrift, when the foul doth lye like wax before the !) 
Jefus ; when the foul faith, Lord there was never 
change of my nature; the good Lord change it , a} 
there be any change, the good Lord incteafe and ft 
the graces of thy 5piric in myfoul, and do thou lear 
and guide me. Brethren, the Kingdome of Chri 
come to this foul : Faba 3. 40. You willnot come ton! 
life ; He doth not fay, you donot quicken yourfelve’ 
ye cannot come to me, bugayill noc; here is their wo 
they willnot come ro’ Chima for life, Rom. 6. 19. 4 
have yeelded your members fervaats to.fin and Satan, fi' 
yeeld up your felves fervants to righteoufuefJe and te holdi| 
Pfal. 119. §,6. Thou haft commanded that-we foould 
thy precepts continually. Oh that my heart were dire 
keep thy precepts continually ! Oh that my heart were dén\ 
to keep thy flatutes ! When a Chriftianis grapling} 
his own heart, ye will never beable to overcome thi 
fubduedneffe theraof 3 but when ye bring them . 


: for atimee of Liberty. 
d Jefus Chrift, that he would take .acourfe with 
jm. 1. Now ye pleafe Chrift. 2. Ye take a fure 
fe. tohave the will of God done, he being in office 
hatend; for Him hath God exalted to be a Prince and 
giour to Ifrael: When the foul doth look up to the Lerd 
igs, andlye under the power and Spirit of the Lord 
S- 3- You row make che yoke of Chrift fweet, and 
fname glorion:s; nothing glorifies Chrift fo much as 
a, when Jefus dloth work in a Chriftian, new the king- 
tac Of Chrift.is «come to the foul, and that in power. 
Mut now when men will not fubmic thus far to Chriff: 
Bhey can do nothing , -but will not come to him, on 
#4 God hath laid falvation 5 you fay, youcannot un- 
Mian, nor edific: by the Sermons ye hear,and you can- 
dpare withyour lufts.  Ay,burnow this is thy con- 
i nation, thou. wiilt not.go re a Saviour. that he may 
i h thee and help chee, when men will noc have the 
igi. Jefus co reign over them: or 2. If men do come, 
tig will nor come to him where he may be found ; but 
| Tcan do nothing 5 Chrift muft do all, and fo neglect 
fameans. wherein hie will be found < or 3. Will fubmit 
Hgcome in means to him, but not then atthe {peciall 
ig: when Heis co be fought; and may be found, viz. ia 
it of temptation. -But chen forget and forfake him, 
A cry not Hofana: Lord, now fave, now help mea- 
it this luft: When temptation comes, when paffion 
‘ll pride come, do you mow goto Jefus Chrift 2? When 
spevorld begins to draw thy hearcaway 5 doft thou fay 
A, Lordi have prayec! this day againft this fin, and 
iid [have no ftrength a gainft it, now Lord help me ? 
Mhere isthe mifery of thie foul, ic doth not go ro Chrift, 
aby chis meanslive im. complaints all cheir life-cime. 
da flaftly any ching be te» be done, they will do it them- 
dass as Paul, Gal. 1.12.. Not butthata Chriftian fhould 
dmorch himfelf, a Chrift ian isnot a dead-hearced Chri- 
i at all cimes, bur the g tace of God which comes from 
Rift, doth ac the foul ina continuall dependance on 
Wifts and where Chrift: tas nor, there Satan doth. Now 
Wl che Kingdome of God! is come, when che foul dath 
M fubmic to the ftreama of the bleffed Spirit of the 
dad, thatthe Lord may gyuideic. Oh beloved, here is 
Mckill, that pofech che Angels how totell you; fo to 
Bai your felves to Chrift, asthat Chrift may come, fo to 
Bilcin the fteck, that all your fruic may be from we 
° 


“te 


A wholefome Caveat 


So to lye under the Lord, as'that the ftream of the $i) 
of lifé may fall on thees foro be implanted in the Lj 
as to fetch life from him, and bring fortk fruic co him. | 
uy thiscourfe, fubmir tothe Will of che Lord Jefusy 
nothing in thy own eyes 5 and if the Lord do give the)! 
ny thing, bleffe the’ Lord ‘forits if any ftrength aga| 
thy fin, be vile in chy own eyes; and try and fee if yey 
nor the Kingdome of God, the glory of Heaven coms} 
ro thy foul. Olrche light, life, prayers you might hy 
the heavenly conference ye: will have together, thy) 
would doa mans heart good'to* be with fuch a Chrift 
that thofe charare with you might fay, Verily-God,\ 
this nian 3 verily there isjoyin heaven. when the Sa 
keep in this frame. . n Lyoslall 

4. When the foul yields thusto the will of Chrift] 
Chrifts ends 3 for fach is the fubtill wretchedneff, 
mens hearts,that men would have ‘Chrift. glorifie him} 
chat he may glorifie and honour'thems like Simon «| 
gus, that wouid give any money for Apoftolicall gy 
‘that he might:be fome body that way alfo + Now, 
man fhall fubmir, goto Chrift for gifts and parts 5 th; 
to fet up another King, to advance a’ mans felf; and fi 
fo Gn and the devill, and Chrittmuft be made a fery 
for rhisend 3 ‘He is now'no King: like a Rebell thy 
norcontent, that thoufands of the Kings Subje@ts: the 
ferve him, but he will have the Prince ferve hima) 


| 


Every man will fay, this doth orterly overthrow | 
Kingdom of fucha Princes When a man fhall fects] 
fizhr againft thé Lord, andbe for himfeli; and for, 
devil and fin-Within: 3 When a man fhall make all 1 
creatures ferve him, che fonldiers of his army 5 mi) 
drink, and outward comferts, this ‘is a marvellous this) 
Ay,bur when aman fhall make Jefus Chrilt, & God hi} 
felf, and profeffion of Chrift, make thefe ro ferve him} 
raiieup his name,thisthe Lord rakes very ill. ‘ 

Only this! would adde 3 when the foul doth: lool 
Chrift with afingleeye, rhat Chriftis (weet and prt 
ous, and lyés under the bleffed Spiric of Chrift) fore 
end; andnow looks up to Chrift, that he may fi, 
mittohim witha fingle eye, ‘that the name of; Cli) 
may be glorified by life, and dearth: true iris, felfy, 

be in every duty, andfo is contrary to the Lord 4 

andunec forthe Lord. Yer-though ic be thus, tit, 
iz ancther ching “in the foul that: ts wholly for Goda 

Chit | 


for a time of Liberty. 
ift-: and hence feeks thache may dohis work. his 
t-loves him, and fo feeks him; and he begs it with 
ity tears. Oh thatmychildren might ferve andlove | 
i God; nay, tharall the world might fee, and blefle, 
admire this God, and the Lord inlargeth his heart 


4 


Weath : So Fefus Chrift doth reign by life to eternal life. 
Mith.2§.14.Heis the true Snbje& that improves his La- 
i Pane Chrift will fubdue all histo himfelf, 
! 66.3. Through. the greatnefle of thy power, fhall thine 
if nies-[ubmit themfelves. to thee. Rom. 14.17» For the 
Ma dome of God is notin meat and drink 5 but in righte- 
Wife, and peace, and joy inthe holy Ghoft.  Whenpa 
fhall be picking faule with chings, & this and that-of- 
Is him 5 get ye gone, the Kingdom of God confifts nor 
@at. Bur when the foul do’sgo-to the Lord, and main- 
ll his peace with God, and. love co the people of God, 
Moy iv the holy Ghoft, here:is the Kingdome of God . 
at ferves Chrift intbefe things, the Kingdome of God 
Mme into his foul. re 
that thus fubmits to the Lord Chrift , he anuft firft 


i think ir acredit to be in Church-fellowfhip, and — 
iif wil feek to knowChrift,that they may attain Church 

4 wfhip, and have honour, but know it,till che Lord do 
Mi down thy bafe ends, and make thee loath chy {felf, - 
fo to fubmit to his. bleffed will, truly ullthen, the 
Wi dome of God is nor come to thy fonl : Think of 


i 
' | 


> things, for if che Kingdome of God be in our hearts, 
Wl look for good dayes 5 Brethren, lec New-England be 
Mident of it: but if this be gone from the foules and 
Mics of menand womenin their feverall familiesand 
Hes 5 chough they may have the outward Kingdome,of 
Wait, yet the inward Kingdome. being not fer up, 1 fay 
yore but,whac he faid, Go, to Paleftina and. Bohemia. 
pinly, f they had nor. caftioff the; Lords govstnin Rte 
aL they 


_ Therefore dear brethren. I do befe:ech you, pray and 


A wholefone Caveat 
they had never feen thofe lamemtable dayes; t' 
had outward Ordinances;Oh,but here was the thing}! 
inward Kingdome ofthe Lord Jefas Chrift ; and fa’) 
&ion tothe will of the Lord Jefs, and to be for' 
Lord Jefus : thisthe Lord faw, wis not in them, the 
fore the Lord hath left chem to be lamentable fpeGat' 


for chis Kingdome: Thou fayeft, I fall fhort of ¢! 
Know this Kingdome of God is at firft like a gra? 
Muftard- feed, fome litele lying under the will of Chr! 
if it be in truth, bleffed be God fior it; The Kingdon’ 
Godis come, and the foul dork; weep and mourn 4| 
the Lord, that the Lord would toring every thought *| 
fubjection. I 
Know it, the Kingdome of Cjod is come to thy f! 
and know it, thouhaft Jefus C-hrift at che right han: 
God the Father, interceding foir thee ; therfore, go hi! 
and bleffe the Lord, and wonder at his grace, that;' 
tranflaced thee from the Kingclome of darkneffe, te 
Kingdome ofhis dear Son: If he Lord hath lec thee 
the beginning of thefe thing;s in truth, go horne,'| 
bleffe the Lord for ic. | N 
2. Try whenthe externafl Kingdome of Chridt | 
Church is catt off; tor we told you, this was Chrifts 
dome. *Tis called the Kingdome ofHeaven, Matth.?) 
And ’tisiewhich the Lord gives upat the laft 
Godthe Father: andhence, Mat. 8. ¥2. the men’ 
thereof are Zhe Children of the Kingdome and henc} 
read of the rulers and gove rnours of ic; and the key?! 
only of doctrine; but of power and jurifdi&ion comnt| 
by Chrift Jefus roir, punddually expreft in Scripture. * 
Now we know, inthe Church there jis a three’ 
power of Chrift in Govermment: 3. The fapreme Mt 
chicall abfoluce power off Chrift, in and by his Ord!| 
ces. 2. There isfome derivative power of the Ch | 
fom Chrift joyntly together. 3. There is a Miniftl 
power ofthe officers of the Church it felf. Hence 
Kingdome of Chrift ts overthrown when thefe thre¢ 
wher this three-fold cord is broken by the fons of F 
and if whole America caft off thefe, or any of thefe; | 
they fall tobondage; and if particular perfons in Chul 
do, the Lord will dothe like to them much m 
¥ Kings 9. 4,5. When Selommhad been praying m' 
the Lord tells him; Jf be would walk, before bin a 


| 


| 


| for atime of Liberty. bD 
nis father had done, ts keep bis ftarutes and obey-his 
iandiments, then he would be aGod, making good his 
| uifes but if not, then the Lord would caft off him and 
jpplace. So Zach. 14. 17. And it fhall be, that who fe 
Moot come up of all the families of the Earth, te worfbip the 
Mi the Lord of Hofts; even upon them {hall be no rain. The 
(if! is quick ia his judgements, and will {pare none. 
@ There isa fupreme power of Jefus Chrift in his 
dacch and Ordinances thereof, Ifa. 9. 6. The Govern- 
is on his fboulders 5 it istrue this power is on others 
ia but he is the main, Heb. 3. Moles was only a fervant 
as Houfe, Chrift as a Son. The guidance of all chings 
de Church doth lyé chiefly on him, or elfe it would 
fr be carried along. Chriftisa Son, and thacin his 
(@ Houfe 5 into whofe hands che fupreme power of gui- 
p and ordering all things in the Church of God is puts 
xperience of Gods Saints and People doth find ano- 

power, which fhewes that the Lord Jefus hath, and 
a: exercifea mighty power in che ordinances of his 
ar thip 3 the fupreme and kingly power which he exer- 
h inthe hearts of his people. 
ow calt off this kingly power, the Lord himfelf is catt 
‘Mi {peak nor immediately as inthe internal! Kingdom, 
@ mediately. And for this, the Lord will bring into 

Page, Luk. 19.17. Thofe mine enemies, faith Chrift : 
ch would not that I fhould reign over thems; bring them 
«her, that I may flay them; which is meant of the Lords / 
ernal adminiftration by his fervants. A ? 
«gueft. Whenisthis done? A Que: 3 
infw. 1. When men impenitently break Covenant ‘ nfW.ty 
‘Re withthe Lord. Efpecially in his Ordinances of 
pving and fubmitcing to him therein, and remain fo 
(ged tMpenitency. 
dic his is the main and firft Original ofall the ref. Now 
jms Manifelt, the power of Chrift Jefus, che fupreme 
aver of Chrift is caft off 5 for a man de’s profeffe 
mchis,that not che willof Chrift, but his own will hall 
| e him; Chrift fhall not be Lord, but as they faid, Fer 
apt» Weare Lords, we will came no more at thee. When 
a League and Covenant between Prince and People is 
Make, chen he is caft off from being King; chisis certain, 
i Lord never did receive any people to himfelf from 
i beginning of rhe world to this day, but he hath done 
y fome Covenant: Nor never any people agen 


w aaereompsram See te ox 
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“made his people, or continued to be his people, anc] 


‘< chereafonswhy he wasfo Lhave broken their ony! 


A wholefome Caveat | 


Lord to be their’ God, butiby fome Covenant, they 
themfelves tothe Lord. Whereby they were 


ae 
1) 
° 


ai 


iT 
a 


| 


their God; bur I cannor now ftand to clear this. 
look, ‘as: when'the Lord breaks his Covenant, hee 
them off from being his people ( though this he ne! 
doth tothe Eie@) So when people break Covenant y} 
him, they caft him offas much as in them ties, from be] 
theirGod3 they doas much as inthem lyes, make | 
Lord tobe no God. You fhall fee therefore, Hofea:1¢} 
They fay; we have no King; becaufe we feared not the L4 
It is the fpeech: of Confcience, and that ata fad. tr 
wherein they did nor fear the Lord 5 They have {py 
words, {wearing fa'/ly, and breaking the Covenant. In t| 
time of Covenanting with the:Lord, there feemed t} 
much forrow and humiliation 5 yer in thefe very Cr} 
nants, Hemlock. did (pring up, and hence captivity ca! 
‘Many timesthe Covenants that’are made, there is}| 
outward feeming realiry, that not: only men, but 
Lord {peaking after che manner ofmen , He thinks | 
tainly thefe Promifes, thefe Covenants will neve: 
broke; yer'they ‘are broken, Ifa.65. 8, 9, to. 1)} 
furely, faiththeLord 5 This is a people that. will nol, 
Such profeffion, and fuch acknowledgements; &c. fc 
{id ; In all theirafflitions, he was afflided, and the | 
gel of his prefence did redeem them : But afterward, the | 
belled; ‘and vexed*his. holy Spirit > They caft off the. 
vernment of the: Lord, they would: nocbe under 
bondsofthe Lord, and fo be was turned to be their ene| 
this is that which brings captivity and bondage, er? | 
14, 18, es 1s [frael a fervant faith the Lord 2 ye thal 


faith the Lord, and I have burft thy bonds, and: I) 

lanted thee anehle Vinexyet haft thou-degenerated:: and| 
is that. which doth make them vafials or {laves..:At) 
truth you. never fee Churches laid defolare ; but Ww: 
that titne comes, men fhall fee,andfhall profeffe ic. W) 
other Nations fhall ask; Why hath the the Lord « 
thus with his people? The anfwer fhall be clear 5: 1; 
have broken the Covenant of the Lord. ~When # 
miferies come upon particular perfons, what isthe¢ 
of it? rhen remember the Covenant thou haft broken § 
the Lord. Ifai24..5, 6. Tneybave tranfgreffed the h 
{peaking of the whole earth 5 And they have omer 
é Ordinal 


, 
if t 


[ foratineef titers. 


Beuight have had everlatiing meray, they would nor 
Biiccothe Lord, they have,Groken this everlafting 
Beaanc of the Lord : Now, what fellowes? The earth 
hiled under the inabitants thereof, and hence heavy 
aes thar are there writren,fbal befail the whole worlds 
Wa fin that deflesche earth men tread on, andthe 


ks men inhabite in, for is ig:a fin agamnft moftlight: 


d viwhich. make. Covenants havea great cealof light, 
Walfo moft wiil.. And char do’s aggravare a fin; waen 


whole heart,.asirwere, do'sgive upic felf co a Luft, 
ig breaks hereby allbonds. . Audic-isa fin thatmer 

jet avoid, ifthey would be waccotud again{t: For iris 
fall ching co make a Covenant. of impefhble things, 
Before it lyes heavy onthe car“cience of men alcer= 
As,f might have been bereer,& might have walkedbete, 
Nay,itis Alin chac do’s deitvoy rhe Law of the Lord > 
fin ic do’s defiroy che very willof Chritt. Had’ft thou 
rbeeu bound m Covenant > hadit, chou laid by this 
manc,the wil of God had beer Rept wnole. As cords 


sedare kept whole;bur when broke,are utterly fpoi- 


IA \When a man do’s bind himfelfhy a Covenant to che 
if, and then break ic 5 he do’s.as, muchas in himlyes, 
pgcit: oy the Lord from being King. 


is true, the Saints aad people .cf God may be faid ir 
b cafe to break Covenant, bur yet they never impent- 
ly break Covenant wich the Lord 5 they may break 


¢ 
afenant withthe Lord very ofren bue yer ic is with 
fifeas thols in. Juages 2.144. When the Angel of the 


h came rochem, and they wete under gricvous fad 
lage s faith he ro them fromthe Lord: Ihave brougit 
pout of the land of Egypt, and I have broke your bonds 
have faid, I would never break. Covenant with you: 
faid,you fhould make no League w.ti peCanaanités,bué 
ue not obeyed my voyce 5 why have ye done this * Ata all 
people heard chis 5 and iris faid, Alithe people wept. 
ptleffe fome were fincere,chougha happily many were 
of lhhypocrifies and fo the fincere heart laments ir,aud 
wes his Covenant. The poor foul hath nothing to 
Bhany times, though the Lord fhould bring never fo 
h mifery on it; yer the foul flands weeping before the 
, thavic hach broke the Covenant of rhe Lord, and 
+ yoid tae Covenant of the Lord 3 yer the Saiats they 
r break. it wholly; they aes depart wholly front 


ord. Bow 


inances, and broken the everlafting Couznant. A people~ 


a= 


rest abn eae ” 
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‘loath tobe in bonds 3 when men fhall grudge the truth 
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A wholefome Caveat 
Now when a people fhall impenitently break Co); 
nant, as hath been faid + that men can fiudy argu 


how to nullifie Church-covenant 5 nay, worfe wher} 
Covenant, then ever before; and the bufinefle is, they i 


the Lord, others if their judgements be not fet agai} 
it} yecnotwithftanding, in deed and practice, they liye, 
if they hadnever been in Covenant. Once they e | 
pleafantplant; but now they are degenerated, a§} 
Lord doth there complain. Beloved, when it is chus5\ 
League between the Prince of peace, and the Chure, 
broké ; they do as much as in themlies, feek to caft, 
the Lord from ruling over them. ; 
2. When therebe additions made to the Ordinance || 
Chrift, by humane ordinances and inventions of mt| 
let any fer up new erdinances, new inventions of m| 
they fet up new gods 3 and they do as Subjects fet up i, 
Kings, which is indeed to pull down him that was , i] 
fo they do to Jefus Chrift; they do deny the fupre, 
headfhip of Chrift, and his authority over them; tho 
it may feema fmall thing, yet thus itis : And hen) 
fhall obferve Ferobeams calves, though they worfhip | 
the fame God which was at Jerufalem, varying onl | 
circumftance 3 yet the Lord profeffeth, that they haa, 
up new Gods, and fo indeed did pull down the true (| 
and his government from over them, and this brow 
bondage. And henee, Col. 2. 18,16. Let no man) 
guile you of your reward with a voluntary humility, faich | 
Apofile, and worfhipping of Angels, intruding into t) 
things which he bath not feen, esc, | 
Whatfoever pretence be upon the inventions of a 
take heed of that; ifirbe the inventions of men, in V 
19. and not holding the head; the very headfhip of Ck 
is denied, and the ground is this; To fay that Chri 
isnot a fufficient means of falvation, of faving his peg|| 
and ruling his people; it is to deny the headfhip of Chi 
and likewife tofay, that Chrift hath nor appointed) 
his people fufficient means for thatend 5 istofay, 1) 
Chriftis nota fufficient means to rule his people ; and| 
that fhallfay, Jefus Chrift isnota fufficient C 


do’s deny the headfhip of Chrift... Now to ferupi, 
inventions of men in the worfhip of God, tobe a me’ 
to carry the heart to God, isto fay, that Jefus Chrifth 
sot appointed fufficient means for thatend 5 and : 4 


if for atime of Liberty. 
§ he isnot a fufficient means of guiding, and faving, _ 
ruling his people. Nay, this | willadde 5 letrhere 
ny invention added tothe worfhip of God, that’s 
arly the willof man 5 nothing elfe, but only thisT, 
iid have ye do it; they are fuch things as do neither 
@c a man better nor worfe, bur only ufe them, and ye 
Scommanded ro ufe them, and noching but the will of 
F Thisisto fet up a new Chriff, amd to pulldown 
Bower Of Chrift Jefus, to fubmit herein ro the aurho-: 
Bof man, meerly becaufe of the will of man, that there 
Bthing feen but his will : There is (it may be ) nei- 
good nor hurt init; Iris to make that man a God 
Chrift; ic is peculiar to Chrift co doit, and this do’s 
fa down che Lord Jefus Chrift from his throne 5 when 
fac isadding to the worfhip of the Lord. I need not 
qppote ipeak any thing this way; Only remember to 
Ww atchfull againit this 3 when the Lord doch fend ten- 
facsthis way into Churches, or into anyplace5 be 
| ‘hfull againitnew mventions of men to be addedor 
T § they are very finfull; and if ye ask me when we 
Wg (ook for fuch times; Inced not go far from my 
| 


It. 
His {aid,thac Rehoboam and all the people walbed in the 
bip of the Lord three years 3 but in one year, Reboboams 
ill the people fell off from the worfhip of the Lord. 
Mcrefore rake heed of this, when che centation comes; 
J hen the Lord bows the hearts of thofe in authoricy, 
Mot eminency to fall this way, then multitudes follow; 
Werf.t. Reboboam finned and Ifrael with him. .When 
| cation arifeth for the truth, Gal. §. 12. They muft be 
Ipcifed to avordperfecution, 3. When mens hearts are 
Wited with che Ordinances of God,and weary of them} 
fai the Ordinances of the Lord Jefus Chrift, men find 
Bencfit by them, the heart of man will then be mae 
our after fome thing of itsowns then we muft look 

a pofiles, Prophets, and Evangelifts, and this curioficy, 
he other nicity; then a conceic and imaginary piGiare 
bans own, is more beautifull than all Gods Ordinane 
fides, and ait Religion is placed there's itmay be ig 
nding coo far any Ordinance it felf, though itmay 
little at fictt 3 yet when it is thus, then look for evil 


} When as a people feek to abolifh and deftroy any 
Beance of Chrift, bat efpecially ifon this ground 5 
| D2 exes 


ward good they fhall receive by cafting them off, orf 
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A wholefowe Caveat oe 
either becaufe of fome ovtward evill they bring 
them, in the fruition of them, or hope of fome'| 


caufe of no good they reap by the enjoyment of th 
Whenfoever ye fee this, tharthey are caft off on. | 
ground, then look for bondage; for ir will come} 
whole Countreys in generall, and on particular perf 
For lefus Chrift isin his Ordinances, and his Thy 
is not only in Heaven among. the Angels ; bur, 
9 7,8, 9. Hefits on the throne of David , among} 
‘Church and People ; and pull thefe down, you; 
down Chrifts throne, the Prince of peace; when ye, 
down his Ordinances. 1 John 2.%9. there were p| 
that did feemto be for Chrift, and yet againft Ct, 
this is one fign by which henores them 5 They wet 
fron us, for they were not of us: that it might ber, 
“mariyeft they were not of us. Now fay, when\ 
fhall pull down the Ordinances of Chrift, and withd, 
themfcives from the communion of Saints 3 and wh, 
is for one of thefe ends, in regard of fome outward || 
thar.the Ordinances do bring with them, or fome, 
ward good they fall get by cafting them off 5 then, 


tainly look for bondage. Asa Prince thar hath one | 
him, he may atcempr change of rhings im State 5, 
“when heisfeca work by aforein State, andisa , 
fioner co the Pope or Spaniard : Now he isreall to} 
out rhe Frince;.and this provokes. — \ 
So here many times aChrifiian, he may in confei, 
fpcak againft tome of the wayes oithe Lord, and| 
may be the condition of the Saints and people of |] 
and they may fpeak itin confcience 5 and this mj] 
ro'erated, when it isfor wane of light; nay, they, 
through fiubbornneffe of fpiric, caft off Ordmances 
when now itisfor this reafon, though he hach im] 
his colours for it 5 you fhali, faich Satan, have this}) 
and this eafe, andthefe conveniences; and what d 
do with Ordinances ? andnow aman begins ro fin 
arguments 5 and faith, Satan, If ye attend to the dl) 
menx of Ordinances,here be thefe miferies, ar | 
way wirtifome of Gods Ordinances at leaf.Oh,bre 
when itisthus, thacchere is this fecret peafion fro 
world, that now had che Lord Jefus, the honourst 
woildatrending onthem, then they could make mal) 
them, but becaufe they come with poverty, therefor 
Ee % 


) 


(i: for a time of Liberty. 
plot and fpeak againft them, and in time come to calt 
Mhe Ordinances of the Lord jJelus, Ie is certain the 
id hath bondage for fuch foules, and you will certain~ 
ind thistrue one day. Mal.3. 14, 15. The people, 
hay; What profit 1s at that we have f-rved the Lord, 

that we have walbed mournfully before bim? and hence, , 
W forfook the, Lord ; Hence, Chap: 4.1. the Lord 

Waatens, that He will bura them up, both root and branch. 

| Lord hath confining fire for fuch one day. 

) Ordinaaces of the Lord were too coftly for you. 


b12.9,8. The Lord hath his Vine- yard, he lets it out 
Wsbandmen, andhefends forthe fruit 3 and at laft the 
WW imfelf comes to call for fruit. Now fay they i Hereis 
on, let us killbim Why, what is the martrer ¢ out of 
MW chacis the bufineffe Tuat the inheritance may be ours. 
eisthis gataro be without chem, and.cherefore to 
cf Chrift : What will the Lord do to tiefe bustand-men, 
il take away his Vinesyard frrom them, ie. : 
‘is the fpeech of Luth.r, Venter in omni religione poten- 
Preum Idolum : When the Belly is ferved, Chrift muft 
-froyed. Men may have this quict [f: without thefe 
inances 5 and hence men bear a privy grudge againft 
Ordinances of the Lord, becaufe the belly 1s nor fer- 
| Look-as it was with the Jews. they looked for a 
ious King to come to them, and Chrift came 3 and 
gh they were told otic befores when he came, he 
aoching but his Croffe; and he ‘tels them, If they 
be his Difcrples, they muft take his Croffe- Bat now, 
bufe he came not with pomp, bur only with his crofle, 
| is the great reafon,why to this day the jewes do 
chemfelves againft the Lord Jefus Chrift 5 the 


Wife came with Ghrift, that’s the canfe of it: So 
My men fhall look for great things fromthe Ordinan- 
of Ghrift, and wheh they come to enjoy chem, they 
We withnothing elie but Chrift and his Croffe, acd 
Bopoincmenrs, and defernons5 when they meer with 
Me chen Chriitis caft cff,and they profeite he 18 no 
p, and Cefarisour King: and if we taxe chis man to 
bar King s the Rommanes will ruime us. 
WM now icisahard trialfora man tobe putto fecha 
Mic; for the Lord to advance the price of tis Ordinances 
hathighrare, thatall maft be parted wich fur the 
pyment of them. But yer norwithftandiag, he is for 
I waworthy to havethe Lord jeius to rule him, 
| D 3 that 


He was their Cook, therefore they made him Kip 


— thou didft follow mein a land of barrenneffe,in a land 
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that fhall therefore make him a King as they did, ohn 9 
Therefore this I fay, take heed of difpuring againft, ; 
denying, or nullifying, not only outwardly, bur im thy 
very heart fecretly, any of Gods Ordinances:  forthy 
theLord complains of his people, that their hearts went a 
ter their wickedneffe. Ohtake heed of doing thusagam 
any one of Gods Ordinances, becaute firaits do atteng) 
them: It wasthe fpeech of David, Pf. 119. Thy fami 
pure, therefore thy fervant loveth it. Suppofe thou font} 
eft never get any good by any of Gods Ordinances 57 
thy law is pure, the fault isin thy own hearr 5 and i 
tainly che Lord he will remember, -as there he fpeakes} 
FJerem. 2. 2. Tremember the love of thine efpoujals, i 


there was no water. Thy life fhall be precious rot 
Lord, thar fhall follow the Lord in a!l affliGiions; yet! 
heatt doth cleave ro the Lord, and follow the Lord im: 
his Ordinances 3 therefore this is thatI would fay, thy 
are many wants new in the countrey 5, But yet norwi| 
ftanding, let the people of God get neer to Chrift5 fpr 
oftenone to another, and findout wayes and means}| 
pay your debris, and lye down at the feet of the Lord) 
dus, and be content ifthe Lord will have irfo, to bes 
thing, be content rhus ; andrhough thon doit not finky 
ny benefit from the Ordinance ef the Lord as yer,yet 
withitanding loath thy own heart, but love them 5) 
feek after the Lord, and lookto the Lord in the 
And this is certain, the Lord hath bleflings for his py 
ple; not only in this life, but as he there fpeaketh to | 
Ditciples, when they fay to him, Lord,what hall we ha} 
faich the Lordtothem $ You that have followed me, 1) 
(ball fit on thrones. But take teed of this, ifonce ye ¢ i 
roflight Ordinances, and caft off Ordinances, becaule 
thefe {trairs and wants, and fo forth: And what are y}| 
Ordinances, &¢ 2? anda generation of men rifen a 
think Chriftians fhouldfend forth their gronings co 
Lord, that theterrour of the Lord may fall upon che 
they denyall the Ordinance’ of the Lord, and the Spy 
muit teach us only. ’TYis true, che Spiric mp) 
do ir’, bur will ye therefore take away the medhl 
aud hence, the very Scripture is madean Alphabets! 
children, and fo they do deftroy rhe Ordinances of \| 
‘Lord. Beloved, if it be fromthis principle, take heeel 
jt; for ificbe, ye will certainly find bondage, ] | 


| 


' 


for atime of Liberty. 
- when men do not thus puil down the Ordinances, 
Jhrone of Chrift; but drive the Lord Jefus away ouc 
is Ordinances, (though they have his Ordinances 
.chem) by their fecret defilings, pollutions, fpiritual 
Micions of the glorious Ordinances of Chrift 5 this the 
Mi frequeutly complainethof in ferem. and Exek. The 
Hl great reafon why the Lord did leave his Temple, . 
re their fathers did praife the Lord : they had pollu- 
Ihad defiled it,that was the reafon of it: They had ari- 
che Lord away from his throne, and this dorh pull 
m the princely power of the Lord in his Churches. f 
fiw, there be many fins and ‘defilements; and the fons 
hen have hidden wayes of polluting the Ordinances 
ihe Lord, that a man fhall fis undet all the Ordinances 
fre Lords and asit is faidof Mount Gilboab, notany 
fay fall upon him; never fee good, when good comes 
Lord is not dear, that is the reafon of it. Oh, thy 
et defilements of the Ordinance’ of the Lord, have 
Waren the Lord far from you. There are many, 1 fhall 
fay same three principally, thatthere may be alittle 
iad caken of them. 
irft. When there is a fecret contempt grown upon a 
ns fpirit of rhe Ordinances of Chrift, attended witha 
ict wearineffe of them: this doth new pollute the Or- 
Mances ofthe Lord, and this doch drive the Lord from 
M Ordinances: Mal. 1. 7. Ye have offered polluted bread 5 
Mevein have we doneit, fay they ? chis. was the caufe of it 5 
: | (ay, that the Te able of the Lord ts contemptible 3 the mea- 
fiz is, you do defpife my Table and Ordinances, and fo 
fiw do defpife me too,and fo ye do vilifie and contemne 
4 Ordinances of the Lord: Therefore fairh the Lord, 
the conclufion of that Chapter, verf. 11. From the rifing 
the Sun, my name it fhallbe known. Asifhe fhould fay, 
m uot bound to you,I can have a people, among whom 
! rname fhall be great 5 For, faith che Lord, Jam a great 
Arg. fone fnould have asked men in thole dayes what 
odis in your facrifices ? what great glory can ye fee in 
fem? the Saintscan fee a great dealof glory in mean 
| chides: Now when this is wanting » the name of the 
rd is polluted, and fo the Lord driven from his Ordi- 
ices. Heb. 12. 15. Take heed, left there be in any of you 
@ evil root of bitterneffe {pringing up, and many thereby be 
Ailed. When men do live in fecret lufls, or open pro~ 
Mnenefie; a man that hath a profane heart, fuch a heart as 
D 4 dorh 
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“Temple of the Lord,and had the OF dinances of che Lil 


doth contemne the Sarton of mercy the Lord'dor 
te hin 3 wholike Efau. did fell his birth- right for 


Secondly, Usbrokenneff of heart in the enjoym 
Ordinances, when mei live not in a daily fenfe 
extreme need they fiandin of mercy. Ta. 66. 
Heguen isin throne, and’ the Rarth is my feot-fio| 
Now obferve whatthe Lord dor there fpeak, oh 
will I look that is poor in fpixit dy contrite; tach a pif 
oul, faith the Lord, wilt look to4 and to thefe 

ppoted, fuch as have not fuchhearts, bur do look 
fr tothe O Ordinances of the Lord : Naw, faith the L 
tofuch ; He thet cfferetoa lamb, 15° as if he cute 
dogs. neck 4 and pe that offereth incenle, as he that bil 
feth: ait Idol. TI le were a people that did plead fort] 


y 


according to his command 5 but here w2 5 their wa 
the “y were not brokea under the Ordinances of che tof 
This you fhali fad, the Saints have many. fi g| 
wants under the Ordinances of the Lord : bur lit] 
does the world know v cheie gronin 128 before che Lo: 
and ‘the Lord hath mercy. for fuch foulesyas are fenfh} 
of their need they fiand in of the Ordinances of Hi 
Lord. . See) 

But now when then have found the Lord in an Of 
nance fubduing foine particular fin: there are on| 
fins remaining ia their keares, and they ftand uaremon 
able iw their hearts} and hence, are the ftrongeft al 
deare{t of all the reft: Now, f fay, whenmen havi 
thefe fns, and knowing thefe fins in their hearts and f} 
rits; wien as, beeaute 3 annot fubdue thefe fins 5 2 
Huey have atrended on the Lord ia the-nfe of age | 
and rhe Lord hel Ips them nor’ ; andbecaufe, rhey hopell 


i‘; ¥ 


be faved at laitforall rhefe : Hence they come oa 


o- 


with their fin, and never go mourningtothe Lord 5} 
fay, choLord hath begun t-fubdue fome of rhefe [aft 
Now Lord, go See bueche foul ts at truce with his fram 


tt 
Beloved, iftherebe any polluticn of the Ordina neces 
the Lord, here ic is3 chat men come with unbroken heap 
co the Crdinances of the Lord 5 that never feel y 
nee ror them, & wounds and fores that are in your hea b 
rhat men do flaad wich thofe very fins, that they 
they cannor fuadues a id becaute, they cannot eafe a \ 
fe! ves of cl nem, ehercfore they g give way to them. “ 


? for atime of Liberty. 
Ee thefe fins with unfecfible hearts of them, ye 
refift the holy Ghoft, ye feel not your need of the 
Micds therefore ye keep your fins, and your woes you 
\i have for them. 
hirdly, Where there is a fpirit of unbelief, that there | 
for a feeking ro Chrift Jefus, to wath away the polluti- 
Mf of his hearcand life. in his attending upon the Lord 
Whis Ordinances. Tit. 1. 15. To the unbelieving 
Mbing is pure 5 but even their mind and confcience is de- 
MW. Exod. 30. 29. It is faid, Every thing that touched 
Altar, was cleans and hence, without this, all is 
‘Jean = When a poor foul fhall come to the Lords Or- 
Wances, and prepare himlelf before he come 5 and in all, 
Mach many weakneffes, yet it doth leave it felf 
Hh Jefus Chrift 3 every thing that doth touch this Al- 
is fan@ified, and is not pelluced. Butnow when men 
Mil enjoy Ordinances, and make no grear matcer of fins 
W Ordinances; efpecially if fecrec : fuchis the ve- 
Manous nacure of fin, ir doth defile the eartha man dorh 
Me.d on: Now when men fhall have thefe fins, and know 
m, and yet neverleave themfelves with Chrift, and 
MW chemfelves on this bleffed Altar by faith; they do 
Yare che Ordinances ofthe Lord, | 
-ourthly, When thefouldoth not fo openly , mani- 
Ay drive away the Lord; but when men fhall eome to 
| Ordinances, and never come to the Lord Jefus in 
in; now the Lord is caft off. A great Prince that 
mestoa manshoufe, though he be nor driven out of 
Wors 5 yerif not attended on, he accounts himlelf caft 
iM The Lord Jefus Chrift isin his Ordinances, Ezek, 
M35. The Lord is there 5 the Saints, they come to 
ad in them.and are carried to him by them: Therefore, 
faid, Ads 10.33, 34. Now therefore, we are all pre- 
Mt before God, to hear all things that are commanded 
Meof God, and Pfal.84. 7. Every one of themin Sion 
vareth before God. “Now the Saints and people of 
if \d, when they do thus come to the Lord, they find 
Mny difficulties to break through, 4 vally of Baca. 
metimes their heart is turned from che Lord,and fome- 
nes Godis turned from them: fo thatnow, the Saints 


nen they do come to the Lord in his Ordinancess _ 
ey go through the vallie of Baca, thatthey may fee God — 
Sion. But now, when men do never break through dif- 
ulties , but give way to a fluggifh hearty. when ‘ is 
CHO. ake Has thus 


— world. Amos §. 21. faith the Lord, J hate your nes 


A wholefone Caveat 
thus with a people, iris certain the Lord is now “nt 


fil 
and ye do as good now as live without Chrift in thi 


Moons, and Sabbaths 5 For thefe forty years ye never facrii 
ficed to me, verf. 25. Did they nor facrifice thofe fort} 
years tothe Lordin the wilderneffe? Itwas the vets 
thing they came out ef Egypt for, that they might ‘a 

; 


tothe Lord: Yer faith the Lord; ye didnot facrifi 
me; cruly here was the thing, they did facrifice, but 
enjoy communion witha God, tharthey did not3 t4 
Lord he faw none of that, and this is the frame of many: 
man, ye never heard a Sermon 5. ye never broke throug; 
your difficulties to come toa God in Ordinances: thers 
fore, intruth, though you had them, yet itis asif yo) 
never had them; becaufe, ye never did enjoy the Lox 
in them. fi 
Therefore, this is that 1 would fay: Oh, Brethren, ki 
the Saints, letie be che care of all the fairhfull and pe) 
ple of God ; the firft ching thar ye do, before ye come | 
hear a Sermon, or receive a Sacrament, or co.any Chi} 
{tian communion, or other Ordinance of Ged: Befo; 
thou do’ft come, indeavour it atleaft to bring thy foul) 
a God, to Chrift, above all Ordinanees, and bre} 
through the difficulties 5 heart is dead,and minde is blin) 
and God is gone 3 but yer break through difficultit) 
and wreftle with the Lord in Prayer, and then ye¥} 
find the bleffing of the Lord. The great reafon why 4) 
enjoy not that mighty prefence of the Lord in his (j 
dinances, it is this; Men come to Ordinances , aij 
would enjoy Ordinances, bur they never broke throu, 
difficulties, to come toa God: When men fhall conf 
Ordinances only, (& bleffed be God we have the remp| 
of the Lord;_) truly this wil do you no good in the wort; 
The sth Degree of cafling off rhe fupreme power} 
Chrift in his Ordinances 5 many times when the foul ca) 
not come to Chrift, the Lord comes to ir : Now then th) 
f{upreme power of Chrift is caft off, when the foul isu: 
willing or careleffe, to receive the ftroke of the Erernj 
power of the life of Jefus into his heart ; but conten) 
himfelf with fome beginnings, fome fipsand taftes, ai 
doth notlye under the ftroke of the eternall Spirit of th 
life of Chrift. ft 
Look as it is with a company of Subje&ts , they are), 
fome great Town, chat flands it out againft a Priace q 


| 
| 
| 
i 
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Prince fend to them, and they parlie with him, and 
W are thankfull for his gifts, and glad of his parly 5 but 
norwithftanding, they are unwilling to receive the 
ace, with all his power to come into the Town 3 if 
ybe unwilling todothat, and are leath to joyn fides 
finft the other parcy,they caft him off from being King: 
Mcishere, when men come tothe Lord in Ordinances, - 
§ Lord he parlies withthem, the Lordhe fends promi- 
-and they are marvellous precious things; and they 
& fome tafle ef what the Lord do’s fend, and itis 
Bet to them 5 But now, becaufe they have lufts in their 
its; the Lord faith, make warre againft thy luft, and 
in the gates that’l may come in: If fo be, aman now- 
M offecret love to his fin, he content himfelf with the 
®miles of Chrift 5 but the life of Chrift, he cares not for 
t, he nfesnot all means that he may find that, the fu- 
‘me power of the Lord jefus is now caft off, andl 
M>w no difference between fuch a people and Caperna- 
a> they did enjoy the Gofpell of God, but now to en- 

ficain the Lord Jefus in his fpirituall power, this they 

re loath tocome to; therefore, faiththe Lord, We to 

He Capernaum; the mighty work of Jefus Chrift in their 

i arts, this they-never cared for, Saith the Apofile, 

! 2 Cor. 10. §. The weapons of our warfare, they are mighty 

Hough God. As poor things as you think the Ordinan- 

fis of the Lord tobe, they are mighty through the Lord: 

M@hen Chriftians fhall not be willing to receive this 

Highty power of the Lord Jefus Chrift truly, now the 

Bngdome of Chrift is caft off. Fohn 6. 49. Your fathers 

ae Manna in the Wilderneffe, and are dead, that was out- 

Mard Manna; but hethat eatech’ me, fhall live for ever. 

#a\n one word thus; this is-certain, a man never gets 

hod by any Ordinance, nor the Lord Jefus doth never 

Rain his endin any Ordinance, till there be an everla- 

Wng power and life of Chrift Jefus communicated by the 

Adinance. There, faichhe, God commandeth his blefing, Pfal. 133. ult 

Die for evermore; mercy, for ever comforting; and light, 
x ever teaching; and humbling, for ever continuing : 

da man will never think he doth receive any good till 

#- doth it. Forif aman be healed of his blindneffe, 

i: be blind prefently again; what is he the better? So, 


aman hath fome flafh of lightin the Ordmance, blefle 
Whe Lord for it. The Lord quickens up the heart to 
Tyalk wich the Lord, Blefled be the Lord for it : Ay, 


bur 
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feel nor the Lord now asf have done, yet I think’ 


» Kingdome of Saints. ’Tis Chrifts high Court of Parla: 


= 


A wholefome Caveat Ce 
but when the hearr now fhalllofe charlife, and ftrengi| 
which ic had, (not but chat a Chriftian do’s lofe to hi} 
feeling, burir will recurn again. ) When he is a hea 
fome aff-Gtion, but he goes away dead as hee ca 
no, but when the Lord comes by his everlaflting pow? 
and mercy yand life in any Ordinance ; now Chrift comr 
in his power, and now ye receive the King in his pow} 
er, and Chrift attainshis end in the Ordinance. Th’ 
is all thar | would fay, Ido befeech you brethren, 7! 
the Lord JefusChrift: Oh feek for chis bleffed lif] 
everlaiting life Lord, everlafting power Lord; be] 
forthat, and tcek forthar, and pray for thar, and wee! 
forthat;.do nor content thy felf with fippings and i! 
{tings, look for everlattiug life and power to come wit! 
the Ordinance; though meansbe weak in themfelve4 
do not therefore vilifie them: Look upon the brazen fel 
pent, what a poor thing was that to heal che people thi! 
were ftung ? yer che inftitution of Chrift did pr’ 
verte into it: So do thou arrend on the Ordinances, an’) 
sever be content, till thou doft find the Lor¢’' 
and feel the Lord, and fay as fome have faid; though | 


fla'l for ever bleffe rhe Lord. Never be content ti 
ye fiad the Lord bringing your heart to. this paffe, an¢ 
then the King of glory, the Prince of peace is come 
though ye find not the fame power at all times, yet ify] 
finde that power which do’sinure your heart for ev¢| 
to blefle the Lord, hereis everlafting power. Jefus ’’ 
novr come to thy foul 5 Ay, but when ye content yor 
felves with fome movings and beginnings 5 and fin an} 
Satan as {trong again as ever, and ye find not your ff} 
wafting and confuming; intruth the Lord Jefus is cal 
off, and ye have noc the end for which ye come to th 
Ordinances of rhe Lerd. Butthen, ye are bleffed for 4 
ver when ye find this. A 

2. There is a derivative power of Chrift to the Church 
joyntly confidered together. Mat. 18. 17. Goand rell th 
Church, isthe higheit cribemal Chrift hath on earth in rh) 


ment, beyond which there is no appeal to any highel 

power than the Church; and it cannot be meant of che 

Officers of the Chureh ( which isthe faireft interpre> 

tation. ) For the cafe may be thar there is but one Officer,’ 

andis hethe Church? as allo thathe may fin, anc 
€ 


for a time of Liberty. 

w ofhis fin, and muft they leave him to himfclf, at 
Meosudec of his fin? They power of Keys was given 
Peter, quia fidelis, andthe power to bind and loofe to 
I or three gathered together in Chrifts name, Mat. 18. but 
afechings are known. 

Hor. the clearing up of this, know that there isa 
Hce-fold derivative power, which the Lord hach given 
fhe Ghurch joyntly, and nor to Elders only: Which 
fly be miferably abufed, and fo provoke the. Lord 
Hake it away from their hands nll they know bet- 
Ii how to ufe ir; yet when ’ris ufed according to Ghrift, 
fy not to be under the power of it, which is Ciri®, 
Myer delegated to it, 1s to caft of Chriits Governincat. 

id 1 am confident, the bondage of all che Charches in 
Hriftendome, if ye examine the Churches, is continued, 

-aufe the Lord fees hearts unwilling to fubmicto him 

the government of Ghurches ; and will continue iorill 
Thurches know how to ufe iz, and men lye down to the 
ver of it. | 

‘ They have apower given them from Chriff, of 

ening and fhutting the doors of the Church, the 

Hngdome of God on earth :7. e. of letting in, and kee- 

Mg out any according to-Chrift3 into, or out of | 

“if communion : and this I conceive to be one part of 

Ie power of the Keys, committed to the <hureh: 
se chief office- of which, is to open and fhurs to res 
ve in, and keep out according to Chriit; and hence 

> three thoufand were added tothe Church, thongh 
| > Apoftles were gatdestherein : and Adis 9. 46. Paul 
Wpuld have joyned himfeif, but they ‘would not ac- 
far of him; becaule, they were airaid of him. No 
| dy naturall or politick, but they have power to receive 

Michem the ufeful!l, & keep from themthe hurtfull 5 fo, 

ich more Chrifts fpiriruall body. And hence, the 
Murch of Ephefus is commended, Revel. 2. 2. together 

Mth their Angel, for trying thofe that feemed good, and 

rre not. 

Hi Now ‘tistrue, this power may be miferably abues 

Hi in opening doores tco wide, ortocking them up too 
Byes, or too faft 5 and in many fad. diforders this ways 
Bac there is this power. Now when men fhall refule ° 
Piburch-trya!l, aad fo communion with the Church ; and 

ac not from ienfe of their unfimefle and unworthi- 
‘fe, or fome other reafon, which isin the fight af 
Go 


A wholefome Caveat . 


God of great weight; but froma careleffe contempt! 
Gods Ordinances, or Gods people ; aman fayes, Whi 
care I for the one? and what are the other ? and front} 
refolution never to grow better; they know they are ni? 
like to be accepted of them, -and they are refolved the} 
will grow no better; they think themfelves as good | 
they, and froma fecret unwillingneffe to come to th} 
light, they know things are amiffe, ‘and will notW} 
known of it 5 they appear beter than they are, and hend| 
they are loath to be feen and jodged as they are: Ce} 
tainly, this is to cafts Chrifts power; and if continued i} 
the falvation of your foules is alfo caft off: A&és 2.ult.Ti 
Lord added to the Church daily, {uch as fhould be faved. Ti 
the Church. i.e. not the univerfal Church, but vifib'! 
Church, where it may be had ; fuch as fhould be faved.Mh} 
60. 14,15. For the Nation and Kingdome that will a 
ferve thee, fall pevifh 5 yea, thofe Nations fhall utterly p' 
rifh : Lamentable ts the condition of many 5 not fo mu 
for not joyning themfelves to the Church , as not feekii’ 
ofthe Lord for that mercy; that they may be firft joyne! 
tothe Lord, and fo to his people for the Lordsfake. | 
There are great heaps of people amongft the Church 
here that do ftand guilty of this, the Lord humble us fe 
it; that content themfelves to fland Aliens from the Cor\ 
mon- wealth of Urael, Eph. 2. 12. Strangers from the Cov 
nant of Promife; having no hope, and without God inti 
world. The Lord is flow to wrath ; burthere is a thre 
fold bondage. 1. Offin and Satan. Rev. 22. 14,1 
Let him that is filthy, be filthy till; Nay, though there ti 
fome beginnings,yet apt to fall back 5 becauie, not pla 
inthe courts of theLord. And hence, Col. 2.5. ‘Foyi) 
and beholding your order, and the ftedfaftneffe of your fat’ 
in Ghrift,order and ftedfattneffe are joyned together.2.C! 
mifery, Zach.14.17. And it fhall be, that whofoever 7 
not come up of allthe families of the Earth unto jerufalem,?' 
worfhip the King, the Lord of Hofts; even upon themfhalll 
no rain. 3. Sadneffe, hence, Ifa. 56. 9. Eventhem I wii 
bring to my holy Mountain,and make them joy full in my How) 
of Prayer. Tobe joyfull in the houfe of Prayer, is pre’ 
mifed to fuch as joyn themfelves to Gods Covenant. 
2. They havea power given them of binding and oe: 
fing ; By admonition of any one, that being received in 
fhall fin againft their communion, and the Lord in it! 
thereby to defile the whole body, and to provoke tht! 
wratl 


\ 
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ach of the Lord againft the fame 5 and this is mention- 
| Matth. 18. and by the Apoftle, 1 Cor. 5.1, 4.and 
‘is given to them, toufe againft wharever finer or 
nder itbe3 be he great or fmall, Prince or Peer 3 if 
yea brother, he istolye down here: An admonition ~ 
in arreft and meffage from God, from Chrift Jefus the 
We of Kings; Eglon muftcome down from his throne, 
Fh this is brought. 
Now I grantagain, this power may be -abufed mifera- 
a; as to admonith without convidtion, or without com- 
Sen and love, but in treat and paffion, &e. Yer this 
Marcof Chrifts binding power in his Church 5 which 
| en tis done, ’tis bound in heaven. 
Mow when men come to that paffe, that they donot 
ly fin © for that the Lord pardons) but are grown to 
height, that they caft off all reproofs, and Chrift- 
Mi admonitions for fin : fteept it may be in many tears 
| prayers before they came, and fweetned with the 


f 
7 itof mercy and terror of Chrift Jefus inthe mouths 


° 


isfervants, this brings under bondage. ’Tis not fin 
| iuch, for this will be3 buc when they cannot abide 
§-oofs, they are iron morfels, cannot be digefted; and 
ce, fometime hide it, and twenty fhitts, and halfas 
iy lies 5 or ifit be found out, defend it, and falla fen- 
doe thrufting, and ery it out to the laft, or exrenu- 
gic twenty wayes, that-a beam is amote 5 and whichis 
Bi-(e, their hearts rife and (well, and they bear a privy 
Hige againft, chem, asif they were their enemies, be- 
Mic they tellchem the crath; when they fhould fay 5 
Mithe righteous {mite me. Exod. 2.14. Who made thee a 
Bice and Fudge over us ? When Mofes, the Ifraelites de- 
rer was raifed up, he thereupou departs, and they 
finder heavy bondage, when they caft off his reproof. 
Miccue, a Saint may nor fora time fubmit 5 but yet ic ar- 
as a height of fpirit for the prefent, unfic for communt- 
Mivith God, and the Lord will bring them off, and 
Wble them for their pride. 2 Sam. 23.6,9. But the 
of Belial hall be all of them as thorns thruft away 5 be= 
We they cannot betaken with hands. ~ 
MA childe of God may have many weaknefles, a hypo- 
fe many excellencies; but the cryall of them is, when 
t y come tobe arrefted: witha fad reproof, how they 
) d there, and that as unto God; efpecially when con- 
tion fhall either difcredit their perfon, or make others 
queftion 


yea 
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“queflion their gtace. Snakes will nor hiffe nor fing): 

touched; a fheep will be led ro the flaughter, and yy 

the cheek to him that fmires : \So fhould one poor by 

ther doto another, when he comes to him ia the_ 

of the Lord; butnor many that willfo do, but refiity 

oppofe againft all reafon. ~ it 

3: 3. They havea power of Communication of good ¢ 

to another, in way of edification, according to their} 

ces inthis their communion : So chat now, ris not Of 

left in the hands of the Officers, but of the whole Chur: 

and each Member in the Church 5 according co his ph 

and ability, toedifie the whole, Epa. 4. 16. From wil 

the whole body, fitly joyned and compaéted together, by hy 

which every joynt {upplyeth, according to the effettuall wo) 

ing inthe meafure of every part, making increafe of tize be 

untothe edifying wt felf inlove. : 4 

Members arenot toftand like beautifull pictures! 

Church-windows,and as cofily Images in Churches ; t 

have eyes, and fee not, cares, and hear nor 3 bur chey 4 

to be living ftones in Gods building 5 not only co build! 

themfelves, but one another alfo, thar foa man ray | 

only getno hurt from communion of Churches, buf 

may get good indeed from the fame. And if J mifh) 

not, here is the wound of Churches : When Mem}! 

feek nor, and indeavour nor the good one of anoch 

and fo have Ordinances and means of doing one anor! 

good, but exercife themnor 5 or ifthey do, receive| 

. the good they might hereby 5 but may fay, and fhall fa 

laftas he, Prov. §. 14. Iwas almft in all evill in 

midft of the Congregation : Sin prevailing, and forrows| 

little and litle, like water ina leaking fhip, finking | 

: poor bark. ; eee | 

. Queft. Queft. What are thofe means thatare left to the Sa | 

themfelves, even private Members to exercife ia Car) 

an communion for men and women and fo you may 

when thefe aré negle@ed, or not:improved, the pov 

of Chrift in his Church is caft off fo far forth ? ‘ 

Anfws << Anfw.1. The firftis, a Spiric of dear Chrift-likel. 

one to another, every one to all, and all to that aga! 

‘being ready to expreffe it felf, in procuring the 2001! 

‘others as well as its own: This do:hiweeten commut 

very much, and edifies; quickens,.-and encourage 

‘Chriftian in “his whole courfe marveloufly. Eph. 45 ' 

‘Making increafe of the body y unto the edifying it felf in ‘ 
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weedifieth, 1 Cor. 8.41. Knowledge puffeth up, but Chas 
edificth. It’s the joy of the Saints, and that which 
Mikesithe Saints. to bleffe God in heaven 3 wiere, 
ie any one fingly, all joyntly befides honour ir,.ten- 
it, and feek the good of its and thar one bleflech 
,and feeks their good more than itsown agains 


xe 
ety 
Mnate the -hearrs of men more from God and his 
Micch, bur want of love ? Now when mens love 
ws cold, that a godly man is’ nor elteemed whiles 
ives, nor his death lamented fo a uch as the lofle of 
ine. When people grow firange onc to-another, 
take diftatles and prejudices; whenchcy can fir by 
fire-fide, and cenfure, and whifper 3 and make of- 
les, and take offznces-3:and minds divide ,, and 
rts divide; that if you ask what fuch a one is good 
the anfwer is 3 he is good for himfelf, and good 
(ceed brawles, and divide a Church; A Kingdome 
ded againft it felf, cannot ftand , & therfore hereby you 
off chis Kingdom. Oh, Chriftians fhould pray for thisy 
mourn for want of this; and ftudy peace, & follow it: 
hould be death to differ, or fide, or make a party, one 
fie ft anocher. : 
if Earneft prayer for the Church, & all in it befides thy 43 
» and that wich ftriving with God, till an anfwer is 
nn: Stretcht-out prayers, asthey made for Peer. James Acts 5.42. 
|B6. Confefs your faults one to another, and pray one for a- 
Mi, that you may be healed. And{o Fude 20. But ye belo- 
, building up your felvesinyour moft holy faith, praying 
e holy Ghoft. This is a meanes to edifie one another 5 
ra chere is inlargedneffe of heart to pray one for ano. 
|; Pfalme 122.8. For my brethrens fake , Ple wifh thy 
dm. Sometimes a Chriftian can do others little good 5 
Bhe will wraftle for him in his prayers ro God : One 
Hives not the good comes hereby 5 if withall a 
f keeps a good Confcience , making confcience 
Mis wayes. And ’tis one of the greateft privi-_ 
Mes that a man hath, when once he hath a fhare 
ll the prayers of the Saints as his own 5 and 
gz ic 
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itanfwers that Quere, What isia Chriftian the bet 
the liberties ofthe Church? Matth. 18.19. Again 
untoyou 5 that if two of you fhall'agree on earth, as touc 
any thing they fhall ask, it fhall be done for them of my 
ther which is in heaven. v.20. For where two or thrce are) 
theved together in my name ,there Iam inthe midd ft of th’ 
Now when people are falfe herein co their bretin} 
and to rheir Covenant 3 to their God, and to their 6" 
foules ; (for there is no one prayer thou makeft that f" 
be loft; butif it attain nota blefling for others, it fhall | 
tin again into thy bofome.) Whenthere fhall br’ 
heart to fpend prayer,'or fhed tears for them, wh} 
Chrift hath fhed his bleod for; now, yeu caf off 4 


a 


H 


Oh Brethren, confider of it, when there fhall be mar! 
foul in a Church taken by Satans temptations, and heli) 
temptations, and ready tobe overcome by temmptatic! 
and it may bee, would not be fo, but bec! 
thou doft not pray 5 publick Ordinances, rhe mini] 
ry ofthe word, little gooddone thereby becaufe ¢) 
haftno heart co pray. Ads 4.31. And when they | 
prayed, the place was fhaken where they weve met togeti | 
and they were all filled with the holy Ghoft. This is | 
reafon, the hearts of thy children, fervants, and fellc| 
brethren remain fecure and unfhaken by all the Sera} 
they hear ; nothing doth them good, nothing will pic] 
or penetrate their adamant-like hearts; becaule, t) 
haft no heart to pray for chem,or at leaft, not to purg) 

3. Timely Exhortation; when brethren are ac} 
hearted, and heartleffe in their Chriftian court. Het) 
12, 13. Take heed brethren; left there be in any of you an’ 
heart of unbelief in departing from the living God 5 but ext| 
one-another whiles itis called to day, left any of you be hy) 
ned through the deceitfulneffe of fin. Brotherly exhort’ 
on isa remedy againft Apoftafie of hearts for thou} 
ynah cannot convince another, yer he miay exhort hi’ 
and’tis to be done in fezfon, whiles it’s called to ¢’ 
with due refpe@, and taking notice of what good tH 
is , wich much wifdome, and a fpirit of hnmilicy, or’ 
thou {poileft all chou medieit withalls putting your fe, 
in their eftate, and with hearty unfeigned prayer, t 
the Lord would ‘accompany the fame with his bleff, 
Heb. se. 24. Confider one another, to provoke unto love 
good works. Look over the Congregation, andco 
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ha Brothers or Sifters eftare; one is poor and low, 
prher ialling, another very much altered : Now in fome 
aes, a private Brother may do more than a Minifter ; the 
‘dhelpus, and flir usupto this work: Now when 
B isnegleéted, many foules are hardned. 
L. Inftruding arid teaching oneanether, as cccafion 
Wess Rom.i5. 14. AndI my felf alfoam perf(waded 
Mou my bretbren, that you alfo are fullof goodneffe 5 filled 
() all knowiedge, ableto admorifh one another. They 

re able for to inftrudt and teach one another. Ifa. $4. 

| They flall be all tanght of God. What God teacheth 
| i thac do thou teach others ; what thou gaineft by 
ing, or by praying, or meditation - by purting que- 
Mais to others, fometimes to teach, and fometimes to be 
; febe; ; and thisdo, if poffible, in all occafionall mee- 
ites and worldly difeourfes ; mix with it fome fweet 
aati chat God-hath taught thee. But now on the other 
@:, when Chriftians fhall meet, anda man is the worle 
wtheir ‘ruitleffe difcourfe, no favour of any thing of 


Hit 
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iBiccing, chis is fad. 
|. In Comforting thofe that be fad; t Thef. §.14. and 
ut. Comfait the ” feeble minded, ene the weak; 
Uprefore, comport one aniber witn thefe words. There 
-Bmany fac hearts in Gods Chur and ar d things are as 
igends to a mans limos, thar make him ue fall. Oh 
rhren, be muchin this work, 2 Cor. 1. 4. Who com- 
pacth us in all our tribulation , that we may be able to com- 
4g teem which are in any trouble, by the san 
Brewith we our felves are comported of God, That a 
‘| may fay, fucha one cameto me, and {pake fomie few 
‘| rdstome 3 butthey were as feaforable, as thougi the 
i td had fent an Angel irom heaven ro fpeak tome, and 
} more worth, thanifhe had given me many pounds : 
now, when this alfo is negleéted, thar one Chrifti- 
‘| hach not a word of encouragement to another, but 
| and favourlefs difcourfe ; this the Lord takes very ill 
Ihe hands of his people, thar have received comfort 
| n himfelfin rhe day of their forrow and diftreffe. 

i: sy orm a Brother fallen with a fpiric of meeknefs; 
a. 6. . Brethren, of any be avertaken with a fault, ye 

ie bre ritual reftore fuch aone with a {pirit of meek- 
Oh, how willa poor foul bleffe the Lord for fuch a 
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45 Lec therm meet never fo long or often , walking 


: thers prayers, admonitions, and exhortations, wher 
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t 
the Lord fhall have brought his heart back again tof i! 
felfs alehough before he did moft of all difefteem and 
ae te him. ut 
Now, when thefe are nor nfed, or not with af 4 
of meekneffe improved , that a man never blef| 
God for thefe ; the Loud Jefusis pulled down i | 
his tbrope, when not done according to the ability, t 
-and place thatthe Lord affords. And this! wifh, . 
Churches mourn not for another day: For my own p} 
J do. adjudge my felf before God and men, as 0. 
eh of this, that I enjoy many {weet Ordinances, ¢. 
we improvethem not; and hence, the glory of the L| 
filsnot his Tabernacle, abides not onhis Churches, 
ther to draw others tothem, or to make others ab, 
dantly bleffe God for them. 
Now here I will fhew you the canfes of this. 
1. . Not, gaining much in private duties, in Prayer, 1| 
ditation, Reading, and daily Exammation of a m, 
own heart: And hence they cannot de good, beca| 
they receivenone,. or very little themfelves; they h} 
not atreafare within, hence they can fpend little, hi) 
no heart or ability ro exhort, inftru€@, comforc: | 
that keeps not his fhop, his fhop will never keep him | i 
Pal 41: 6. His heart gathereth iniquity to it felf, whei 
goeth abroad, he telleth tt. | 
2. Alow foirit, which makesa man to have J| 
thoughrs, and endeavorrs, 1 mean not an humble, | 
a narrow fpirit, not inlarged co hold much, or tc} 
much, henceit doth little. Asstake a plain Count 
man, he neither feeks or regards the affaires of the St} 
in publick, becaufe his fpirit and condition is low 3 ,| 
Princes do mind and attend to the affaires of the Ri, 
dae, to advance it; becaufe their condition is hi, 
and Fey know it. Mofes, he fuffered reproach with 
people of God, loffe of all che honour and pleafure of B| 
yaohs { ourt; feared not Pharaoh, nox loffe of life;| 
their fakes: For, he faw that God which is invifible; \ 
Saul, when once a Ringdome comes to be in his eye, 
leaves off to feek the Affes. | 
3. Sloth. There are Thornes, Prov. 15. 19. and Li. 
Prov. 26.43. inafluggards way: There be many difftt 
ties , bufineffes, occafions, and objections 5 when @ 
once he were refolved to break thorough them, t 
the work wouldgo on : Likea man, when he is im) 
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3; bur whenheisup, he 


| 
ie God, an 

git hinders. 

| Want of Faith. 2 Cor. 4. 13. We believe, and 
-2 we fpede. Faith empriesus moft, and hence fils 
Mvith Spirit and Life of Chrift Jefus; hence Steven, 
of faith, andthe holy Ghoft. A lively Chriftian, when 

-6mesin another Chriflians company , it may be he 
«wsnot what to {peak ; but he looks up to Chrift, and 
's5 Now Lord, here isan opportuniry in doing or 

iving fome good; and theréfore now Lord help. 

|. Want of fear of God, and confolation of the fpiric 
hod, fromthe fenfe of Gods love. Adis 9. 31. They 
hed in the fear of the Lord, and confolations of 

Holy Ghoft : the Church was  edified by the con- 
| Hiéns of the Holy Ghoff. A man that’s wounded, 

bs within, and ftirs nor 3 bur when he1s in health 
Mi ftrength , now hard work is his meat, he cannoe 
' except he work. 1 Cor. 15. ult. 

_ Nor confidering the (bortneffe of ony time of fowing. 
| 10. 25. whereas, if men were on their death-bed, 
) would wifh, Oh, chat { had walked more blame- 
i}, and fruitfully 5 men care not for a comfortable 
Moning as yet. 

Mhere are two canfes why they receive no good. 

Wl Krom ameanefteem of the Saints; looking on them 
igen, and not as an Ordinance of Chrift 5 cheir 
Mons, prayers, and fpeeches. And this is arules 

ever gain any good by that Ordinance which they 
ie: ifall were Scholars, Minifters, or Saints glories 

| they could then efteem them. Hence, Eph 4. 16, 

ving is by love 5 Afakung tncreafe of the bidy, eaify- 
Mm felfin love. 

from wantof being poor in fpirit, and fenfidle of 
B® excream need of Chritt, continually inall mean 


or 


eared ch 


| ers will pick op crums, and wacch for a word 
Mnragement. Ifa.11. 6. A litle childe fhall lead 
Wolf and. the Lion; thac is, When tne Lord 
‘humbled the hearcofa man. Oh, whena Chriftiaa 

| E 3 thinks 


3: 


: inks none fo poor Si fhallow, aan heartleffe as Ly F: 


-Church, or multitude of Beleevers, to whom 1s comn, 


™ whole oeent ey, 
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every one is better than I, however I need more chat, 
ny: This foul will be glad to fuck the breft; and] 
Lord will fill others with light and life, and his 0; 
bowels, to do fuch a one good. Whereas, elfe they | 
fhut up, and they find no good conveyed to chem by <| ‘ 
ofthe Ordinances of the Lord, nor any prefence ot C} 
in them. : 
3. There is a Minifterial] power, committed fr} 
Chrift by the Ghurch ro the ruling Officers thereoi. i, 
by the Gharch ; for all power in the Church, is prope] 
Chrifis, yet he nextly cemrounicates it ordinarily to, 


ted the f{upreme power of the Keyes in his word, an, 
binding and loofing,. as hath been fhewen; and by t, 
Charch, this power hath been by Chrifis appointme 
and fill is, to be communicated tothofe thar are cha, 
out of themfcives, to be Officers and Rulers over thes, 
the Lord, to exercife the power of Chrift over them , 
cording to hts will. Hence the very power of bind, 
and loofmng,opening and (hurting, given to the Church, 
alfo given to Peter and the reft uf the Apofiles, and _ | 
fuccefiors of Chrifts Apofiles in Dodirine, fent of Chi 
Zohn 20. 23. Whofoevers fins ye remit, they are remitt, 
dc. Becanfe, though the power bf Communication | 
itis. in che Churches hand, yer the power of ufvall | 
mini{i:ation of it isin their hand 3 whiles they exercil| 
according to Chrift, yer by the Church. And he 
Pal purs a diffcrence berween this saraprainal y My 
ftery, as Apofilefhip, and.ordina Ee Gal. 1. 1. An Apé 
not of men, ne . » the willof men, but by Chrift 5 for. i 
Church, not by ity-Now this I] fav, is by the Cha, 
from Chrift. ‘Henee, Aéls an. 28. The holy Ghoft b 
made them overfeers § jfothar “us noinvention of mam! 
‘adtof man, or the power of man 3 bur of Chrift, ¢ 
hence refufetobeunder this power; men caft off, 
yoke and power of Chrift Jefus. 

For ‘hough the eftate of the Church be. Democrat 
and Populars and hence no publick adminiftration} 
Ordinances are tobe adminifiraced publickly , with, 
notice and confent of the Church; Yer the govern, 
of ir under Chrift, the Mediator and Monarch of) 
Church ; cis Ariftocraticall, and by fome chief, gifte 
Cliift, chofen by the people torule them in the nar 


‘ 


1h for atime of Liberty, 
Witt, who are unable, anc unfit to be all Rulers them- 
Hes; and to caft off rhefe, or notto be ruled by thete 5 
| ) cait off Chrift. Luke 10. 16. He that rejecbeth you, re- 
[pth me. Numb. 16. 3. You are gathered together againft 
Bord; The Lord accounts hirofelf oppofed and refi- 
i, when the Officers of his Church are flighted, and 
if government defpifed. — 
Dueft. What is this power? Quel. 
Info. 1. Negatively : 1. leisnorany Lordly pompons Anfw. 1. 
er, to bear the beilof great fmoakie titles, to govern 
Brorldly pomp; or by worldly rewards, and civill 
WM iGaments. 2Cor. 10.4. The weapons of our warfare 
B not carnal, but mighty through God, to the pulling down of 
Ming holds. It fhali not be fo with you, faich Chritt; but as 
sve been without all worldly fiace, io mutt yoube one 


‘es with chaines of Iron, orto promote his fervants by 
Bicualllivings. Chrift himfelf refufed to be a Judge m 
‘i caufes ; hence fome of our Divines, when they 


uldgrancthat Peter was Chyifts{aeceffor, and the Bi- 
ip of Rome Peters and Chrifts Vicar 5 yet as Chritt beiag 
IMcarth, exercifed no civill power, fo much les may 
fe. 
W, °Tismot any Antichriflian illimated power, viz. to 


i 


Mle power over many Churches (for.thars the main {pi- 
Bal Antichriftian excernall power) and the Minifters 
Breof; for weread in Scripture ot many Elders and 

iMfhops inthe fame Church, Adis 20. 28. but never of 

MY one ordinary Minifter,or Officer over manyChurclhiess 

ner to govern, or co baprize, as the Anabaptifts. would 
ong them, as many godly plead for now in the mitty 

Biufion of England. And look as we cry out of one 

A iffer non-refident, that fhall have fix or ten livings, 
jugh he give never fo good a flipend 5 19t only becaufe 
his pride and covetownefie, but becaufe of his uncon- 
mablenefie, &c.So here much more ofone man Overs | 
r over many congregations,ic maybean hundred atleaft 
». Tis norany Magifterial power, Diotrephes-\ike ye1- 
‘eto. do what they will, Jat. 23.8. and their wills to 
heir law; No, Matth- 28.204 Teaca, all ibat I.com- 
| , E 4 man ! 
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mandyou: Uthey do fin, their perfons are undemiyy 
cenfure of the Ghurch, in cafe of manifeft offences | 
fcandall by the mouthes oftwo or. three witneffes Ww} 
being Members of the whole Church, and under} 
and being finfull Members 5 may, ifthe cafe need it 
proceeded agairft by the whole. Neither have they. 
power to ad any publick Ordinance which concerns 4} 
: whole Ghurch, and where ’tis bound by Chrift ro judi 
without the priviry and confent of the Church, as 

ele& Officers, admirc Members, caft our offenders imty 
Vettry withour the knowledge of the Church, ores} 

the blaines of the reformed Churches, which the Aj 

files with their extraordinary power never did they 

_ © felves, mach lefie fhould thefe. 1 Cor. §. a 
4s 4. They have no immediate power of rule imhy 
diately given by Chri®, over any one particular Chur 
bur mediate by chat Church where they are 5 their g| 
of teaching and ruling are immediately from Chril| 
buc their aGuall power ro exercife it over this or thi 
particular € ongregation, is by that Church only. Het 
peut that were only ro take care for the ourwa} 
eftate ofthe Church, Adi. 6. 3, 4. they were ordain 
_bylifting up their hands. Thisis Apoftolicall pow 
and an iitrufion, and curs aiumder the force of rhe arg] 
ment of Mafter Ball his Book of power for Presby) 
ry, &c. 1 
g. Whatistheir power affirmatively ? | 
Anfw. 1. They have a power given themof rull 
and governing from Chrift by the people 3 hence thy 
are called Rulers, and fuch asrale, and are over Go| 
Church 3 hence they have ftrid charge and comma 
from the Lord to do ir. Hence Paul at Ephefus, Wh 
he was with them three years, yer had Rulers thew) 
and verf. 28 Feed Gods flock bought by bloud; on 
which, nor men, but the holy Ghoft hati-made you)| 
erfeers; Chirifts Church being like fheep, apt to fit 
ang perifh, unlefle chefe warch againft wolv 
and thefe the Apoftle ac his laft parting lefts her 
alfo, they are to give an accounc of it ar the lattidk 
Heb. 43. Hence thcfe caft ctf the Lords goveb 
ment over them, who will haveno Rulers or Govk 
ours ia Churches, who fhalleither {peak it or think: 
buc leave all to themfelves ‘and their liberty; to teat’ 
baptize, to order things’in Church, and fo by! 
my 


a 


2. 


l ee 


| __ foratimeof Liberty. 


rans they are not onlyZfingle Members or Officers ; 
¢ Paftor, and Teacher, and Elder and all. This 
Mieration of men, fons of Korah . are rifen up in 
He lattertimes 5 efpecially among{t Anabaprifts, Fa- 
lifts, and rigid Separatifts, and who are privily crept 
o . New- England Churches 3 Whofe condemnation 
Heps noc, Saran carrying them to extreams, and pride 
Ming them up above themfelves, above Men, a- 
{ we Officers, above Ordinances, and above God. 
qpac look as Common-wealths are under greateft bon- 
dee, where there isan Anarchy, where every one muit 
1: flave, becaufe every one muft be a Mafter; Soin the 
urches > no’ greater bondage'can come than this, the 
J edation of all confufion, and the icandail of the 
iy yes of God which through mercy his people here 
OY. | 
| i This power is more than any one private Meme 
i; hath in che Church, who. is not an Officer 3 Ic 
ald be a moft fimple ridiculous thing, if there 


@ fayes, Submit to them that are over you, 1 Thel- 
Bnians §. 12. and Hebrews 13. 19. Obey them that 
d& you, or rule ove? you. Hence thofe that’ do ac- 
bwledge Governours in the Charch for names fake, 
It they are fuch as have no more power than a 
vate Brorher; they do but allow the name, but deny 
+ thing: Hence faythey, they are to warch; fo are 
vate Menibers: they are to admonifh ; fo is every pri- 
ie Member: they aretorule; the word fignifies ro 
|de and go before another. | 
| Anfw. 1. The word torule, 1 Thef. 5. 12. isthe fame 
| rd with Tim. 3. 4,§. He thatrules his own houfe; 
| hich is a lictle more than they thar are befides kim in 
le Family; though this be nor fach a paternal! power, 
‘it is fommewhat more than that of private Mem- 
And that Heb. 13.17. isa. word which is :the 
he with that in Mati. 2. 6. Governour, particular- 
jpoken of Chrifts government, to feed otherwife chan 
vate Members. 
Aniw. 2. "Tis true, they are to watch.and admo- Anfy, 2. 
hin way of Chriftian duty; but others in way of 
Chrifts 
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Chrifts authority, as being his Ambaffadors, and fent(' 
him as in a family, one fervant fhould watch over ant’ 
ther 5 but rhe chief Steward, he is to do it With authorg) 
in the ablence of hisLord. And hence doth ir with mo}! 
majefty and power, and it takes, or fhould take deepr 
impreifion 3 foit isin Elders of aGhurch. i] 

Hence alfo, when men fhall cry fer liberty to fpeak, ¢' 
Elder forbids its; What, may noc the Church have libe’ 
ty? crue, but you arenota Church. An «Ider reprove| 
and they will reprove again; What, fhall nor the Chute} 
have liberty? An Elder gives reafonsftrong, and una} 
fwerable for fome thing to be done; a young fellow fhe’ 
ftep up, and fay, without ground, or fhew of ic, tha’) 


pur light, and mine is otherwife: What, may not et 
Church have liberty ? Yes, but you aré not the Church’ 
this is very fad, and hath been a roor of greateft {cand 
thar ever Gods wayes had. [ff Elders fin openly, ’tis” 
nother cafe,and fomewhat alfois there tobe done 5 Su' 
mit your felves one to another, much more to anFk| 
ders &c. ; 
3. Inthe execution of their office according to Chrt' 
they are over the whole Church. Their perfons indef| 
ase under them, in cafe they fin, and fin in the executit'! 
of their office, they are to be fubje&, nor only to el 
whole, but cothe laft Member of the Church: Suppe' 
the fin be not only fufpeéted, or réported, or apprehe'| 
ded by one, but two or three witmeffes at leaft, as 1 Zi" 
g. 19. but whiles they execute it according to Chrift,ch’ 
are therein above the Church, and ’tis bound to be fu 
je@ therein 3 and not to be fubjeG,is to refnfe to be cag 
Chrifts government. Hence, Heb. 13. Obey themth' 
rule you; he {peaks tothe whole Church, which was n 
in evill, but in good things according to God 5 and yet! 
evill things, look onthem as thofe over them. Exemp 
gratia, A Minifter in the execution of his office, let hr 
preach Chrifts eternall truth, deliver it and prove ii! 
What ever humane weaknefles there be in him, what 
ver darkneffe there isin others, yet he is therein abet 
Churches, Kings or Angels ; andthey fhall anfwer is 
the great day, thatdonorfubmic. In regard of my pel 
fon faid Luther, Vle falt down before any , but in regat’ 
ofthe truch I adminifter, Llook on the Kings of th 
earth as nits, nay daft, &c. ad Regem Angl. a 
Soin the power of the Keys in opening and fhurting ov 
Membetsy' 


for atime of Liberty. 
gimbers 5 they have tried and proved fuch a one; if they 
» asthey may, then give them reafons ; but if nor, they 
@ Dound co fubmic.. And that noras unto other Chrifti- 
}, but as unto an Ordinance, flampr with an authority 
Bacod upon them 3 inceed they are nor ro do any fuch 
ng without the prefence, confent, and judiciary power 
the Church; and the Church may nor fabmit to what 
lers propofe to be Ghrifts mind 3 bur then they caft off 
m Lords power, whichrhey areto anfwer for another 
/, 1 Cor. 42. 28. they are called Governours. Now 
i : Ruler of a Ship isto order it, though a King bein 
4g over him in thar refpeét, and the King is to be guided. 
fg him, whiles he gnidesic right; butifnot, the King 
ih power over him, to coramand others to take the 
ice, or caft him over board. : 
4 {is true, they arebut fervants to the Church, be- 
pote they are by. the Church, for the Church, and to 
Waip the Church, 2 Cor. 1. 24. and are fubje& co them if 
IBY fins but yet they are fervants unto Chrift, and in 
ercifing his power according to him,above the Charch. 
ror. 45 §.. We preach Chrift, and our felves your fervants 
Chrifts yes therein above them: ~Hence being their 
vants 5 if they fin, they are under the cenfure of the 
lurch, andthe Church may caft them by. Sobeing 
pcifts fervants5 if not fubmitred to, the Lord doth ac- 
tint hienfelf caft off. | 
x. Becaufe their power thus rightly executed, is the 
wer of Chrift jefus: Hence refuleit, you refule to be 
pect co him; if men wil not be ruled by Gods Ordiuan- 
buc will rulcOrdimances,they go about et) tule Chrift. 
2. Beeante, if there fhall be no fubje@ion here, tis 
ofeft hcentiouinefle, and not liberty in Churches; You 
ve liberty, but what liberty 2 tobe fabje& ro Chrifts 
qewer in pure liberty, and that in his fervants. Now 
Japen men will nor, and fhall refufe,wirhout thewing rea- 
fp» or convicting Elders of fin ; thisis to cait off the 
B>vernment of Chrift. . 
3. Elders are helpers of people, and there is no peo- 
ye but will tiaud in need of fuch helps, if humble, and a- 
Bee to difcern, toattendthe publick good, to teach and 
vince, &c. Hence, when there isno fin appearing in 
e execution oftheir office, they fhould with a holy fear 
pmir; and iay, If ye be tairhfuil watchmen, wihiat am I 
fac fhould be unfatisfied? my ignorance may miflead 
ers, &C. 4 They 


ae 1 
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4. They have power to over-fee, when they {| 

caufe, Ads 20. 28. and to fee into, and enquire i} 

to the eftare of the flock of God, to know their fpirit!| 

all condition, fo far as is fit to be known, that fo th 

may be comforted in the work of Chrift; though thei, 

be no fin break out, norrhey come to them. 1 Thefis) 

j 5,6. The Apoftle enquired into their faith, charit)| 

* ‘and prayer, verf.7. and hence was comforted, @| 

And this Paw! doth not as an extraordinary man, bh 

- Jeaves his example asa prefident tothe Elders of Ephi| 

fus;to go from honfe to honfe, and enquire, to tea | 

e andexhort, Adfs 20. for Elders are to prevent fcanda'| 

as well astro remove them, left when they come the 

fay, Oh that Lhad known this before, efpecially whet | 

they feeneed. Now hence itis that men caft off th 

government of Chrift, when they will not have the! 

{piriruall condition fearched into, the Elders foot is no} 

too great for his fhoe, Tamto ‘give an account to God! 

fo are they alfoofthee;now thou canft not give it | 

thou fenquireft not how thy condition ftands, neithe| 

can they wich comfort unleffe chou telleft them how 

{tands with thee. "Tis tme there are many fect! 

things they can never find out, yet they are to acrend the’ 

duty. . 5 

Tad Minifters charge is to caft the feed, the Elde/ 

duty is to enquire after the fruit in the husbandry ¢ 

Chrift 3 itisa fad condition when aman hath fuch® 

wound that he will not go to rhe Lord for hel 

becaufe hee loves ic 5 and will nor have man - t! 

know it, becanfefiee is afhamed of it 5 But you fha' 

know ic, at the laft day that the Lord would hay 

healed you, and you would noc, bur can quarrel! 

and {nap at the Elders when they come to enquifl! 

of your condition ?. and why do ye inquire; youtake tol 

much on you. 

s. They have power to guide, and counfell, ant 

“i warn the Church, at leaft in all weighty affaire’ 

which may concern them and their common» good} 

hence they are called guides and leaders to the pe@ 

ple, Heb. 13. 17. Mal. 2. 7. 1do nor mean in a 

perfonall things. Acts 20. 31.1 warned you of wolves, 

Hence f , 

Ke 1, For members in matters of great and weighty’ 
affaices which concern the good of the whole Chur 


4. 
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| g for a time of Liberty. — ; 
i yall Churches, never to enquire at Abel is cafting off 


i: Lord, asin eleGion of Offices in Church, and Ma- 
rates in the Commen- wealth, &c. 


. Hence to receive any opinion different from all the 
Miersin the Church, and never to much as fpeak, much 
| ‘¢ come to a fad debate about it, is to caft off this yoke, 

A contrary tocovenant, and Elders would never have 
Jertook the care of the Church withourcit; and irfads 
ir hearts that they do their work feebly. 


}. Hence to propofe a doubtfull queftion to the 


Birch , which may trouble, or bring an offenders 
Mico the Church withouc counfell of the Elders, 
Wo may encourage them if of God, and ripen it for 


B Church, or difcourage it if norof God. Chrift when 
writes to the Churches, he fuperfcribes his Epi- 


| 


fs to che Angels; and ifone man may propofe a doubt- 
opinion, another may, and a third, and one may 
with another, and fo much confufion will fol- 


Hence when men fhall not take warning of evils 
ome upon evident grounds, ir’s.cafting off the Lords 

» and when they come on thee , thou mayeft 
t is becaufe I have refufed to hearken to my 
chers, they warned me of this, and irmay be you 


ling to the word of the. Lord by his fervant Elifha, fo will 
‘i Lord make good the words and threatnings of his 
dgofull fervanrs. 5 
g- They have power .of publick reproof of any 
Jaber of the Church, in cafe of plain, open and 
dBlick offences 5 others without leave cannot, nor 
fafic not, although others may tell them. Reproofs 
B pare of the power peculiar to the governours 
Many fociety, where governours are prefentefpecial- 
Maand at hand 3 asnowina Family, no wife man will 
et brawles amongft his children or fervants, but fayes 
tell me. 1 77m..5. 20. Now his is fad. when.a man 
\i0t forbear reproof of others, mor hear —reproofs 
aclders, bucturns again, and will be judge in his own 
We though never fo groffe, afignof an extream fro- 
md high fpirit, Hofea 4. 4. which makes the 
Nd torake away Elders as foon as any fin is com- 
red, and ftoptheir mouths. Exod. 2. Who made thee 
a 


‘one, even by the conteffion ot the blindeft deboift 


though they earnora bit, and hence thrive not, bu’ 


' - felves. 
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a Fudge, dc. And when afflidions come, and yc 
enquire, what isthe canfe ofic? yeu may be fure 


Prov. §. 12. How have I hated Inftruction, and not 
the voice of my teachers ? | ee 

6. They are to feed with power, asthe word moiga 
pew fignifierh, every one in their places, publickly infifh | 
Ging, exhorting, comforting, and privately alfo; whic 
though private men may do, yet here 1s the ftamp ofa 
thority alfo, and fo the more power the more bleffing +} 
fually, ifGod be acknowledged therein. Ads 20.31 
Hence, ‘ a 4 

1. When men defpife their food 5 they are poor thips) 
they fpeak, and they can fee no matter in them 5 and th 
after itudy, prayers and tears, &c. and fo caft itby’ 
this is ro caft off rhe Lord. | 


iy 


2. When men grow glutted and full, Mal.1. ult.¢ 


3 


fpirirofflumber andadeep fleep grows onthem, df 
they cannot be awakened byall. the Ordinances of Go 
Thefe things call for chains. Azos 8. 12. When ® 
thefe Sabbaths be ended? for which rhe Lord threaret 
famin, and then you fhall know the worth of them in@ 
want of them. . 4 

Thefe things I fpeak. 1. Becaufe 1 fee the Apoftle. 
many of his Epiftles layes this charge on the people. Ai 
13-9, 17. ‘tis twice repeated. 1. Left Officers i 
fadded in their work that’s heavy. 2. Left it be unpre 
table for you 3 you think to get this and thar good by" 
but it will be norhing inthe conclufion. q 

2. Becaufe we lie under {lander of many, and th 
godly, as if Elders in Churches were but only € 
phers. ey 
3. Becaufe people begin to run to extreames, Elde: 
taking all tothemfelves, and people taking all for chet. 


} 


4. Becaufe ifhere be not attendance you quicklys 
the miferable ruine and fall of Churches, more fad the 
the burning of Solemons Temple. Tis objerved of 7? 
beam, when he was facrificing he hadno leprofie, b 
wheuhe ftrerched out his haad againft the Prophe 
was withered 5 for the Lord will not bear here, they m 
be depifed, and you may chink your felves Kings witi0, 
theni,1 Cor. 4. 8. and they will fay{o, they maay rule’ 


meatier 


| y will, but you will do as you lift. But the Lord will 
srevoked forthis, all Satans fubtilry lies here; dif- 

ce the Elder fayes one, divide them fayes another, 

| chom down fayes the third, that there may be no 
yg in Jfrael,no nor in Sion, thac we may do whatis 
ic in our own eyes. 

}. Try when the externall Kingdome of Chrift ina 

nmon-wealth is caft off; for when any Common- 
pith is ordered according to the facred will of Chritt, 
fach perfons efpecially whofe aim is te advance the 

i gdome of Chrift by their rule and power, ’tis then be- 

fine the Kingdome of Chrift Jefus. And hence, Revel. 

y's - when the feventh trumpet is blown, and the 
‘ds laft wo is come upon che world and the Kingdoms 

Areof, which have oppofed Chrift, and chofe King- 

Anesare turned to imbrace the Goipell, and fubmiz co 

iy power of Clirift in the fame, then it’s faid, The King- 

Bes of the world ave become the Kingdomes of Chvift; iv’s 
faid,Chrifts Kingdome isbecome the Kingdome of the 

Bad, as if Chrift fhould pur down civill authority, and 

Barcife rule by it himfelf, but, The Kingdomes of the 

g/d, i. e. the various Kingaomes ave become Chrifts, 1. e. 

dyanice it, and debafe themilelvesathis feer, Eph. t. 

Hit’s faid, All things ave put under Chrifis feer, and he is 

BM! over all things to the Church, ( that 1s univerfally, 
fly. nexely, particularly, ) fo then earths Kingdomes 

Bien they are {ubjed co Chrift, for his ends, now they 
rcife the Kingdome of ¢ hrift, in a manner ; and hence 
aft off this, isto caft off che Kingdome of Chrift, and 
» provoke the Lord to put us under bondage. 

Wueft. Whenis Chrifts Power and Kingdome caft off 
e? 

Minfw. There.is a double Power in the Kingdoms 
the world, whichI fuppofe, whea they become 
ifts Kingdomes , they will rerain. 
irft, There is fome fupreme or higher power 5 in the 
'f Magiftrates, Princes, or chief Court of Juftice. 
Necondly, There is fome inferiour power, by fome 
riour power, fetover particalar Perfons, Cities, and 
lvns, forthe well ordering of them. The ground of 
H is, that naturall necefiity which Fethro propounded 
is Ged to Mofes, Exod. 18.17, 18. ’Tis not good for 
to be alone, but thou wilt both wear out thy felf, and thy 

Bile. Publick aurhoriry muft have many eyes, and 
' many 


many hands 5 and like a River that isto water a Count}, 
it mufthave many ftreams: Aud hence they had inj} 
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Common-weaith of I/rael, which was for God, in evi} 
City Judges, andin Towns, fuch as were over fifties 4 
tens, Exod. 18. 25. which it feemes continued long, | 
all fit men for government were taken away; and tt 
Tfaiah 2. 3. their condition is lamented. - a | 
Now the form of rhis government is not in all Comm, 
wealthsalike, the Lord nor binding to any 5 and her | 
called ‘dvtecmrh X]icts, an ordinance of men. Henc,| 
isa foolifh vanity to ask a warrant in Scripture for fue 
form of “Government 3 for humane wifdome may tee! 
this, though nor in Church-government.... Yet this, 
preme and inferiour Government hath been inall Kn) 
domes; 1 Pet. 2.13-14.t0 both which fubjeétion is. 
quired; to refufe to give it, isto caft offthe Lords ¢ 
vernments and there are couched four reafons int), 
place to prove this. cf | 
1. Doit for the Lords fake, for the name of Chrift 5 a 
‘that honour and majefty of Chrift ftamped on them, fi) 
mit; hence cafi chem off, you caft by refpe& unto 5 n} 
the name of Chrift Jefus- | : 4 
2. Becaufe they are in the room of the Lord, to dot 
work ofthe Lord ; In punifhing evil- doers,and for the pra 
of them that do well. It’s true, they may abufe th, 
power otherwife, but yer their power is onething, 4, 
their abufe of iranother. 
3. Becaufe, this is the willof Chrift, and you do wel, 
it; aud fo you fhall ftop ‘the mouthes of foolifhmen, apt) 
fpcak. againft you for fin. 3 i 
4. Becaufe, this is the liberty of Chrift, verf-"6. and, 
ave fervants to Chrift inits and to do otherwite is lice 
oufneffe; and their liberty to exempt themfelves fromt; 
power of lawfull authoriry, -was but a cloak of it. 1 
foitfeems in thote dayes, fome held ir part of th, 
Chriftian liberty to be free from all bonds 5 and faid, # 
Chrift had made them Kings on Earth, &e. Sotha 
they did catt off fubjeAtion, they did caft of the name 
Chrift, power of Chrift, will of Chrift, liberty of Chi 
Jefus. Even under heathen Magiftrates 5 what then) 


they thaccaftir off under others? i 
Queft.s. When is Chrifts Government caft off in}, 
fpect of the fupreme power? 4 


Anfw. Thofe that know the queftions about t 
pow 


| VF Sore 2 time of Likert 


awer of Pririces and people, efpecially revived in thefe 
-daves 3 cannor bur know the field is large, where. 
ae Lam, I thall be wholly filent 5 unleffe Liaw greater 
(@ of fpeaking than I do, and only point out two or 
re particular s co prevent fuch fins 4s ftand next to the 
ps5 co break in pan this power- 

| When men caft off fecrecly dread, and fear, and reve- 
ce of the Majefiy,Dominion and Sovereiguty thar God 
{+ upon authoriry 5 and fo come ro have low, mean 
"Beghtsofchem, and conrempt of them. {ts trie, none 
Mpeld be eleted, but fuch as mencan honour for fome 
puency or other, and thatof God, feenin them. Able 
fearing God, chief among|t the peoples was the coun- 
Mg of God by "Fethro and Mbfes; bue when they be E- 
cd, now to defpife them, and hence not ro bow 
i knee, of ftir the hac, and fpeak rudely before 
| "3 it’s cafting off, not only their power im figh he of 
q 


Bit the very root of ir, which is honour :And hence 
e fifth Commandment, all duties tothem are com- 
foended under the word Honour. And who fees not 
Bcthisisa fin, whichis apt to atrénd the fpirits of men 
B face of liberty, and in our weak beginnings, and. 
of {mall things? Reports are abroad, that no men of 
ich are refpedted ; and hence the Countrey is neg- 
Ie. I cannot fay fo after many thoughts; for lami 
waded no place in Europe more ready to honour men 
Lblick fpirits, and of eminency in piety, and humilie 
without che feci ing of w: uch, n@ euntrey more apt 
NPilifie; becanfe grace is the glory in the eye ofa 
mtrey led by Religions Buc take heed, leit fucha 
i: be ‘allus; lefiche Lord pur ont our Lamps, and caft 
Crown down to the ground. 
i When men feek ro pluck the fword of revenge for fin 
I ing the Gommonwe alrh, our of their hands 5 withe 
| which, the greareft power ina Common-wealth, is 
Wt pageant, and a meer vanicy, almoft anulliry. Hence, 
WE. 13. 4. He is Goas Menilters yess when he gives. 
] counfell and when he isa revenger , to execute 
bon bimthat doth evill: Sornat be the evill what 
Bl be, ifichure the Common-wealth, or be againft 
Bvholefome Law thereof; heis Gods Minifter ro pu- 
kecivilly. In che firft Reforma ation. of Geneva, there 
pas many Lerefics and errours almoft as trutlts 
bd. Servetus, he denyed the Deity of Chrift ;where- 
B upon 


men fhould punifh no herefie at alls but be mercifulkai 


of che man, and the fad confequences of fuch opinio: 
‘their power fhould be diminifhed. : 


' men im matters of Religion from che power of the cit 
h 


‘together ; The indulgence of Princes towards the Pap! 
8 


extream horror; Whereupon herefies being begun 
be fnibb’d aud blafted, Bellias writesa Book : 1. Tha 


meek,as Chrift was to the adulterous woman. 
they did; vet rhat Magifirates they fhould not punifh k 
errors or herefies. 3. [fthey did, yet not with fuct 

verity asthey begun. To all which, Beza hath gi 
moft learned and folid anfwer, detefting the hypocril 


I conceive, ’tis cafting off Chrifts power, totakea' 
power from Magittrates to punith fins againft the firft 
ble, of which errorsand herefics in Religion are par 
as clear asthe Sun, that the Kings of Judah that v 
g-dly did it, and were commended tor ic 3 and “CS#! 
ciear, they were commended for it 5 not as types 
Chrift, but becaufe they did therein that which wé 
rightin Gods eyes, and according tothe commandmer! 
ofthe Lord 3 Which judiciall commandments, concet 
ing the punifhing of Sabbath-breakers, falfe Prophe 
Hereticks, &c. Gods-fence to preferve moral] lawe: 
they are of morall equity, and fo to be obferved co th’ 


day of Chriftiaaw Magiftraces, &c. To exempr Clerg i 
gy! 
at | 


fword, is flat Popery 3 by means of which Antichrift 
rifen, and hathcontinued in his pomp and power fo le 


fundion*in matters of Religion, hath undone sae | 
dome. : 
Tistrue, every error isnorto be immediately co 
mitted, but when ’tis likea gangrene, ofa f{preading 
ture, then the Magiftrate in due time muft cut it off fpe 
dily. - 
éObjes?. Leave them tothe Church. ot 
‘»Anfw. True, leave them 1. there, But 2. Somet 
the Church will nor, fometimes they afe not of a 
Church. A Papift, an Arminian may come in and Ie 
ven and damne many afoul, for which they had bet 
never been ; Ifit were bur one, and if he fayes, 1 
with ameek fpirit, (their trick of late) and none mt 
meddle, becaufe mercy muft be fhewen to theis wolve 
A wile fhepherd had rather leca huncer come mand 
one of his fheep,than let a Wolfor tox eicape, Adis 20% 


fo 


east 
7 


fora time of Liberty. 
: fee his people perfecuted, than their foules wor- | 


1o ad 
Werefie and Error hath this property ; it ever dfes by 
ere oppofition, and rruth ever rifeth the more 3 becaufe 
Mriftis againft the one, Hewce it muft fall; bur ior che 
fer, hence ic fhall rife by its fall : Hence, fer your felves 
inft this, ’cis to oppofe the power of Chrift Jefus And 
ce in Henry the 8thtime, the. Abbies fell, asd never 
Idrife to this days but the fix Articles againft che 
nts purfued with blood, made them increafe the 
geen aoe 
i. When men will not fabmitto the wholefome Laws 
@iagiftrates 5 which are either fundamentrall, and con- 
Ming; or Ordéss that have their dace and time of ex- 
wing, made for common good. When men will ei- 
B® haveno laws, or as Sood as none, or fubmicto none ~ 
what they pleafe, Deut. 17. 12. He that will not 
B ken, but do prefumptuoufly, hall dye + He being the 
Dai fter of rhe Lord 3 aud indeed it is co caft off rhe Lord. 
@ not about here to eftablifh a fovereign power in Ma- 
ares, which isproperto God, to make what lawes 
tl r will, about civill, Religious, or indifferent things, 
@achen people to fubmit tothem for no other reafon, 
Brecaufe of their will; under which notion, fuperftid- 
# Churches hath been ufhered and maintained, you 
m@ obey authoriry: in that cafe, ic’s berrer to fuffer 
Bto fm, andnot to do, than do. Buti fuppofe the 
'sjuft, righteous, holy, and for publick good, and 
apparently fo, and not in faying fo only : Now here, 
a {t off lawes, is to caft off Carift. ; 
miere are two things efpecially, which are the canfe 
pecafion of the breach of all other lawes ; and the 
geft fins and fweeteft, which men,young men efpeci- 
the hopes ofthe Commonwealth, aiécatcht with, 
| Bee's 16: yh ‘ 
| Whoredome, fecret lufts and waatonneffe, and o- 
MW {trange lufis which I ceafé aud dare not name, 
gs ¥4. 24. The fin before Shifhad came,a fin which 
‘times Solomon cannot fee thorow his window, nor 
ve ofauthority difcern; but God will judge for. it, 
13-5. and it he be judge, who fhall be thy jailor, 
atan ° and what fhall be thy fenteace,, but death? 
Whacthy chaines, but ahard heart for che prefent, 
Myorrour afterward? Afin which pollutes the very 
| Fa éarth, 


ta 


ee 


‘and inthe end, poverty and ruine. And. know it,thoug 
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earth, the land, the very duft of the ground; and 
cafe of all fin almoft in a place, as dtun enneffe,idle 
corrupt opinions, feoffing at the Minifters of God, 
wayes of God: For I feldom knew a_perfecuro, 
but he was anadulterer, thoughit’s not alwayes tru 


nomans eye has {een thee, no power of Magifirate 
reach thee ; this word fhall be fire to confume thee , 
leffe thou repent : for thy looks, thy lufts, thy dallia 
ces, thy rhoughts, thy fpeeches, thy endeavours this we 
much more forthe thing. Mans law fhall not bind 
here, becaufe it ‘cannot reach you 5 but know, 
Chriftis caft off by you. 5) 
2. Loofe company,vain men, Prov.25. 3, 4.A Comme, 
wealthisa refined vefleli of ufe for God, and judgeme| 
is eftablifhed 5. when thefe are taken away, your knor: 
Jocfe company. Take a poor Souldier alone,he is as oth) 
men, but when they are got intoa knor together 5 nc} 
giey grow firong again{t all Laws of God or men._| 
here, the knot of good fellowfhip hath been the bane) 
che fourifhing Stace of England, meeung in Lavernes 4, 
fuch places 3 and the canle of whoredome, and ofall e, 
commonly in a Nation. For henee, '. Much precit 
rime is lolt3 which iffpencin praying, as in fporting Wj, 
chem, many a young mans foul had been blefied : Hen, 
{-metimes dicing, feafling, exceffive drinking, me; 
tiles, which take off all {piritual joy + Hence “filthy for, 
aid lafcivious fpeeches; by which hopetull young men) 
i (iared, and taught to do wickedly, and fo knit to thy, 
toarirsdeath ropart with them, and it’s better to bul, 
whele Town, than to poyfon one hopefull young ma, 
Newr to communion with wanton women, Ih 
ever looked on unnecefiary fellowship with grace, 
men, asthe next- Well, know it,you caft off che Lt 
e svernment from you by his férvants,which will be fa, 
aatwer for another day- And as the Prophet faid to, 
hefaphat, Shouldeft thou love them that hate the Lord 4 
wrath is againft thee fer this: Sofay 1 to thee. 
Queft. 2. Inferiour power, when is that caft off, | 
in particular Cities or Townes by meaner perfons? | 
Anfw. 1 fhall expreffe it in three things chiefly. | 
» «When Souldiers in particular Towns,caft off ref 
re conicience to the commands of their leaders fet 


fad 
Qk & ote 
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them ofGod, and who under God are the walls @ 


1 


oe . 
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| for atime of Liberty. 
Hard fafety for the Countrey;'tis nor now an artillery day, 
Jy I maft fpeak a word, becaule it’s a thing of moment, 
Md matter of great confcience with me. I fappofe, in 
rha place at leaft,according to the Centurions example 
Bonet Heathens, Mat. 8. 9. a word cfa Comman- 
ar to any of them fhounldbealaw. I fay to one, Go, hee 
ts. Now for men to come when-they lift ro thofe mee- 
gs,and fo time is loft, and when they do come, no care; 
nad almoft faid confcience, to mind their work in 
fad, and doit withall their might, as it to which they 
age called 5 bur Officers may {seak, charge, cry, yea ftrike 
Bnetimes, yet heed nor, it’s intolerable § bucthat Mem- 
Wars of Churches, which fhould be examples to others 
| buld do this, ‘at leaft icis bur brutifhneffe. But Ido 
Monder whar rules of Confcience fuch do walk by, and if 
Wicy do, where is their cenderneffe to withdraw their 
oulders from under the work? which if there be but 
iglifh blood in a Chriftian, he will endeavour to be 
rfe@ in his Art herein: but ifgrace, much more, that 


: may make one ftone in the wall, and be fit to fhed his 

| bod, ifneed be, for the defence of Chrifts fervants, 
nurches, and caufe of God. 

8. When any Town doth caft off the power and rule of 


i>wnf{men, fer by the fupreme Magiftrare to make fuch 
Widers as may make for the publick weal thereof. { know 
foctimes men maynot be fo able, wile, and carry mat- 
is imprudently : Town-orders may alfo fometimes want 
Mac weight, that wifdome, thofe cautions, thar mature 
iiofideration as ismect, as alfo chat due & prudent publi- 
Mion, that all may know of them, with records of them. 
nctake Town-orders that be deliberatly made,prudent- 
publifhed, for the publick peace, profit, comfort of che 
Mice, to oppofe thefe, or perfons that make thefe, with 
dich care, fear, tendernefle 5 1f1 know any thing, is a fin 
fa crying nature, provoking God, and cafting off his go- 
(irnment. « Iconfeffe, if chere be not care here 3 Zknow . 
Wa way of living under any goverament ei Charch or 
Bmmon-wealth, ifthe publick affaires of the Town be 

Bi off. Iknow fometimes, godly anc dear to Chrift, may 
ough weakneffe,want of light, (adden prifior, and vi0- 
Ac rentation,oppofe heres burJampertvacec ey be 
> Lords, he willin time humble them sor t, 2-9 Waxe 

rm better after it. 


Tknow the anfwer to two queitioas would clea" Hy 
F.3 al 


I. 


-fhould beufed in making lawes? 2. How farre tho 


~ folure and fovercign- power to bind confcience ( 1.1 


-accnfe for fin; for confcience is at liberty withouttiy 
‘this isa truch urged by all orthodox Proreitane Diving | 


1 \ . « 
~ moft petty occafions of our lives, it reacherh men how 
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all the doubrs about this matter. 1. What pru : 


mine -lawes and Town-erders bind confcience ¢ 
caanot actend thefe: only fix things | would here fay. 
1. The willand Law of God only hath Suprem 


urge it or conftrain either to excufe for doing well: 


4 


gaint the Papifts; fo thar no lawcan immediately bi 
confcience but Gods. ae | 
1. Becaufe he only is Lord of confcience 3 becaute i 
made ir, and governs it, and only knows it ; and he 
only is fit topreferibe rules for it. a | 
2. Becaufe he only can fave or deflroy the foul 5 hi! 
only power tomake lawes for the foul to bind confcren 
Fames 4.12. There is one Law-giver, who is able to 
or deftry. Ifa. 33. 22. fot the law which fo binds cc 
{cience ro,a duty that the breach of itis a fin, and thar’ 
gaintt God : we know thacthe leaft fin of it felf deftro:| 


-the foul, binds ir over to death, but none have power' 
: | 


defiroy ir burt the Lord himfelf- aa 

2. Becaufe the Law is fufficienr to guide the wh' 
man, in its whole courfe, in all che actions or occafion | 
meddles with, or rakes nm hand, even in civill as well 
ii: Religions matters. Prov. 2. 9. wifdom teacheth et 
good path. Pfal. 1x9. 11. I have bid thy word, that Imi) 
not fin. Whatever one doth without a rule from 1 
word, isnorof faith. Hence the word defcendsto i 


tock, Pfal.is1. 1. howto fpeak, Mat. 12. 36.10%; 
feencs to the plaiting ofthe hair, 1 Pet. 3.$. movin 
the ‘cer, Ifa. 3.16. and what is of Chriftian Itberty 
irs frcedome from the word: a man muft give an acco! 
at the lait day of every ftirring of heart, thoughts, 2 
tives, and fecret words; and if fo, -thenit mutt be acc 
ding ro che rule of the word: and hence the word oO 
hath abloluce power tobind Mafters, Servants, and if 
ces, how they govern, and people how they fubjedt 54 
chis che Lord harh done to make men take counfell ff 
him, and walk in fear before him, and approve che 
‘elves co him, elpecially Townfmen in their places: i 
confyic without God. 7 


2. All good Laws and Orders inacted in any | 
? mi 


| 
ta 
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ig for atime of Liberty. 
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He co give fufficienc direCtion herein. For_all the au- 
Jority ofthe higheft power on earth in contriving of 
thws, is in this alone, viz. co make prudentcclledcion 
Aid f{peciall application of the generall rules, recorded in 
Wcipture, to fuch fpeciall and peculiar circumftances 
Mhich may promote the publick weal and good of per- 
as, places, proceedings. Prov. 8.85. By me Princes 
| cree juftice. Fofluar.9,8. Do what Mofes commanded, 
‘nnot oneither hand. Objeé?. But! cannot fee my way 
Mmhence alwayes. Aedirate therefore on it much, 
d then thy way fhall profper, &c. Many things 7 /hua 
i}, nor particularly fer down by Mofes, but may be col- 
Tiedfromit. Deut. 1.17,18, 19,20. The king is to 
ve it, that he may prolong his dayes in the midft of [fracl, in 
Hi Kingdome. Whatmade Rehoboamtoturn from thefe 
Tiyes? he thought he could nor ftablifh his Kingdome 
bite it; that was therefore-the ruine of him and his 
igdome. 
1. Thisappears, becaufe the word is fufficient to di- 
at, as hach been fhewn ; and hence a!l directions and 
Bees are to be taken from hence. - 
th. Becaufe either men have rules to walk by, or their 
| p wills and apprehenfions are to be rules 5 but nor fo, 
Wevfe mens wills are not only corrupr, busic’s a peculi- 
(prerogative to God to be obeyed, becaufe of his will. 
# reafon or wifdome which makes a rele,binds ;which 
y| | é 5 Fs Op aigg 
be right, is pare of the law writ in the heart, which is 
He plainly feen and fully opened in the word, whence 
i ction is to co be had. 
Bi. Humane lawes or orders thus, either fer down ia 
Bavord, or deducted from the word, and applied by 
Bac thathe in place in Townes; though they donot 
Bae confcience firfily, as humane,or by humane power, 
iy. as pubuifhed and impofed by man; ) yerthey do 
Bac fecondarily, 7. e. by vertue of the Law of God, 
ean they are contained, or from whence they are 
Bived and deduéted, and according to which they are 
fed 5 they are like fubpenas in the Kings name, or 
Mof arrefi, which by vertue of higher power chal- 
» obedience; And thus to break thefe, is to fin againft 
M and makes the confcience. liable to punifhment 


"God: And the reafon is. 


/ 


y i 
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‘word. 1Sam.8 7. They have not rejected thee, but me 


- Ordinance of God,i.e. when they command thee accordy 


-¥. Becanfe men fin hereby againft the Lord, a 
holy righteous law, becaule Gods law is contai 
thele ; and what is deducted from the word, is t 
| 

2. Becaufe they fin againft the power of the Magiftr}! 
hercby, and againft men in place, and fo againtt mq 
means 3 Rom. 13.2. He that refifteth the power, vefiftetM: 


to God, which the Lord takes very ill, & che meat 
‘the power is ( as in Towns ) the more terrible will} 
Lord be, when le comes to vific for it 5 hence they 
cewe to themfelves damnation, both by God and men. } 
Tis true,if they be northus according to the word, 4 
rather againft che generall rules of it: though men’ 
Townsand places are not to be obeyed, yet fubjeat! 
is cheir due even then; 7. e. not fo refufe obedie! 
with contempt of their perfons,places, power, or {can’ 
ro their procecdings, er profeifion of the Gofpell. Re: 
not the Lords high Prieft; {peak evill of no man; but! 
ther com: in private, and confer with them 5 and F 
what may be laid, and be willing to give and taker! 
fon. 6 re: Se Eh >| 
4. Humane lawes and ordersmay be known tobe) 
cording to the word, when they command or fol 
{ch hings, asreally advance or tend to promote’ 
publick good. : ied + 
’ This Padde to anfwer thar great queftion in many! 
pulous minds. 1 casvot fee (fo ignorant) when ar! 
der iscollefied fromehe generall rules of the we 
now this cnclufion anfwers thar doubt : For: 
as the main work of men in place, is to promore pul 

» gcod3 Cand hence ‘publick fpirired men are to be ch! 
for it) fo che principal rule is chat which God an: 
Wor. g:vesthem co walk by ; whareverreally doch 
to the advancement ofthat; Fublifh'thatjrecord that! 
execite thar, Rom. 13. 4. He is Gods M nifie! 
thee fir good:t. e. forthe publick gdod.~ He is for, 
private goed, bur’cisin reference /to publick good! 
as privite perfors are to attend their work, fo pn 
periols publick go. Hence, “ +. [falaw be mao 
publick hurt, t) t law is notofGod. <a 
2. Hence, if re law be made/yonly for the p: 
good of thémiclves, or any particular perfon, and) 
the publick, that’s noc according to God. © Adin 


for atine of Liberty. 
fas Fofbuas (pirit herein, Fofh. 19. 495 §0. 
3. If laws be only in appearance and prerence for pub- 
lick good, and notreally, chey tind not 5 none muft do 
vill, much teffe make a law ofir, for publick good. No- 
ring more wfuall than co make civill lawes and orders, 
qrofling Gods law, andto pretend publick geod 3 which 
iver prove the publick peftsand plagues, and cankers of 
at place, as Feroboams command for Religion. Some 
@nings are forbidden plainly, they make not for pub- 
ack good, but hurr, the flatues of Omrt. Other things 
are indifferent in their nature, as {wine to go abroad, 
to be fhut up; but inconvenient in their ufe, and hurt- 
alf and {candalous, and that really tothe generall. They 
re not for pablick good, Whatever is pretended. 
somethings are plainly commanded, they are for the pub- 
Baick good citcumftantiated 5 {ome things are indifferent in 
Miheir nature, burconvenienr and comfortable in. their 
fife, thofe are indeed according to God. And fuch 
hings may be difcerned, they are fo obvions and fenfi- 
ple, of fuch necefility and fuch profir , when duly confider- 
ed by perfons not blinded with theis private ia- 
erefts. iY 
| 4. Hence things indifferent, which may as well be left 
fjendone asdone, and fo publick good no way advan- 
ced, are not of God that any fhould reftrain chem: 
For tHe liberty which Chrift hath purchafed by his blood, 
Mand which Gods law gives; noiawof man caw abolith, 
jor take away. It’sthe cry of the claw-backs of Princes, 
jMathat they have power in things indifferent, i. e. fuch 
fachings which make as much for publick good, not to ufe, 
| as ufesche cruth is,he hath leaft power here; becaufe they 
are idle and Idol-lawes, no hurt, noris there good in 
Michem:-Andhence, fome ofthe moft rigid Schoolmen 
maintain fuch lawes bind not confcience : we are not to 
feek our private only; now all human lawes are helps to 
Wa feek publick. 

5. That lawes made for and according to God for pub- 
lick good, if they do not defiroy fome mens particular; 
only for fome time pinch and preife hard upon his parti- 

cular good; or their particular good, men are bound 
‘im confcience here to fubmir. True, 1. Ifit were poffi- 
Able, all Jawes for publick good, fhould -hure na 
: H particular man, and Townimen, if they can 5 fhould 
“help chofe chat are hure 5 yec becaule no lawes, but 
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ufually they wiil preffe onfome mans particular ; the | | 
vieft end ofa flaffe tharis robe born, maft fall ont 
mans fhoulder, and fuch lawes maft be made. He 


man isto bear and fabmit cheerfully, i.e. from the ru et 
. 


love, which willabate of particular for the gener 


¥ 


good; love that more than mine own. 2. The lawe 

juftice, a man isto do ashe would be done by; therej 

sto man, bat if his good was advanced by the ‘general i 

bur would. be conteut thacfome particular fhould be pin 

ched. 3. The law ofnacure - The ftomack is conten! 

to be fick, and body weak, to heal the whole body. Hen 4 
Chriftians fhould nor chink thar Towufmen are careleffe’ 

unjoft, andaimed actheir hurt, whenir is thus. 1 rk 

i2. 4. ‘ 7 

ea 6. Ameer Penal law when ’cisbroke; the forfeirat’ 
is fufficient for the farisfaction of the offence, or trefpaffé| 

but nor in a mixt Law. i 

ry. a.  Firft, A Penall law is about things of fmall moment, 
»Secondly, ’Tis noc made by way of command, bi 
with an aut, adisjunétive copula: andis ingeed + 


provifo than alaw. : 
I 2. Thirdly, Itisin the mind of the law, make fatisfadte' 
ry ifthe penalty be payed, though the law be nor pe | 
formed, becaufe the publick good in the mind of ri 
Law-maker is known to be ferforward that way as by o- 
bedience torhelaw. In thefe cafes penalty is enough} 
but ifrhe law be mixt, ise. there is aicommand it fhall 
dedone; and Law-giver is fad, rhough penalry being’ 
paid, as beingaboura matter of weight; itmay be the 
livelyhood and comfort of men, as keeping hogs out of 
corn, and peace ina Town, thatthere be no complains: 
ing ; here the penalty will not fatisfie, becaufe rhis is no, 
penall law, but alaw indeed dedudted from rules of the, 
word of God; asitisin theft, hethat fteals, fhall pay. 
fourfold; or that brawles, fhall be duckein the water | 
Suppofe one fhould fay, I will fuffer my fervant ro fteal or? 
revile5 | hope *tis no offence ifhe fuffer the penalty. Yes, | 
but it is, beeaufe it isnota meer penall law; che thing is), 
of weighr, peace between neighbours, fo peace in 2 Town.” 
Ac’s a flat charge norto break it, and thou know!t {uch is i 
the honefty and juftice of a Afagiftrare, that he willfay, t 
would rather you would never dothus, thaa offer chofe ~ 
to do. Hence in'Gods law Chrift muft faffer, and do) 


alfo, becaufe Gods lawisnot meerly penal; but dois 
t 


i for atime of Liberty, CT ee 
Jething, gives more content than the punifhment. __ es 
3. When fervants caft off all fubjection to their Go- a 

‘rnours. Families being the members and foundari- 
as of Towns, and fe of Common-wealths. When they Tit.2:9,10. 

e not obedient; but anfwer again; ifthey be lec alone, 1 Pet. 3.18. 
men idle; if rebuked and curb’d, then flubborn and proud, Eph.5-s. 

id worfe for chiding, and find faule with their wages, 

id victuals, and lodging 5 weary, and vex out the heart 

*Mafter and Miftreffe, and make them weary of ther 

yes, and their God a/fo almoft fometimes and that by 

ach profefling Religion, and all thar they might be from 
gander the yoke. 
My And here! cannor but fer a mark upon fervants broke 

Mofe from their Mafters, and gor out of their time, that 
| eunder no Family nor Church-government 5 nor de- I Pet.3.18, 
Ming ofit, or preparing for it; bur their reigns are on 7it:2.9,10. 
Micic necks. I confeffe, ifunder heathen Mafters, then Eph.6.5 © 

§-fire liberty rather; but when men will live as they lift, 

Hichouc any over them, and unfit to rule rhemfelves ; I 
uch doubr, whether this be according to God. 
ji. Hence they come to live idly, and work when they 

Lhe 

#2. Hence men of publick ufe, can have little ufe but 
When they pleafe of them. 

M3. Whenthey be with them, they have no power to 
bret or examine, and call chem to account, inregard 

8 (piricuall matters. 

4. Hence they lyein wait to opprefle men that muft 

Wve help fromchem, and fo willdo whar they lift. 

§, Hence they break our to drunkennefs, whoring, 
nd loofe company. 
6. Hence they make other fervants unruly, and to de- 

Bre liberry. 

§ Now examine and try thefe things: Is the Kingdome 
War Chrift conae inco ws? chat though there bea law in our 
Members warring, yer chere is a law of the mind war- 

ng againftit, and delighting inthe will of Chrift, and 
ccing himup aschief. Are we under the Kingdome of 
hriftin his Church and Common-weajJth 5 foas the foul 
willing in the day of che Lords power,though there be, 
nd-have been fome pangs of refiftance againft perfons 

Nid againft Ordinances; foas *tis chy liberry tobe fubje& 
)) Chriftin his Ordinances, in hisfervants; and ’tis chy 

tpndage to be otherwife, and chou longeft for chat days 
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that the Lord would fubdne' all thofe boiftrous — 
and pride, and paffions; and bruife fin, Saran and fy’ 
under theirfeer? Then I fay, as the Lord, Ifa. 337%! 
31,22 Look upon Zion, the City of your folemnity, &| 
See Rom. 8.7, 1+ uh Bee, | 
But ifthe heart grows loofe andlicentious, and brea|! 
- the Lords bonds and yokes, and will be led by your ow| 
flefhly ends and lufts, and fo go on quietly: Be yt 
aflured, this truth fhall have atime co rake hold of fac: 
fpirits 3 and know it affaredly, ’tisnot to be in Chrif} 
Family or Kingdome; ’is nor {crambling for promife' 
caching at Gods grace,talking ef affurance of Gods low 
which will fhelcer you from the wrath of the King 4 
Kings, and Lord of Lords towhom God hath fworn, Ti mi 
every knee fhallbow. *Tis fervice and: fubje@ion whic" 
the Lord aims at, and which the Lord looks for." 
know tis Gods grace which only can fave 5 but it 4} 
never fave when it isturned into licentioufneffe. ; 
Do not fay, There is no danger of ir, here where w 
have {uch means. and fuch liberties are. y 
Anfw. 1. Never fuch danger-of being licentious, as. 
tlices of liberty 5 when no bic nor bridle of external f 
ranny co curbin. | ; j 
2. Look on the Kingdom of Judah here, which in 01 
year all fell. = 4 
3. Why doth the Lord exercife us with wants af. 
(traits? °tis to humble us, and abate our unrulineffe. A’ 
’risthe Lords quarrel with his beft people to this day 
defperate ‘ebellfous hearts, thar clofé not wich his G 
vernment. | ' 
Do not fay, we knownot how bondage fhould con 
here, though we fhould caft off the Lords Government. 
Anfw. 1. The Lordcan icr loofe the nativesagain 
‘us. Ahab kills 1ococ00 of Bénhadads men, bat atte 
wards withinfeven yeares he returns again. q 
2. The Lord can raifé up brambles,and Abimelechs to t 
the King of the trees, when the Olives and the Vines a} 
loth to forfake their places, andro lofe their fameffe at 
fweerneffe. \ y 4 
2. The Lord can turn the hearts of thofe in power? 
gainft people, and let Saran fowe fulpicions, and fowele 
ditions and clafhings. . eI 
» 4. The Lord can feave us into one anothers handst’ 
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oppreffe, to take away che nether milfloacs. 


Te eae 


i) 


Say mers somerproetes 
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ts for a time of Liverty. 
. Afnone of thefe, Satan, nay Chrift him(elf will come 
§ with garments dipt in blood. 
A; . Donot fay, Tis not fo, there is fweet fubjection, 7.e. 
@ fo, and bleffed be God for it, yet beware, I fpeak to 
Beyent. But yet1. Some feem todo fo, and yetare 
BE: fo, 2 Cor.10.4,5-Mighty to pull down every high thought, 
Hho attains this, whocan be thus ?; yet there are means 
faehty for this end, not that allbe abolifhed, but all 
We abolifhing. 2. Others otherwife, openly how zealous 
Hf an opinion,when it fhould be death to differ, & things 
H your own heart lying miferably wafie, and fome 
metched iuft the root of all,for which Gods Sats mourn 
Kecrer. Let fuch know, ‘that will not be ruled by 
rift, or his fervants or ordinances, but will have chem 
| rule them, andnottobe ruled by them. The Lords 
3 and therefore now take your time and. 
he Lord, and doas thefe here did, ace 


and turn unto the 


Inefe, for our prefent liberties and Ufe 
bondage of. confci- 


Iahence there grow 
| | Damafcus no 
be an heavy 
Hfok on it asa fpeciall grace 
pe. Deut. 32.1 1,12. The Lord alone did lead them,¢yc.and Jer. 2. 20 
[hofes, chap.33-29- when he had bleffed them, Happy art ? 
Bou Ob Uracl, a People faved by the Lord. Andthe greater 
‘Tufte we have to do this, a People that have abufed all 
erties. If.9.8,9,10- He laments it, but yet is chankfull 
ir it to Gods grace: no man that can fay but he may be 
Ph holy as he will, and none to curb or fuib. 
I x: Means, Confider what all the liberties Gods peos 
He enjoy have coft, Gal. 5. Chit hath made you frees 1..e. 
ly his blood. Liberty of Conicience from the ‘bondage, 
F of Jewifh, but of Antichritian Ceremonies , and 
Government, 
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Government, and Preffures : Liberty of will from at an\ yf fy, 
’tis by Chrifts blood and coft, that (as 1am perlwade 
out liberties have coft Saints their blood. The tea 
prayers and blood of men are much; but of Chrift mu 
more, and are they not worth thanks that are oft 
price? The great reafon why unthankfulnefle comes} H 
is ; becaufe they coft fo much, as loffe of eftate, of will) 
or of childe by fea 5 doft thon repent now?’ Ghrift dot 
not repent that his blood hath been paid for them 3a in| 
if they be of fo little value, as there’tis faid, He repente| 
that he made man, fo may he that ever he gave them fac, 
glorious liberties. 

2. Confider oft of the fad eondition of them tharb 1 
bondage. Men in bondage prize liberty, and think th 
happy that enjoy it 5 burmen out of it do not. How fa, 
is the confideration of them that be in bonds,ic will ma! 
thy heart fympathize with them, and bleffe God He 

our delrverance. Hence faith Chrift, Luke 22. 2c 
When you fee Jerufalem compat with enemies, (sc. flies, 
the mountains, and wo to them that give fuck. Confide 
them that are taken with the Turks ; if you werein th 
condition you would fay fo; to bring forth little onest, | 
the murderer or idolater, Ifa. 42. 22. and 26. Mer , 
hearts failing for fear, this you fhould fee fome-where | 
A mote or a thorn is a little thing, but no. man woul 
haveit alwayes vexing for all the eftate he hath, if h, 
hath any eye or tenderneffe init; forhofe {mall matter 
for which the Saints have fuffered, and for which God i: i 
provoked, and under which fome have roared, and 9 
thers have been loaded one after another 3s worth, 
world; oh, bleffe God for it: but confider thofe that, 
under the dominion of fin and Satan, fo ftrong and mile, 
rable ; fin fo dear, that there isnot fo much asa fgl, 
under that; be thankfall for that. 

3. Labour to maintain in the heart a holy fear of abut, 
fing liberties, every one in his place; for what make, 
them defpifed, but principally the abufe of them; in fuct: 

Congregation there was fuch contention, fach affron 

ythe Elders, there 1s that degenerating of fpirit,) ane, 

‘ck fliding from God, that men grow worfe undéi, 

ans than ever, fand fo muft be if men grow nor bet, 

~ Deut. 6. 10,12. The Lord exhorts them, thar whe 
they be at jiterry, they would northen forget the Lor 
butthen fei. "Tis Luthersnoceon che place: When 
- troubles 


ee yeaa 
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git a ve of Liberty. 


ble, you vejoyce 5but when in peace, you fear. Vieonly 
t the fins of liberty. — 
. Take heed ofa Prayerleffe fpirit, and that that 
fp go not our. Men under fome preffures cry, 
*tislong before they do cry under them, and under 
7 fin; butthen at laft rhey do, and when the Lord 
Mes liberty, though they have the guilt of the fame fins, 
more fins lie on them, yet then like Marriners, 
len the ftorms are over, fall afleep. Irs {trange thac 
vel under Pharaoh cried, and under Gods afflicting 
fd indenying them water murmured. True thank- 
Mefie will help to prize what liberty affords. 
L. An unloving fpirit to the Saints. Ic’s that I have oft 
Hi. 3 fouldiers when they are fet againfta common ene- 
ig are allone, but when at liberty, then they fling jave- 
a, ac one anothers heads, differ in opinion, and in heart 
E l afteation,& ’tis not death fo todo. Take heed ofa ri- 
, cenforious, unloving fpirit.. 
Extreme ignorance how to ufe our liberties 5 and 
ce runing to extremes. As we fay of Chrift, There 
| pod enough in h’m, bur men know not how tofetch 
i improve ic: fo there is great advantage in liberties; 
Hmen miffeof itthrough their ignorance and abufe. 
jince many times more hurr done by an Admonition 
n by the fin, when adminiftred in paffion, and with- 
i |  eetinpattion: Hence under pretence of liberty, ex- 
f a licentioufneffe. 
. Imperioufneffe of fpwit, arifing from a frothy hints: 
e and am overweening opinion, and conceitedneffe 
neir own abilities and wildom above others:and hence 
i not beled, ( being at liberty ) by the Counfell and 
: vice of others. Ic’s naturall. for man to affeat fove- 
"@acy, and when the time ccmes of liberty, then it hath 
mnt : Who made thee a Lord and Fudge over us ? though 
|fondage, much more in liberty; they think Wills Come 
Mi wealth is in their heads chiefly, and hence will not 
Mguled by Gods ordinances 5; and hence if once taken 
Miah an opinion, hardly ever removed, &c. 
HE. Refting with liberties and in liberties. We were 
| : in bondage, john 8. 33. yet fervants to fin. We be 
Baahams feed, better than ali the world 5 yet under all 
power of fin and Satan, and muft norbe told of their 
yes, but hate them chat cenfure them for their fins» 
Min bondage are likefick nen, that will cry if they 
were 
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- AwholefomeCaveat@ |. 
were in anothér bed, oh then they fhould be well 5 buy! 
they maft firft be cured of their difeafe. _ |i 

> 4. Makeufe ofliberties. He that bath them, but fee 
not fo much glory inthem, or gets nor much good fron’ 
them; he will be no more thankfull than one chat ha 
large grounds may walk atlibercy, but the trees for wan) 
of manuring bear no fruit,nor ground corn through flothi: 
fucha man will ftarve there. Lookas they, Deut. 15am) 
10, 11. they were to bring the firft fruits, and prefent then 
beforethe Lord, and rejsyce in all: fo fhould you if eve 
you be thankfull for them, bring the firft fruits to th 
Lord, andthink there is more behind, and more ir heg 


yen. : 4 y 
Objedt. But our outward ftreights. are many,and temptat' 
ons fad. : a 


- Anfw. If Chrift himfelf fhould come on earth, wha! 
would you have with him? would you have him com: 
and fetup anearthly Paradife? would you have: bette’ 
énterrainmeut than he, whohad notthat which Foxe! 
and Birds had? or would you have him come from hi 
Groffe, and then you will make him King? ifyou defpif: 
his ordinances and liberties becaufe of wants, you wouli| 
defpife himfelf if he were prefent.. But you will reph 
and fay, Whatif we can have borh ? If thatcan be, aif! 
Ghrift cals to rake both, refufe not his love. But ic ma! 
be an heavy indictment againft. fome at the laft day, 4 
thar they forfake Chrift, becaufe he is poor and naked) 
for they are therefore called rocloath him: and this wi 
be your Peace, and you will be no lofers your felves ang’ 
ther day. : q 
2, Suppofe he dorh keep us low 5 yet Pfal. 145.1314) 
His dominion is alway, and raifeth up all that are bowe: 
down. Oh be humbled 3 he is faid, Deut. 32. 13. to mak! 
the people fuck. honey out of the rock, and oyi out of the flim 
{weetnefle and mercy out of the hardeft condition. 7) 
2. They that are not recompenced for their enjoy 
ment of liberties, by the fpirituall refrefhings which th 
Lord gives, fhewing them more of their own hearts 5) 
Lord proclaims liberty to them'to depart. I am péf 
{waded the whole Countrey would flourifh the mores?! 
4. Lament rather your own vileneffe,who in the midh: 

of all mercy, know nor how to ufe, bur abufe our Libe ; 
ties: and hence the Lord forfakes us, as Exza 9. 8, 10, 
11. What grace hath been fhewed us 2 what {hall we fay tne 
ayte. 


 @ 
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her this, ne 2 Wouldeft thou not be angry with. us till thou 
uf confumed us? Pfal. 81.13, 16. 0h that my People had 
Vad my voice, I would have fubdued their eyemies. God 
| jould not be wanting unto us, if we were nde to him. 
} Take therefore chat example ro imutate, im Ads 9. 312 
hing reft, they were edified § if webenor {0; truly, as 
Ine have the like liberties; fo no bondage fo fad, no 
here {uch poverry,no where fuch anguifh of confcience; 
where fuch fpirit and power of fin, no where fuch 
# anger 5 ifin practice we be unthankfull, or cans 
gpurh “and {peak againft long Sermons, and againtt the 
Buntrey and Chriftians, orm hearts undervalue them 5 
when you fee Indians rife, Brambles, Abimelechs and 
ebnas raited , &c. then know this is for abute of hberty. 
Ofe 7. Of exhortation, tocomeunder Chrifts Govern+ Ufe 
mit, and be in his fervice 5 left ye come to know the dif- 
ence between it and fome other by experience. 
Wvior.1. You muft be either under Chritts yoke; OF yor, gi 
Mans and fins, and foall other mileries : and therefore 
; Jofbuz faid, fofay Ito you; Choofe you whom you will 
Wor. 2. Confider the difference between the fervice of Mit. x3 
Hl Lord and Shifhak. 
|The government ofothers, tyrannical! proud men, of 
or Satan, or outward miferies; ‘tis full of rigour, force 
: cruelty. Ezek. 34.4. With force and cruelty have ye 
Wed them. Bur Chrifts Government is there fhewen 
in mercy, and full of mercy; though fomerimes loft, 
fa will ferch chee in again 5 though fick and weak, he 
Bi heal thee again: verf. 16: Deut. 4. 6.’ Tis for rhy ‘wade 
@ Lord hath no need of thy fervice, &c. Truc ic is, che 
d may fhew his people hard things, and give them 
miferies; but thefe wounds do norkill them; only 
Me way for healing the diftempers of their hearts, that 
in his poor weak ones 5 and his end is to bring chem 
imfelf, 
a. Their government is in itfelf hard and bitter. To. 
e a luft now, ’tis a torment, fometimes toconfcience, if 
i be awake; if not,’tis a curfe ofcurfes: much reluctancy 
ise it; much chiding after it, and God hides himlelf5 
fafll fears, and hearr ic felf unquier; but C hrifis 
bis eafie tind his burden light 3 ’ his afliftance; and pre- 
i and love, and peace makes it fo, and that daily,and 
i efpecially: 
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vit uponyou. Fer. 392. 357- Read (fayes God) thé wept) 
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2 There islittle recompence for their fervice 5 1 
beft chat Sau! can give, are Olive-fields and Vine-yard4] 
but anguifh ofconfcicnee after the work ts done : Bu tt | 
Lord gives a Kingdome 5 and not a word or thought, Bi] 
there isa Book of remembrance writ 5 not a cup of co/’ 
water, or rag to any of Ghrifts naked fervants, but ir wl 
be recompenced. You have followed me, you fhall fit} 
thrones. | | . 7 
Mot. 3. Confider how fain the Lord would have 
under his Government ; for many will fay, | have refu 
fo oft 3 and what fhall {now do? the Lord will caftn 
by. True, he may do fo, and you may be glad.if the Lor 
will honcur you in. doing his work. “Yet, 2rov, 2. 2) 
Return you foorners at my veproof, and le power out my Sp 


of the Roll to them: It may be they will hear, and pref i 
their fupplicationg before the Lord, and turn every man fre | 


pis evill way, that Imay forgive their miquity and their fi, 
Read the place if you can without tears. You that ha. 


departed» fiom God and Chrift, and provoked Go 
wrath, when there is but little hope lefric may be; O 
yet read the Roll. 4 
Mot. 4. Once Chrifts, and under his Government, yt, 
fhall never be caft off As,fin hati reigned unto death, {0 ff 
grace reign unto eternall life, Rom: 5.21. He will heftow 
you the fure mercies of David, by an everlafting Covenat 
Ha. §5.5- i As oa 
Queft. Bat wherein fhould Zfabmic tothe Lord? 
Anfw. None have power to rule confcience but Chr, 
give him therefore this glory; that wherein he bind 
confcience; conicience not out of fear, but love mayi 
deed{ubmit. Ihave inftanced the particulars formerl, 
yetmore diftindly. Thete be cwor great commands), 
charges of Chrift, thar lye upon all mens confciences) 
whom the Gofpell comes, and therein lyes ourfervic€ | 


him generally: Which twolname, becauie there ¥, 


think we aré free, or do not know our liberty. 

Firft, The command of Chrift is, that every on 
whom the Gofpell comes, and is preached, do beli 
j. e. receive Chrift Jefus in all his fulnefle in the Gofpt 
Fobn 1. 12. For thatis to believe 5 in which commiat. 
lies Gods offer. 1 Joba 5.23. This.is his commandmet 
that ye believe, John 6. 25, 37s 38+ This isthe work, 
God, that ye believe. ‘Now here men think they ce 

| 1.17, 


for atime ofLivertp 

| ‘They fay they are unwortliy 3 and hence they fay, De- 
Mtr from mej Lord, Iam afinfull mana; as 1f Gods grace 
Bis buile on mans worthinefle, 2. Becaufe ushumbled, 
nereas Gods grace callsin menunhurmoled. Rev.8.275 
am. For Gods call and offer is, generall though nonebur 
+ humble will hearken toir.r Bur there arenone,, bur 
Biiay be faid-to chem; Ff they.can believe, let them. 
B® Becauie Chrift is nor theirs, & are they bouad te ber 
ve he is 2’ Whereas the firft 2d; of fait, is nottobe- 
ve Chriff is mine, then men were bound to'believea 
. But to receive Chriftas a woman her husband, thag 
Bay be mine by faith; andfoa man may know and 
B, he is mne. The Gofpell doth mo where fay 
anyman, Chriftis thine; butifrhotreceive him, he 

hine, and eonfegtcurly the Spirit fpeaks fo alfo. 4.Be- 

ale they cannot believe, uniefle they fhould prefume 5 

if che Gofpell bound rhe confcience of none to belicvs} 

“them that were able co believe ir, and receive Chrift 

et yet "tis otherwife : foric bitds all to receive Chrift 
uss to goup and poffcfichim, to feed, earand drink, 
i live for ever. . And I will leave this ene undeniable 
mene; If men are liable to eternall condemnation at 
great and laft day, and tobear the eternal wrathof 
Band Chrift allo, for difobeying the Gofpell, for re- 
nig Chrift and che offer ofthis grace therein : Then 
fe mens confciences are bound to obey the Golpells7.e. 
labelieve and receive Chrift now jn this life. But 
Wrhathave the Golpell preached to them, are liable co 
achall condemnation, for difobedience to it. 7ohn3.18, 

in Pfal. 2. 12). Kiffe the Son, left he be angry. So, 2 Thel. 
i, 9. He comes. to render vengeance on them that obey not 

BW Gofpell. Rom. 4:16. The Lord {hall judge the fecrets 
Belbearts bymy Gofpell. That is, where ever the Go- 
wal comes; for they thar have no law, having nolaw 
| 


not be judged by ir: Bur mentbat have had the Go- 


|, fhall be judged by it, and therefore are bound to 0- 
Bience thereunto. ; 7 

Wa he ferious confideration of which one truth,is enough 

BP taw all to Ghrift from the power of unbelief; efpeci« 
mW they that fay, Icannot, or cught not believe. For 


sf 


reafon why men dorot come, ts, 
: They chink che Gofpell concerns not chem; what 
ithe Lord fayto mé,; come fo vile, and finfull? yes; 
a: he doth ; if there was no fuch law, there could be nar 
{gretlion or condemnation. - G 2 2. bhey 


i 


C400) NES ae efonee Caveat, — 4 
2. “2. They think they fhall prefume. No, ifconfcien| 


be bound to it, ’tis no prefunaption, to keep a Sabbath 

right, or to receive Ghrift as God ‘offers him : Oh,t i 

quiets confctence. ein ae |) 

3. 3. The Lord layes bis chain on the moft tender pla}! 

ofconicience, as it will anfwer it ac the great day, /) 

will have any peace; take heed yourefufe not fo g ii 

falvarion- +3 i 

4. 4, Tis a chain, not of bondage, butof liberty, ay' 

mercy, and love: Come and receive, nota Kingdom 

but Chrift, Peace, pardon, and grace freely 5 which m 
draw the heart, as it will at che grearand laft day. C 

ye bleffed, take a Kingdomes take a Chrift prepared | 
youfrom before the foundation of the werld. Oh 

this might found in your eares: This is the firft ¢ 

chiefeft ; without this, all your obedience is hypocrift! 

ahd abominable; bu: this will pleafe, and then all po’ 

obedience fhall pleafe. aH F 

2. Secondly, Love unto the whole will of Chrift; efpecic’ 

ly to that part of it, tolove rhofe that be the members 

Chrift. Some Chriftians they believe, and feeling a hea 

(o croffe to Chrift, and the will of God; think cheya' 

from under the government of God and Chrift,& fo fro’ 

under the grace of Chrift, (and the argument is {tron 

iftrue; ) but whynotunder his government? becat 

they find daily a fpiric fo croffe to the will of Chrift 5 av 

hhesice undér continual! fears of condemnation. Oh b' 

confider,haft chou no love to the will of Chriftand la 

of God? ( for ifany believe, this is found in him ) iff 

then under Chrifts Government. Rom. 8. 2- Tne Law: 

the [pirit of life hath made me free. What is that Lav 

See Chap. 7.23, 24. Spirit of delight in the Law int’ 

inney man, and mourning for contrary captivity. Kao 

therefore, though you cannot do alls yet love the whe. 

will of God, and mourn where you do not; and then f@ 

Now no condemnation. Do not fay, "Tis impoffibl 

Oh, here is mens wo, and tryall of fubjeion to Chr 

will! How do you loveit, love his Sabbaths and Orr 

nances, becaule of his love to you? How do’s this co 

firain you?) . - 

tn particular; Love the people of God , that iss} 

freciall commandment,1 John 3.23. Fobn 13. 34.Burnel 

the want hereof, or the contrary hereto: As when 

man fhall become, 1 A Diftafter. 2. A Concempe 
3" 


Fe Oe 


fora time of Liberty. 
3. ACenfurer, and whilperer. 4. A Scoffer. §. Ifmeton 
Bridge, an oppofer of the Truths or fervantes of God. 
Thisis that which kindles wrath, and wherein the in- 
ard yenome of hypecrifie appears. Thete’s many duties 
me giected, andnot that fpirit of prayer, and holy con~ 
ences amongft Chiiilians; yet do youkecep love to 
nem; that what you cannot do your felves, yer you 
ve others thatcan do it, and account it your bleffede 
i ffe to be like them, and daily. mourn under .your 
Weelects 5 that in every thing, the Golpel is not adorn- 
by you: & on the other fide, although you have many 
Baicies, Sabbaths, and good ads 5 yecif notJove, all is 
le. I fear tis not mens joy, {weetacife, delight to hear 
We leaft good word that falls from a good mans lips, bur 
Bather the ccuths and things of God defpifed ; if fo, then 
Mok for wo. And for Members of Ghrift, their lives not 
fired, their deaths not lamented 5 bur you know how 
contend, andare careleffe though the Gofpell and 
od be flandered 5 you caft offthe Lords yoke.. It was 
ec mans fpeech, that che great fin of this Countrey will 
hatred cf the Saiats, a fcoraful conrempr of them 5 
will come by degrees, firft diftafte, and then cenfure 
docontemne. Oh, burif herein you fubmir, hereia 
Airift is honoured , and Gofpell glorified in love and 
Miiableneffe: Not in a rigorous auftericy of {pirit, and 
ibolicall cenforioufneffe 5 but in. word and deed, coun- 
hance and gefiure, comforting and encouraging one 
| other. ; 
daWhen David would know what todo; Truly faith he, 
goodneffe extends not to thee; but tothe Saints, inwhom 
Hi (my delight ; Oh therefore fubmir here; this confci- 
re callsfor, and Chrift muft have. 


ao. conclude with a word for help here: 
Vfeans t. Look to Gods Ordinances, not as they be Mea 
themfelves ; butas appointed of God, to commu- ib ie 
Maxte an almighty power of fpiric to them that wait 
Mhe Lordin them. An almighty power maft over- 
Mine , and go on Gonquering,and to Conquer.How fhall 
nave this by Gods Ordinances ? Some more princi- 
a, as Word and Sacraments ; fome lefle, How fhall 
@ partake of this power in them? Look not on them 
poembelves, but as appointed and fanétified, and foas 
Fious. And there pray and wait, and look for the 
J Gat” power 3 


aS 2. 


x Arbo | fome Caveat, | Pe 
‘powers nay, believe you fhall-receive’ this: power. 
‘the waters of Fardai to Madinan’s How did they cle 
“When he lookt upon them withourthe comman 
‘promife, he defpifed the, and fo fohnd act the benel| 
‘of “them, bur afterwards hee found’ the benefity ' 
‘thems, when he wafhed feven times in’ attendances 
‘che appomemencof God. ‘Brethren, it ts bar go and Wal} 
‘Here1.Cor. 10. 8." 7?" OO Tg oa 
‘SY Means 2.’ Know your difobediences the breadth of 
Some things Chriftians fee; and ‘pray agamh them, ay 
then all ig well but ice the breadelrof evill in your dill 
bedicnice. ‘There is fomething thatdoth oppofe God || 
every lawfull thing, in- whole or ‘in pare, “(for flefh is 
it). orelfe you are, bligded if you fee it not. Oh cher!. 
fore feel the breadth ef evill in its tharbeing font 
and humbled under, and firiving agamf your conting: 
difobedience; every chought may be brougirt into fui 
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have ueither heard his voice at any tine, 
nor feew bis fhape. 


, Rom. the 3+. Verf. tothe endwf chis 
Chapter, Our Saviour provesthat he, 
was the Meffiabto come, from: four 
reflimonies. 

j. From che teftimony of Jobn 5 
e oe ree the lcafi, yet very {trong 


bye 


Fobn, teeth 36. ay iv 
A. From the teftimony ofthe F Father, by his voice from 


ven, v2i if.37- : a4 
|. Fromthe voice of fthe Scriptures, the higheft of all, 
| pe than a voice from heaven, (2 Pet. 1. 19.) verjs 


bo thefe wo ‘ines are annexed ro the third ceftimony, 


Pl ich Trold you is the voyce of God from heaveis tet 
G 4 down 


*Qe_ 


Of Incffetiual Hearing the VVord, | 
down, Mat. 3.197. For this Teflimony of the Fathe 


‘place; nor is itmeane ofthe teftimony of the Fath 
49 the Scripture; for that is a diftinG teftimony: af 


noc the inward teftimony of the Spirit only 5 Be 
Chrift {peaks of publick, and evident tefumonies in 


riongh the Father doth reftifie of Chrift in che Scripture 
yer’tis not as his teftimony, no more chan the teftimog 
of Fobn,and of his works, whereby the Farther did ¢ 
{tine alfo : Nor is ir probable thar at Saviour would! 
chis time, omit thac ‘famous teftimony of the Fathe 
at kis Baptifm; which if ir be nor here, isno wher 


‘inthis Chapter. Befide, how is this ceftimony the Father’ 


more than the Spirits; bucthen, being called his Son, hil 
did evidently declare himfelf to be the Father che! 
fpake. Lafily, the Spirits reftimony is fpoken of, as thi 
teftimony of Mofes and the Prophets, Verf. 46, 47. Fe 
hadye believed Moles, ye would have beltevzd me, for k 
yy ote of me, vert. 47. For if ye beleeve not his writings how! 
fhall ye believe my words. \ 
"Now our Saviour in thefe words anfwersan Objedfiar! 
which the Jewes (ever conceited of their own know! 
ledge ) might make. We know the Father as well as yar! 
and yet we know no fuch teftimony that he gives. Chri) 
aufwers, You donct know him; for the cercain know 
ledge of athing, is either by feeing or hearing; now yo: 
never faw him nor heard him 5 you have therefore no a¢ 
quaintantce with him. i. ef 
So thgt the words contain 1. Chiifts fearfull accvfari 

on of tiie Jews tobe ignorant of Ged, . 2: The aparavy) 
tion and eXtent of ir, atno time, 7.e. nor only ar Bay! 
tifm, bur ac no other time, in any Mintfery, Orin ar 
Scripture, &c. \ pgs Se a | 
"* Queft. 1. What is it not to fee his fhape nor hearh 
woice 2 . 7. 
Anfw, Some think they are meraphorical {peeches, }: 
expreffe their ignorance of God Now thongh tiis be th 
fcope, and the general truth, yer I conceive, the Lop 
fpeaking particularly, and knowing what he fpake, # 
tends fomerhing particularly: and irisarole, never roft 
ro metaphors, where there can bea plain fenfe give 
There is cherefore two degrees of true knowledge of Gt 
in this life, or ‘Lis attained unto bya double means. — * 
_ a. By hearing of him, for hence our faith comes t 
the Word. | | ry 
2.1 


! ee 


Of Ineffectual Hearing the Word, — 
». By hearing thus from him,the mind alfo comes to have, 
WM true Idea of God, as he reveals himfelf in the Word 
did Means by the Spirit, Job 42. §.I have heard of thee by 
Me bearing of the ear, but now mine eye feeth thee; andthis 
Biche (bape here fpokenof, nor bodily and carnall. Now 
brift doth profeffe that they did want bothe Carnai and 
iregenerate hearts, neither hear Gods voyce, nor have 
right Idea of God in their minds, but become vain 
thelr minds, though they have means of knowing, 
id their foolifh heartsare darkned 5 the wifer they 
t, the more foolifh they grow.. 

2.’ At no time, i.e. neither at baptifm, nor elfe in any 
Mans Miniftery, nor in anyof the Scriptures which you 
Waad, and where the Lord fpeaks. 
Ma 3. But didthey nothear the voice of God at Chrifts 

uptifm, and atthe Mount when Chrift preach’r, when 
jihe Scriptures were opened. every Lordsday, and at o- 

ertimes amongft them? 

_Anfw. No, they never heard ir. Ie’s a ftrange ching, Anfw. 
gar fiach men that read, heard,preach’d, remembred the 
Meriptures, and could tell you myfteries intitles, never 
Meard. the voice of God 5 and yer it is mofterne. 

Obfervat. That many men may. along time together know Obfery, ° 

nd hear-the Word of God written and fpoken, yet never hear 

pe Lord {peaking that Word, no not fo much as cne word, 

ttle or fyllable 5 no not fo much at once, at any time. This - 
ras the eftate of the Jews, and chis is the eftace of all un- 

Hence Chrift, Luke 19. 41. laments 
Ob that thou hadft 


ia and yet not bear God Queft. 15 
IPeaking 2 
a Anfw. There is a twofold word, or rather a dou- Anfwe 
le declaraticn of the fame word. 1.There is Gods exter- 
all or outward word, containing letters and {yllables, 
md this is his externall voice. 2. There is God interna] 


| i 
lory, and fo rhey heard the word fpoken, buc only 
fran fpeaking it: the other comes to few, who hear not 
nly the word fpoken, but God fpeaking the word, 


Kom, 


ae 


Hints ¥0; s1@ar8) “Ifvael did sali ‘ash dit no 
‘Ghriftfpeaks in parables Hence in feeing they did not 
GUnke'8: 10.°And thisis one way, how “tis trac 

Chrift fayes, They never heard: his voice. * As’tis wit iH 
painted Sun onthe wall,” you fee the Sun and Stars, | 
theres a difference bérween: feeing thisand the Suna 
“Srarresthemflves, wherein is an admirable glory : g 
‘a‘painted Sun, it gives Yours no’ ‘Hear, nor - cherifherh je 


-yoty fot isthere; Sc7 Vi YS 
“(ge Ths esliatd oud is ‘Adulte jnefeGuat 
(though inward.) 2. Effe&tual a. Taerteetaall, 3 is chi’ 
which hath fome'inward operation upon the eT 
attams: not Gods endo bring a man into aftate of li i 
and thus, Heb. 6. 2) 3° Maiy tafted of the good words 
God, yet ‘fell away. ~ And’ fiicha heart ‘is compared 
field which'a nian’ plewes and fowes, and raiif falls ont 
and yet the endis nde-attained, if bhings “forth thiftles 
and this many Jewes did hear, wave had fome kin’ 
of faith in Chritt. © 2..Efeaual, is char which hath 2 


an inward efficacy upon mens hearts, as that God attaiy’ 
his end theteby, J/a. 55. 11. and brings mén toa fiate « 
life, of which Chiift: fpeaks, John 6.45. and this voig. 


fone bat the Ele@ hear ; and of this Chrift ies J 


as appears, v.38. fim whom he fent.ye beleeve not. He 
iris you have heard God at no time. Hence he fpeaks 
fucha heating & knowing,fuch a hearing ourwardly, ast. 
accompanied ‘with fach a hearing inwardly. SPO0-14.1 7 
that many men may hear the word fpoken: outwardly,be’ 
never inwardly : they may hearir tinwardly,butnever <4 
feétualiy, tranflaring them from flate to (tate, from deat 
ro life, from life colife-and glory. No fenle of rhe Maje’ 
fly of God fpeaking, nor effeGuall hearing of rhe wor 
Spoken. When the Sti'is down the Moon may arife,ba- 
yeta manis cold and dark 5 bur when the Sun arifech, of 
it warms, nourifheth and cherifheth, “gc. nothing is bit 
fromit ; fo itis here, when the Lord’ freaks inwardly 
and efe@ually'to the heart. 

Reaf. ¥.. From rhat gréar alban and infinite fépa 
tion of mens’ fouls from God) ‘that’ thougir God cals, ‘¥ 
they can’t hear no more than then a 100 mile of. Bp I 
2. ¥. men are ' digi in fin.’ Now what is Apivitiral ide cathy 
but feparation of the foul from God, and God from it. 
deatl man cannot hear oné word ar no onetime, he wis 
not dead fhe conld. Mens*minds are far fram oa 

ears 


Of leeffeual Hearing the d 


- 
pat alfo; chat rhey:are neither. firickenwish the fight 
fhis glory, nor fenfe and favour of hispsodaefie, but 
nuft be vain, and have worldly hearts in.the;Churchynay 
pipet ws eyes, or ifthey liften, God isgonefrom them, 


t 
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| d from-his. Wordalfp, Hofos:i Ga\vnseb pee) sow 
| Reaf.2.-From the.mighty and wonderfull. firange 
| 


ower of Satan, whiclblinds their;eyes they cannor Redfoite.24 
fe mor hear, 2 Corintaians.4. 4. never fuch clear light, 
ever fuch..an_ effeGuall. Word, as that of the Apo- 
les, yet, it was bid; why ?, The God of this world 
inded them, either he, will keep fuch a noile and lumber 
Bh) their heads,that they cannot hear God fpeaking for the 
oife, or ele turn himfelf into an Angel of light, and 
weak, and by their light will blind. chem, that the light 
Bi; them fhall be darkneffe.. Rom. 1.22." When men with 
aturall Light began.to be moft wile, then they became 
Whe greatelt fools: fo’tis.with other knowledge of Scrip- 
Jgires-and things they hear.. Happy were ic for many a 
dajan ifhe hadnever heard nor feen3 for thar which he 
: : Rew. 12.9. 
gach heard and feen keeps him from hearing. Tyre and Rom 12a 
idon would hear fooner chan Capernauin that heard moft. spree" 
| Reaf. 3. From, the righteous judgementof God, m Real 3. 
raving mento be blinded and made deaf, from. and by 
Bibe means whereby they fhould hear and know 3; that as 
Wh is with the Saints, all. evill chings are. for cheir 
Mood, ,, fo all good chings are for their hurts, Jfa> 6: 
Mo. the, meriring caufe is unbelief and fin, but the deep 
Jpod.didden rife.of allas\Gods eternal dereliction of them, 
rod never intended love, :{peciall love tothem 5. hence 
\ac never {peaks one word tothem; 2.Cov. 4.3. John 5.65. 
any were offended at-his words and forfook him... Now,to 
Hike off this offence, I faid, None cancome,to me, except it 
Me given.bim of the Fatber,what is that fee v.45. and 37- 
| Ulex. Hence fee the reafon,. why the Words fo won- 
lerfully ineffeual co the fouls. of many men, that it ne- 
er fiirsthem, thatic’s a ftrange thing to them; it’s, Heb. 
2.19. like the law, 4 voice of words, afound of words, 
W> they hear men fpeak, butsunderftandno more than if 
hey tpake in a ftrange, language , or if theydo, itcon- 
ernsnot them ; or if it ftirs, "tis but as the blowing of the 
vindupon a rock, which blufters for a time; but when 
he Wind js down they are. flill. Truly they-hear the 
vord{poken, bur they do not hear God fpeaking. They.__ 
\card Latimer Speak, but not God fpeaking, they Bests 
found, 
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Of IneffeFual Hearing theVVord. 
found, which every one fayes,and they think is the word, 
but chey hear not God {peaking ir. isa ae 

One would wonder thar thofe Jews thar heard 
and his Difciples, Mofes and the Prophets, nay 
voice from heaven, faying, This is. my Sonne 
they fhould not hear this, andreceive him with alld 
hearts, bue they did nor hear his voice. One*wo 
wonder tofee, that fuch chings which a gracious he 
thinks, this would draw every hearr, yet mamy np) 
ftirer’'dy things which the devils tremble at, and ether 
which Angels wonder at, yer they hearnor. Oh the} 
hear not God (peak, they are deadin their graves, farti 
from God 3and there they are kepr by the mighty powe 
of Satan, like one ina deep dark cave, kept by fiery d 
gons under the ground, and the tomdftone is laidu 
them. if Chrifi fpake he would make the dead to he 


and the blind to fee. ° i? 
Ufe2. Hence fee why the Saints find fuch change, 


“= and alterations in themfelves whén they come ‘to hear | 


fometimes theit heares are quickned, fed and cherifhes 
healed and “comforted, relieved and vifited; fome; 
time again dead aid fenfeleffe, heavy and hardned. Mav) 
@.17, 18,24. How is it ye do not underftand ? Nay whit, 
is more, thar che fame trurh which they hear arone ti 
fhould affeét them,and at anocher time doth nor,che fame 
thing which they have heard a hundred times, and nevel, 
fticr’d tivem, at laft fhould. ‘The réafon is, they heart, 
the Word of God (poken at onetime,» but-not God fpeak, 
“ing; and they heard the Lord {peaking thae famy 
Word at another time; the Lord is in his Word a. 
onetime, the Word goes alone ac another time 5 46M 
Eliah, the Lord was not in che whirlwind, but he fpake; 
‘in the ftill voice, and hence there he was to Elijah, 
Lube 24. a8. with 32. not thar youare co lay blame on, 
the Lord; for he blows where he lifterh 5 but co make us 
fee tis not in outward means, nor ’tis not in our Own, 
fpirits to quicken our felves 5 and to mike us afhamed, 
ofour own darknefte, that when he fpeaks, yet we cam! 
not hear, there is fo mach power of fpiricual death an 
Satan yet within us, only out of his pitry he {peaks fomer, 
times 3 northaryou fhould defpife che ourward word}, 
No, no, the Lord is there fhining in Perfedion of glory, . 
and chat which doch thee no good, the Lord makes, 
powerfull to fomz others. Bar prize che Spirit of God, 


that Word, which alone can fpeak to thee. 


RIE 3. Of dread and terrour to all unregenerate Ufe 3:4 


lien. Hence fee the heavy wrath of God againft chem:they 
ive indeed the Scriptures, and the precious Word or 
ibd difpenfed co them; but the Lord never {peakes 
je word untothem. Ifany one from whem we expect 
look for love, paffe by us and never {peak 5 What 
t fpeak a word? and we call to him and he will 
hc fpeak,we conclude he is angry and difpleafed with ns« 
Hpu look for love, do you nor? you that hear every Sab- 
Ith, and come to Leétures, and you muft our; tis 
Hell,yes, you will fay,His love is better than life,& frowns 
ore bitter than death; Love? wotomeifthe Lord do 
it love me, better never beenborn. I khope he loves 
2. Happy Lif the mountains might fallon me, to crufh 
2 in pieces if he loves me not,&c. bue confider if he loves, 
‘will chen fpeak peace unfpeakable to thy confcience 
Wien humbled; life to chy heart, joy in the Holy Ghoft, 
fa 87+ 19- Fobu6. 63. 1 Thef. 1.6.-but look upon 
, foul, and fee thisday in the fight of God, whether 
#2 the Lord fpake one word tc thee : outwardly indeed 
fy hath, but not inwardly ;inwardly alfo,but not effectu- 
yy to turn them from darkneffe to light, and the power 


- 


| Satan to God, dc. The voyce of God is full of Majefty, 
Nivhakes theheart 5 "ris full oflife, it quickens the dead, 
iid light, and peace, and gives wifdom to the fimple. Pf 
M9. Opening of thy word gives light to the eyes. How 
may women, ever learning and never knowing, and 


mny men learning and knewing what is faid, but ne- 
yr bear God fpeak ? Then know the wrath of the Lord, 
+ and go home mourning under it. There is afour- 
fad wrath in this. 
§i . Tis the Lords fore wrath and difpleafure ,Zach. 1.2+ 
Bach verf.4.1f one fhould expect love from another to do 
#isch for him, awd he didnot, it may be he would not 
mee ic asa figne of difpicafure : but ifhe will not doa 
Hall thing, not fpeak a word to him, oh this is bitter 5 
Hat will not the Lord fpeak a word, nor ene words 
pecially when thy life lies on it, chy foul lies on it, e- 
Py nity lies onic, efpecially the Lord that is fo mercifull 
dand pittifull? this is a fign of fore anger. ; 
2. ’Tis a token of Gods old difpleafure , eternal 
pricafare 3 Iknow you cannor hear; -hence though 
bd fpeaks, you hear him noc: bue why dorh oh, 
me 
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‘Ineffettual Hearing the Word: || 
the Lord reaiove tliat deafneffe? you old hearers, t 
have ears fat wich hearing, bur heavy, he never int 
love, elfe he would fpeak, there would be fome ti 
love. “Rom119,;8. Fhe opi te tt it, others 
blinded; as tis written, God hath given them the {pir 
flumber, eyes that titey fhould not fee,and ears that they fh 
not hear to this day. - ASSEN Yea 
3. Tisthe Lords prefent’difpleafure. “Whena 


looks for love and fpeech, and he doth not fpeak art 10 
times he-is not wont to {peak ; one may take icashe 
ofanget - buc when the Lord fhall fpeak ofually, @ 
then he fpeaks nor, this isafad fign. ¥ Sam. 28: 6; 41! 
He: cries our of this, He anfwors meé not by Urim nor dream 
nor thee by thé Gofpel nor Law, neither where he ule 
to anfwer. If thisanger were ‘to come, it were’ on 
comfort: but when ’tis now upon ‘thee, even that vel’ 
Sermon and Word whereby he fpeaks to others, burn: 
awordto thee. OMe rc ets ee a 

4.’ Tis his infenfible anger’: for'a fat heart,and an he" 
vy ear ever go together; for you willfay, F feel no hr 
inthis, Thavé heard and been never the better, -bucy, 
that hath made me never the worfe, Oh poor creature 
tis becanfe you feelitnor; but when che timecfmi ak 
fhall come, you will fay, This is wo and load enoug: 
for the Lord to give no anfwer. Pfal. 71. 9- We feer, 
our Prophets, nor any to tellus how\long - fo you rhatd: 
fpife mearis you fhall chen lament and fay, none cant 
how loiig.’ Oh therefore, lament this thy condition noy 
that the Lord may hear fome of your cries, &e:. i’ 

Uje 4. Hence examiné whether ever you heard 
Lords voice er no: noronly ourwardly(for that you kno 
you have often done) but mwardly5 and not only fo, f 
fo veuriay do, and yet your eares heavy 5 but efteQuall! 


_ that ifit benor fo, you may be humble, and fay, Loi 


how have f {pent my time i vain?’ and if it ‘be fo, “yr 
may be thankfoll, and fay; Lord, what am I that the 
nite God fhould fpeak to me? + ° TOIT & 
THeré is sreac need of trial of chis,for a man may rl 
fear avid inderftand externally, what ever another | 
and yet the whole Seripttire a fealed Book. } 
There are’ theréfore' thefe three degrees, by wi 
you fhall difeern the effe&tuall voice of God, you sit 
take then) joyntly. ° - | anf 
1. The'voiceef'God fingles’ a nan out, and (though’ 


~ 


, wre TweffeFual Hearing the Word, 


bE aly written or {poken ) {peaks particularly to che 


Wy beart ofa msn,. wich a marvellous kind of Majefty 
ii glory of God flamp’c upon it ; and fhining inir. ; 
aWhen a man hears things gen rally delivered, the 
fled eftace of the Sainrs;, che curfed eftate of the wick- 
a, confolationsto-the one, curfes co.the other, exhorta- 
asto faith and obedience, to both , and a man fits 
and never thinks the Lord is ‘now fpeaking, and 
ansme. . Or ifitdorlr fo, yet thinks he intends meno 
rethan others, he hears not the Lord. fpeaking 3 for 
co he fpeaks, he fpeaks particularly to.che very heare 
aman; he doth fo fit the word, to him, whether it be 
Word of the law to humble ‘him, or of Gofpelco- 
afort, or of command to guides, as aif the Lord meane 
pe bur them. ) sal 
Che word isdike an exad-p! et it looks every man 
he face that looks on it, if God fpeaks inicF/ed. 4,12, 
Iefearcheth. the heart, ver{..12, bur verf. 135 he 
aks of God, how. comes that in ? becaufe God, the Ma- 
ly of God comes wich it when God fpeaks it With 
bin we have.to doywhy-is that putin? because when the 
rdipeaks, a man chinks now I have to dowirh Ged; if 
fift 1 oppofe a God. Before thisa mau chinks he-hath 
hing todo with God, they are fuch ftrangers. Hence 
}One manis wrought on ina Sermon, another. noc. 
ctharh fingled out cne, notthe other char day. Hence. 
4: aman unhumbled, she hears many things, and, it 
y be underfiands nor 41f fe, ver they concern not him; 
do, and confcience is ‘dir’ d, yer they think man 
dhasthem, and{peaks by hap, and others are as bad.as 
vs and his troubie is not much... At lafe he heats his 
jet rhoughtsand fins difcovered, ail his life is. made: 
pwn, and thinks "tis che Lord uerily that hath done, 
}3 now God fpeaks, 1 Cor, 14..25. thofe chings he ¢ did: 
her believe nor imagine; &c. Frhn4.20. See abe man: 
| bath told me: all that ever I did. Hence. take a foul, 
; tis humbled, he heares of the free offer of grace, he, 
eth ics why,this is coall, andto hypocrites as well as, 
aie. Apply any promile to it, ic cafts by all, iclooks 
i a, them as things generally fooken y and applyed by. 
b, but they hear nor God {peaking 5 bie when-che 
aid comes, he doth fo meet with eheir objeGions,, and 
ks what they have been thinking’ may be true, that. 
chink this is the Lord, this is co me. Hofea 2. ws 
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fpeabto ber beart : and hence’tis called the ingraffed wo}, 
-James 1: 21. like one branch of many, applied tot, 
ftock. Job 33.14,16. $i: Al 

2. The voice of the Lord doth not only fpeak partid! 
larly, butit goes further ; it comes rot only withan 4; 
mighty power, buc with a cerrain everlafting efficacy a} 


power onthe foul. Thus tis here, verf. 38. Ye havey! 


his word myou, they hadirout of them 5 andnot only), 
you, but abiding iv you, 1 Pet. 1.23. born of mncorruptn'| 
feed,the Apottle feems to fpeak of a kind of birth by ct, 
ruptible feed, and fuch are like goodly flowers whi}! 


foon wither, but you are born of incorruptible feed, whi, 
hath aneternall favour, fweemeffe and power. Mat. 1, 
of the four grounds three of them fall away. John 15.1) 


Their fruit does not remain: they have fome living aff, 


tion atthe prefent, but they go away and it dies. Lo, 
but upon particulars, doth the Lord ence fpeak by t) 
Word, and humble the heart ? > ir never lifts up its he 
more ; doth he reveal the glory of Chriit? charlighrn, 
ver goes out more. Ifa. 60. 19. 2 Cor. 4. 4, 5+ As Ne. 
firft Creation, there waslight, and focontinues to th 
day; fodoth he givelife, Fobn 11. 26. You fhall ney, 
die more ; doth he give peace and joy? no man fhall ta! 
their joy from them. Ifa. 32.17. Fruit of Righteos, 
ne(le and Peace, and affurance fer ever. Dothhe give tl 
Spirit of all thefe, which Gal. 3. comes by hearing, 
faith ? it fhallabide for ever, Fobn 14. 17- 
That look as Gods Jove is everlafling, fo his wor; 
have an everlafting excellency and efficacy inthem, ai, 
goodnefs in them, the fweeteft token of his love : andy 
Chrifts purchafe is only of eternall good things; fo ch 
application of this purchafe by che Word, “tis of ere) 
nall worth: peace, but peace eternal ; life, light, favou} 
joy, butjoy eternal ; like Muftard feed, though very li; 
tle, yet mighty in increafe, and never fubdued again 5 |: 
that though it bebuclitcle, yet tis eternal: and hen 
obferve where God hath fpoken effe@uaily, the longe 
the man lives, the more he growsin the vertue and poy, 
er of the word ; another chough wonderfully ravifhed ft 
atime, yet dies, moft commonly outwardly in excerma: 
Profeffion, butever in inward favour 5 fo that when yo 
hear the word, and it moves you, affedts you, and Joh 
is'a burning light, and you rejoyce therein, but “tis but Fam 
feafon. The <vill Spirit comes on you, and David playe: 
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H | of Ineffettual Hearing eho 


Mipon his Harp, and Minifters preach fweer things, but as 
oon asthe Mufick is done, rhe evill Spiricreturas, {fay 
you never heard the Lords voyce. The peace andjoy 
of the Loréeaters into Erernity, dnd the Aportle ex- 
refly cals him au twifruicfull heater, James 1. 24 that 
pes bis face and forgets himfelf. A gracious heart can fayy 
Phis: peace fhall goro heave and joy; dnd love, and 
par, it’spartofeternall glory, © 
Ml 3- The voyce of the Lord comes not ouly thits par- 
jaculatly, and with eternal efficacy, but with inch effica- 
fay as Carries unto, and centetsia Chrift; fo’tis here: For 
Min whom God hath fent, you believe not.  fobn 6. 41. 
hey fhalt be taught of God : wherein doth that appear ? 
ney fhall bear, and learn fo as to come to nize; if ttelaw 
fumbles them, it’sfuch a humbling as drives them unto 
‘@hrift, poor and undon, Rom 10.4.ifthe word gives peace 
them, ‘usfucha peace, which at the laft they findin 
1 hrift,Eph. 2.19,18.with 14. if it live holilysic lives unro 
Ahrift,not meerly as to God, and to quiet contcleace,uato 
| Bile as Adam, but for Chrifisfake. 2 Cor. 5. 14. 
>. We judge that if we were dead, and Chrift dyed for us, 
ie fhould then live unto him, if they grow upby the word, 
Ms in Chrift, Zph.4.14. though Chrift be noc mentioned, 
pcirisfirange tofee, let rhe word {peak what ic will, 
hether terrour; Oh my need of Chrift ! mercy and 
ace;Oh the love of Chrift!oh the blood of Chrifl! com- 
and} oh that I may live to honour Chrift, and wrong 
am no more | Duties; Oh the eafie yoke of Chrift! They 
ok upon the whole word rightly difpenfed as the bride- 
qooms voice, and truly his words are fweet. 
For a-man may have jome fuch fear, reformation; af- 
action, as may continue, but never carry him our of him- 
lfunto Chrift. The Pharifees knew the law, weré very 
‘ig a& even till cheir death,proficed as Pau! {rid he didsyee 
igey had northe word abiding in them, becaufe nog 
given out of chemfelves to Chrift,co ret chere. 
ig Hence when men fhall hear many things 5 buy'o whar 
mddo you hear, or what vertue have the things you 
ar? Dothey only pleafe fancy for atime? or do you 
Wear to increafe your knowledge & parts ; or do you hear 
#i cuftome and company, and toquier conicience ? or are 
Buaffected and funk, but not driven by all ro fay thy’ 
aad on Chrift? the Lord never fpake yet co thee 5 when 
™ word hath laid you on this gia ai truly ie’s office 
) 5g 
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and yet live; Bleffed be God Ilive. _ a 


~~ Of Ineffetinal Hearing theVVord. 


is done and ended, Gods end.is now attained, &c. 
Ohctry your felves here, have you heard, but neve 
heard the voyce of the Lord, rufhing upon thee wit! 
Majefty, fpeaking to chy heart, and the very fecrets ofi}| 
but have faid, This is for others, and when you ha 5 
thoughe rhe man hachfpoken to you, your hearts hay! 
then {wollen againft him? or have you thus heard, but al, 
dies and withers like flowers?the fame heart {till , q) 
have you had fome powerfull ftroke which remains, by) 
itforcerh you not eut of your felves to Chrift, rheret) 
reft, there cojoy, there tolive, there to die? truly you 
time hath been {pent in vain, you never yet heard th. 
Lord fpeak. Oh mourn for it, thou art ftill in thy biogd| 
ifhe never faid Live; inthy bondage, if the Lord neve) 
faid, Come forth. This isthe condition of many to DB, 
lamented with rears. But if chou haft thus heard partic, 
larly, and though but little light, life andpeace, yet \ 
is of eternal efficacy, and all to dtaw thee to Chrift5 the, 
bleffe the Lord: For bleffed ave yéur ears that hear, and) 
fay as Mofes faid, Deut. 4.32. Ask, if ever People hear 
God (peaking and live, The Apoftle, Heb. 12. 24: make, 


¥ 


ita greater matter to come to hear God on Mount Si, 


0bj.But may not many of the Saints hear,& hear the Le, 
fpeak ; but not feel. this everlafting power and efficacy? 
Anfw. 1 would not lay a foundation of unthankfulneffe 
nor difcourage any 5 and therefore, note for anfwer thel 
particulars, ' S, 
~ 1. There may bean eternal efficacy of the Word, an 
yerlye hid, and not fel: for atime. The Word is com 
pared, you know, to feed, and thatin this refpects th, 
feediris caft under the clod in the winter-time, ang 
hath a vertue in it ro grow 5 but itis hid,and comes not ' 
blade, of a good while, and when ic doth bla 
yerit bears not fruit of along time: So here, the Lor’ 
may caft the feed of his Word into the heare 5 bu 
‘ir is hidden for a time, itis not fel as yet, but there itt’ 
a word of threatning, a word of promile, a word of Com 
mand; aman may caftit by, and fay, Ic belongs nott 
me; aman may flight the command foratime: Yer not 
withftanding,the Lord having caft his feed into the heatt 
it fhall {pring up. As many a child, the father {peakst' 
it, and applies the word home toit, when itis of fom 


years , the child regards itnot: But now flay fome | 


| Of Ineffectual Hearing the Word. 

Wiilche Lord do bring it intofome fad affliGion 5 now a 
Han begins to think, I remember what my Father fpake 
Mb me once, and Iregardedic not then: Now this feed, 
Wy hich was caft when the child was young, it fhall {pring 
peventy Yeats after. ohh 2.22. Chrifthad fard, He 


} 


Wbould deftroy the Temple, and raife it again in three dayes 3 


Mlow when he was vifen fromthe dead, his difciples remem- 
ited that which he had (pokento them, but they regarded 
fa aot before 3 Thefe things, faich Chrift, have I (poken ta 
i| Mares I was with yous but when the comforter is come, 
Ip fball bring all thefe words to your remembrance that I have 
Wid unto you. One fentence irmay be that hath difcover- 
Py} a mans fin, iclieshid; but when the time of ripening 
ty-aws near,you fhal fee the word will have marvelous ine 
Wa eafe ; and that fin ic may be will bring tomind twenty 

fies 5 and chat promife of God which gives but a licrle 

T bifolation, confider’d init felf, ic fhall give marvelous ’ 
Wpnfolation. One would wonder to fee what one word 

illde, when che Lords time of bleffing it is come. 

1) 2. After thaca Chriftian hath had the feeling of the 

Wancacy of the word, he may lofe the feeling ofit again, 

Wad yer the being of it may remain; and the reafon is this, 

irtly becanfe there is not alwayes need of feeling the 

axe efficacy inthe word. A man may have by the word 

Mamarvelous deal of affurance of Gods love, and fenfe of 


(ferward ic fprings up and gives him peace. But he lofes 
I peace again, his Sun do’s fet, andit is midnight with 


Wach him within twenty four hours, and he is as much 
che dark as before ; Now the being of this peace is 
Bere, buthe hath no need of the feeling of it at all rimesy 
WE Lord he will referve that tillfome time of entation, 
fee he fhall meet withall. As Paul, he had marvel- 
Tis Revelations 5 but Pau/had more need of humiliation, 
‘Man exaltation 5 and there was not tharufe of Pau:s ha- 
Tig chofe glorious manifeftationsto him 5 Twill glory in 
infirmities : There was need for Paul to know the 
Mis of his heare, that he might walk humbly 5 and ir did 
Wt make fo much for the glory of the Lord, as this, chac 
Biv! fhould fay, Uhave this mifery aud darknels, and fins; 
H yer Jefus Chrift he will rake away all + There was 

| need for Paul to have thofe joyesat all times, that he 
bac one time, Sothe Lord he givesa Chriftian joy 
Were H 2 and 
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Of Ineffectual Hearing theVVord. — | 
‘and peace, now there isnoneed fora Chriftian to hav, 
‘italwayes. I will pour floods of water on dry ground: 
' Yoved, if there fhould be nothing bur rain, rain ev 
ry day and night,the ground would be glutted with raix | 
and fo rorned into a puddle*but when the land is dry am, 
thirfly, now the ground hath need of rain: Let th] 
Earth make ufe of that rain ic hath: and when itis di| 
and thirfty, I will give more, faith the Lord. §) 
the Lord he gives the foul joy and peace; Now, if it fhoul 
continue, the very peace and joy of God, would nort’ 
pleafant to the foul; or atleaft, not fo pleafanc as/, 
willbe, whenthe Lordtakesit away, and gives it th 
foul again. A Chriftians comes ro the meeting-houfe, an, 
‘the Lord fills the failes ofa poor foul, that he wonder, 
the Lord fhould meet him, and {peak fo fuitably to hi : 
But as foon as he is gone out again, this is the complaint 


the foul, all is loft again 5 nowche foul it fals a mon | 
ning agai. It is not for the glory of God to give th 
"foul fach peace out of his Ordinances, as he doth in them 
the foulir would not prize the Ordinances of the Lor. 
fomuch 5 yetthereiris 5 and when they come agai 
the Lord, heeither gives them the fame refrefhings ;, 
gain, or elfe there isa new fpring. a 
3-The erernall efficacy of the word and voyce of Gor 
itmay be preferved in aninternall fpiric of prayer, ft 
the continuance of ic while he hach it, and for the t 
turn ofic when it isloft. Pfalm. 119. 4, 5. Fhou ha: 
commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently. David he kne’ 
his own weaknefs, yet he intimates with what power. 
came on his heart: Oh that my foul were directed to keep ti 
ftatutes; When the foul fees the beanty ofa comman: 
and the good will of God, how {weet itis, and how am, 
able the way and work of Ged is; Oh that my heart we, 
directed to keep thy ftatutes.. And fo whenitis gone, Phe 
63.3. My foul thirfleth after thee, Lord, faith David, th 
Imay fee thy glory and power,. asI have feen thee int 
fanéiuary. He doth not fay, that I may fee thy glo. 
and power in thy fan@vary, though that might be too5n! 
butthat Imay fee thy glory and power, asi have feen th 
in thy fanluary. David he did find a want of feeing hi, 
ashe had done 5 yet the vertue of irdid remain in aff 
rit ofchirfting, and defire: My foul thirrfteth for the 
as inadry land where no water is, that I may fee thee. _ 
Ghriftian may have at fome time {uch a glimpfe(in heat 
Ly 
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| «Of Ineffeual Heariz g the VVord. 
the word) of Gods grace, of the exceeding riches of 
Gods grace, and the love of Gedto him, that he may — 
pein a lirtle heaven at that times ravifhed in the admiira- 
i. ofthat mercy, tharever God fhould look. co him. Jet 
fo’, and the word fayes fo, andthe foul is ravifhed 
avith wondermentatit 5 yer God is gone again, aad the 
Mul lofes ic. Now the foul thinks, 1 have loft the efficacy 


ja’ Gods word, butit is not fo; for thus ic may be 
tad al i Oh that I may fee this Ged as I have done: 


end all his life-time the foul may find the-want of this, 
ja: yet it.may be ‘preferved ina fpirit of prayer. For whem 
\jre Lord ‘hath given oncea glimpfe of his glory; the 
mul ic cannot bearreft, brit ic breacheth for more of thar 
\gercy and ‘prefence 5 a Chriftian may find his fpi- 
gt marvelloufly refrefhed:at the word, he may tafte: 
44 good the Lord is; and he may lofe it again; but this 
ay be’prelerved in a {Birit of longing after this God, and 
Jarefence again.” And I will fay this, Brethren, A 
| Pao may find no good by the word to his appré- 
mentions he fees the admirable bleffed eftate of the Saints, 
id exceeding riches of God in Chrift,fées the fweeraels of 
le waies ofGod;gocs home & thinks within himfelf,Hap- 
| y they that arein this condition: Bleffed are they that 
| m walk thus with God ; Bur I cannot, faith the fonl- 1 
y it may finditthus, when he cannor find the reall ef- 
lacy of the word.as he would do3 he may receive she 
mnefit of chat word, ifthe Lord do but only give hima 
part to defire it. « Oh chat the Lord would but thus ma- 
ac{thimfelf to me; the: fonlmay go away poor and 
Ipagry from the word, and che Lord may yer refervea’ 
facie of chirfling after that good which a man defires to 
fad; and there isthe éfficacy of the wordthere. 
gAs now there are two golden veflels ; one aman fills, 
Wid. it. is every day dropping, and he preferves it; ano- 
| eeveffel he do’s nor fill,but with fomthing thar he hath, 
Mh is'every day widening of it. So fome Chniftians, 
Re Lord he’s a filling of them; others, the Lord he do’s 
Ma: Gil them with fuch peace and joy 5 ay, but though the 
fardis not filling of them, he isa widening of them: 
i | tre is fuch a vercue that the Lord do’s enlarge tne heart 
acl fecret defires and longings after more of Gods grace, 
Bai Chrifts: The Lord he faich, 1 intend to make rhis 
an a veflell of glory 3 and I intend he fhall havea greac 


Bhi of gloryand peace at the laft. The Lord he lcav-s 
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he enlargeth the heart; Open thy month wide,¢y I will fill. ity 

4c A Ghriftian may, have. the, everlafting efficacy-« 
the word and voice of God preferved ina fpirit of thanh; 
fulneffe and Jove to the Lord , for thofe joys, and goo) 
that ic finds by the word fometimes. When it feels thi, 
the {weer aind favour of the word is goneya fpirit of thank 
fulneffe and love tothe word: that: dothi remains TR 
Lord he preferves the efficacy of the word in this wa), 
Pfal.119.-9- I fhall, faith David, then praife thee with.u\ 
vightnefle of heart, when I fhall have learned thy righted; 
judgements. The Lord he may. teach his people hi 
xighteons judgements 3. and the favour-and feeling, an; 


firength ofthem to their feeling may be gone, and yet} 
is preferved ina fpiriteof thankfulncffe and praife, chi 
ever che Lord fhould fhew ic fuch mercy. When ih 
Spirit is gone,the fpirit of love an thankfulneffe remainy 
‘As now aman hath heard the word, the Lord he hafj 
effectually wrought on him, and changed his heart, a 
drawn him ro himfelf 5 a Chriftian it may be he may lo) 
thofeforrows and humiliations, and the remembrance 


thofe things yet there remaineth to his dying day this Sp; 
ric, he bleflech God, and wondereth atGod, that evi 
he fhould make the word effe@uall; that he fhould lea) 
fomany thoufands in the world , and caft his skire OV| 
him, aod fay tohim, Live 5 this do’s remain ftili. 1 
Brethren, the Lord do’s fomerimester light into a ma| 
mind to difcover his fin: now this lightit do’s not fen: 
bly overcome the power of fin : ‘Bue now the foul ble 
feth God for that word which hath convinced it5 hac 
never feen my fin, faith the foul, 1 fhovld never a foug| 
_ for power againft it, and pardon ofits'and this contint! 
now, and cannot but continue ; here is the efficacy-of ti 
word, the word of Gods grace; though the: flower ol; 
be gone, yet there is an eternal power of the word; th 
the foul can fay, Ithath come tome, and helped me: 
gainft thefe fins; and the foul wonders at the Lord,} 
fhould be fo much as iris: So again,a Chriftian he fir 
marvellous refrefhings and affedion whiles he isa h’ 
ring ; when he is gone away, he finds nor the fame, | 
he bleffeth God for thofe affections he finds, and the 
remains an eternall efficacy of the word. 3 
s. The eternall efficacy of the word, it may be an 
preferyed, by nourifhing, increafing and reftoring) 

, | ; 
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«Of Ineffeual Hearing the Word, 
| w man that is eternall: There is a double efficacy that 
je word harh; the firitis to beget aChriftian to life, 
Wid this new manis eternall. -I'conceive all the actions 
jpthe new man may be fufpended, and the increafings of 
ie new creature may be decayed, though God doth re- 
Ww itagain: But thisnever do’s decay, it never dies: 
Ma that is bornof God cannot fin, becaufe he 1s born of Gods 
f d becaufe the fed of God remains in him. ‘ee 
M2. There is Efiicacy inthe word when it hath begot-- 
‘, f a man to nourifh himup 3; and fo the word iris food - 
if him, that wasteed to him to beget him, which food is 
Wernall. How Ysiteternal ? Isicinchis, thar now the 
iMircemeffe, favotir and remembrance of every thing that 
tiich refrefh him, fhall laft nic felf? No, butin this re- 
Meir is cte:nall, “in that it leavech its fecree verrue in 
Beeutiibing of rhat which is erernall. Asnow Adam 
ql "hen he was in immocency, and had an immortal! body, 
ts food it fhould have been an immortall food to him3 
flit how fhould that have been? fhould he alwayes have 
lifiid the fame firength, from the fame diet, which he ate 
ting before ? No, but in this refpect it fhould have been’ 
f peactall food to him, in that it was to nourifh that 
@hich was to be eternal: So itis here, che word of Gods 
Mace ir begets aman, it humbles a man, and draws the 
‘ roChrift ; but afcerwards, there aremany things 
Jat God {peaks to the foul in the word,that hath an eter- 
ivertue, m that it doth nourifhup thenew creature; 
if word hatha fecret vertue in it for this end.I wil fhew 
jay ouchus; I/a.58.11. The Lord he profeffes to his people 
y foul fhal be as a water’d garden,theLord wil makerhe 
bls of his people like watered gardens,in peace, and joy, 
iad life. Now look as if fobe Trees by water or by fome 
facings that run by it, and flide away, aud ye cannot tel}, 
Which itis chat makes them-to grow 5 yet ye know this, 
ere is in all of chem joyned together, a fecrer infenGble 
brtue ; that every one of them addes fomething tothe 
purifhing of rhe Tree : So itis here, the Saints of God, 
Me word of Godit comestorhem, and pafies by them 5 
Mid ye cannot tell whether this part or thac part ofthe 
fgord leave any vertue, but many times a man feclsno 
Wertue 5 yet iris manifeft, here ts a flourifhing Chriftian, 
reisheart, and life , and peace thatit hath wirh God, 
gydthe foul it remains flourifhing 5 there is a fecret vet- 
ic, all the words thatran by and pafie by the fouls of 
1 H 4 Gods 
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Of Incffeiual Hearing the Word, — 
Gods people, they do leave a marvellous vertue, to mal 
the foules of Gods people like watered gardens, an 
increafe in grace. Note itby rhe way you that live u 
the means. of grace, your fouls (ball be, like watered 
deus if God have {poken to you firft or Jaft, the Lc 
fpeaks many timesto you, fomctimes affeGing, and fom i} 
times warning , fometimes convincing .and humbling): 
and {peaking Peace, andthere is avestug. that remaine®)) 
andifye find icnot, know thar God haga net fpoken toy) 
you. — sala stat cats nee 

6. The eternall efficacy of the word may he preferved)| 
in a power of Conflict again{tthe power of fin.: for there-) 
in the Lords power of the Word does principally apey 
pear in thislife, though not ina power of yidtory, J mes 
a.compleac vidtory,vetan imperfedt and incompleat vidtes}| 
ry, there ever is Grft or latt. where everthereisa pows 
er of Conflid. Imean thus, the Werd at fingles aman) 
out, and fpeaks tohis hearr, & fer¢hinpat variance wit 
hisfin, and with himfelffer his fn, andhe joynes fide) 
with Ged in the ufe of all meanes, thathis unbeli.ving) 
heart and proud Spirit may be fubdueds itfers him at vars 
riance wich h< fin; now there is many a Ghriftian chinks: 


f 


~thereis no power ofthe Word: ch my unbelief ae 


nues {till aed my vain mind,and | can find litle flrengtig, 
no, ye miftnoe look for a power of compleat yidtory, Dati 
yet there isa power of Confi&; God he fers the foul: 
at an everlafling diflance wich his fix, never to be ree: 
enciled, and looks tothe Lord, that hy his Word and: 
Spirit he would fubdue them, thar fo he may fee the death; 
of chem, & he fides with the Lord in che ufe ef all means, 
comes to ihe Word, aud comes to Prayer, and fajes 
Speak again my fip,cord;Lord,wafte rhefe dittempers: 
fo the foulisehus atvartance with his fia, although fh 
f-mptspions do g¢ twind and hill of Lim, he goes aaiky 
aid torhem again: andathough he peritheth, and never) 
havé merey-from the Lerd,yct, Lord, thacl may never fin) 
againftthee more, helpther¢gfere, Lord , by chis pros 
mife, aad mercy and means, and here he keeps him, and’ 
here he holds. Truly, brechren, here isan erernall ver 
tue, and {och a vercue as qo hypocrites have, thar have: 
fome fling af con(cience, and alter they have fome peacey 
they are ar truce, wich their fins. No, there is an evet=; 
lafting confli@ and warfare, and ! do affure: you there is 
an everlafling power gone forth, Mat. 12. 20, ce | 
SE pile dente sheet ge Set id 


| Of Incffediual Hearing theVVord, 

ill aot break the bruifed reeed, nor quench the {moaking flax, 
Weiudzement come to victory; Therefore there may be 
Tdgement, butic may nor come tovidory, there may. 
1: fmoak and fire , and it may almoft go out, -and the 
Jord he blowes it up again,and at the latt, though ic 


- weak and little, and he think with _himfelf he fhall 
. be get firength again, yet the Lord will give viGory in. 
stime. | we pat 3 | 
Only be cautious here 51 told you there is an incom- 
leat vidtory, the Lord never fets his people at variance 
Oh ich their fin,buc they have vitory,but it’s an incompleat 
‘Gory; Saith the Lord , Iwill drive out the Hittites, and 
pnaanites, and Perixzites before you, but I will do it. by 
ttle and little. There is many a Chriftian chat findes 
Vithin himfelfa Spirit of warfare againft his fin, and did 

examin himfelf, he fhould finda Spirit-of victory 5 
] ieee thinkes he hath none becaufe his victory is not 
Siompleat. If he hadaheart fo to. believe as never to 
P§oubr more, and fuch quickning as never to be dead more, 
ever to depart from God more, now I fhould think the 
fivord comes with power; but Ifind chat thefe evils 
Pirevaile againft me. There is many a one does fcorn the 
Piindneffle of Crrift, becaufe he finds not compleat victo- 
Wy, bucdarkneffe remaines ftill, and finfull lufts remain 
Hiill, thereforethe Word doth me no good atall,faich he. 
‘he. Lord he hath given theea Spiritof Conflid, and 
ech {cr chee aran everlafting diftance with thy fin, and 
ce doth give thee fome victory. Beloved, a Chriftian may 
Biecay in the power of the grace of Chrift, which he hatlr 
Pacceived {rcm the Word, and voice of God in the Word, ' 
nd he may decay, and grow toa very low eftate 5 yet he 
hall find this, the Word ofthe Lord hath come with 
ower to him, it will recover his foul again, and fo the 
ficacy of the Word is eternall. Pfalm. 72. itsfaid of 
Thrift, that his People (hall fear himfo long as Sun and 
Pifoon fhall endure, chat is, continually, all their life- 
ime. ir may be faid, there be many that find decay 
f their fervice and obedience, and lofe their fear of 
he Lord, and their dread, and their humble walking 
efore him, He fhall come as the vain on the mowen 
va{fe: many times a Chriftian hath his flourifhing time as 
Pine graffe, but when the graffe is mowen, it isasa dry 
hip} fo the foul it may grow dry, asdryasa chip. Now 
yhere is your fap and fayour? but I cell you, if you belong 
eee fae OO OR Maes ve * 


tothe Lord Jefus, ‘the rain it will fall again, the Word 


| and thas the eternal efficacy of the word does continu 
Ufe 3. 


0 of “Tneffetual Hearing the Y¥ord, 


God fet on by the Spirit of Chrift, it fhall fall upon you 
the rain on the tiowen grafle , and you know that ir 
covers little by ‘little, and puts on a green Coat again, 
Here isthe.eternal love of the Lord Jefus to his People 


ay 
. Ufe is of exhortation. Oh Brethren and belo di} 


in the Lord Jefus, may a.Ghriftian hear the Word of Gat 4 
fpoken, and yet never hear'God {peak ? may he hear | a 
externally and not internally? then reft not in external 
hearing, and with {ome little movings, and affe @ions I 
and ftirrings ofthe Word of Gods grace in hearing. Led! 
not the Word be to you as the found of many waters, and 
anoife, no efficacy of the Word that do rémain en your; 
foules: Brethren and beloved in Chrift, ZJay my finger! 
on thefore in thefe times. ‘Oh the contempt of the. Go-' 
fpel of Chrift, though I believe it: hath its efficacy in F 
fait of the Eleét: chat is che thing that I preffe , « nevet" 
be concent with external hearing, though thou mayeft 
have fome affection, and know new things, unleffe ie 
_ findthe Lord fpeaking with an erernall efficacy to thy! 
foul. Iconceive two things are to be done, that the 
word may come with an everlafting efficacy 5 although 
fomething is tobe done by Minifters; that is, to preach 
truch, and Gofpel-truth, ferch’t from heaven with many 
prayers,& foaked truth with many tears. Ye fhall know ther 
truth,¢y that truth fhal make you free. Convicting trath, We: 
preach, faith the Apoftle, in the demonftration of the Spirit. 
The Spirit of God when he commeth, be convinceth the world 
offin. Let Miniftes do fo. Preach convincing truth andi 
Gofpel-truth, ferch’d from heaven, and bathed in beau 
Oh brethren, let the fire burn clear, let there nott 
more {moak’ than fire, irwill never come with powe 
then 5 convincing Gofpel-truth, fet on by the dementia 
tion ofthe Spirit of the Lord, and this will fec a Chriftian! 
at liberty; there is never fuch a Sermon that the faithe 
ful ones of God preach to you 5 ific come nor witha 
power toloofen you and call you home ; it comes with. : 
power to blind you: itis an ax atthe root of the Trees. 
but Ileavethis. What means ongnt, the people to ufe, 
thatthe Word of God-may come with efficacy? He} 
Them that-arein their unregenerate eftate, the Lord’ 


~ only knows how «co work on their hearts 5 tiney malt 


come co the outward means .I (peak tothe Sains of Gods 
I 


- 
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Of Ineffetiual Hearing the VVord., 
eave others co the infinite mercy of the Lords It is nét 
') him that willeth or runneth, but in. the Lora that fheweth 
) ercy-, “In the ufe of-means:, 
) x. Means. Donot only fee thy-infirmities and weak- 
'i-fes,but pray to God to give thee a heart bleeding under 
efenfe of thy many infirmities. Many times men flighe 
em, and are not fenftble of them; Zdonor fay wicked- 
#: Mes and wilfulneffes, but thy infirmities and weaknel- 
sy get a heart mourning under them, A Chriftian 
| made up of infirmities and weaknefles, a man 


‘auild> smoc think: there is’ chat in another , which - 


e knows by himfelf.. Oh brethren, labour fora broken 
part in the (enfe of your many infirmities and weaknef- 
s, darkneffe and enmity, vanity and unfavonrineffe; the 
ord will have his time to fpeak to fuch‘a foul.» Breakup 
be fallow ground of your hearts, — left my wrath break. 


iit withfire : the Lord hath promifed ‘to dwell with the — 
Bioy and contrite. Look asit was with our Saviour Chrift, 


e brought the fick and the lame ones to him, and yer- 
e;went out from Chrift to heal them all. Bring thy 


fick and blind heart to-Chrift, and vertue’ fhall go forth 


pyom Chrift co heal it. 


Si 2. Draw near to God in the Word 5° by looking onit as 


q 
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[od {peaking to thee, We are far from God, and there- 
pre we cannot hearhim: draw near“to him when you 


Miome to the external) Word, when’ you come to 
Bear the Word, ‘heat it as the'voyce of God; 
Nou beard the Word asthe Word of God , which you felt in 
fou. I donot fpeak that the foul fhould take every thing 


hat Minifters {peak as the Word of God, but thar which 
» the Word of God, take itas God {peaking Iam not 
bleto expreffe the infinire unknown fweetneffe, and 
mercy, and prefence of God , that you fhall find thus 
omming. I know it isa common truth, but I am not a- 
hamed totell you, Ihave not for may a year under- 


| Jtood = this truth, and I fee bur little ofit yet 5 ye have 
Fheardofir, bur ye do not underftand what it is co hear 


sod fpeaking. When God hath an intent toharden a 
mans heart and to damn him, either he fhall have a pre- 
udice againft the man, or elfe if he hath’ not a prejudice 


igainft che man, there isafecret loathing of the truth, - 


‘In regard of the commands ofit, and that is all, and the 


Lord he hardens, and blinds, and prepares for erernall 
rain, -allthe mer inthe world by this means, that i 
under 


1 Thef. 2:3° ; 


a Proy. 3 


i ' - Ver. 22. 
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-under the : 
| mmel heard a veyce, but he heard it nor as ‘fpoken |) 


and now the Lord opens all hismindto him. © ' 2 /! 
» 3- Donor traft tothe external word. It is a heavend’ 


-of God in it, and the Spiricof God in Chrift to fet on chy! 


Mf Ineffeiwal Hearing theVVord. 


means: | When the Lord fpake to Samuel, & 


1 


God,but when he took Elies counfel, and faw it wasti| 
Lord that fpokes now he liftens to rhe voice of the Lor 


| 
|! 


f 


earth to hear the word exalted, a glorious thing to he 
the word of Godias Gods wordsbut truft to the free grat 


Word. When they brought the Jame, and blind, and ha|' 
to Chrift, they locked for. the Word and the Power of! 
Speak the Word, Lord, and thy fervants fhall be whole 4" 
bring you blind, lame, and. halr fouls:to. Ghrift, and troy’ 


, to the free grace of the:Lord Jefus Chrift.: The Work of ti 1 


Lovd it hall peofper-imbis hand fo the Word of the Lor!’ 
it fhall profper in his handalfo. ee | 
-\ Laftly, fo feek the Lord, and fo hear the Word, fo fe 
the truth, and fo hear the truth, as that you lay up vol | 
Ahappineffe ia this.world, in clofmg with the truth anc 
with che word. Brethren, whar is a mans happinefs imhea! 
yen, burro clofe, with. God and Chrifi? J cannot come t’ 
God now, the moft that Ican have of.God now.is inhi. 
word 5. if it be happinefs in heaven‘to.clofe with God it! 
Chrift, tculy then it isa mans happineffe to. clofe wit!’ 
God in his word on earth; andifit be your happinefs,lay 
up your happinefs in it. Afy fon, faith Solomon, if thou will 
hear my words,let.them not depart from thine eies; keep then' 
in thy middeft of thy heart;.placethy happinefs in them. Sc 
fhalithey belifetothy foul. Neverctheletie Brethren, leta’ 
mans foul be ferupon anything in the world, when he’ 
comes to hear, befides the word ; ifhe lay not. up’ 
his happineffe in clofing with the word truly, the word’ 


1 
| 


* it willbe like afongro him. The Prophet Ezekiel tells’ 


them,Their hearts were gone after their covetoufnefs: When: 
a man comes tohear a Sermon, there is a Sermon 
and the Market, there is aSermon anda friend to fpeak' 
withall; andfomany young people will go abread’ to 
hear. Sermons; What isthe end ofit ? It is, that yee 
may get wives and husbands many of you}; butit is not’ 


( 


yout bleffednefle toclofe with the Lord inhis word. I 


have known fome men that have hada diflafte againft ' 


the truth of the Lord 5 and J have known them for ' 
many a day, they have not bee able to underftand the: 
truth of the Lord. When it fhall. be thus with a man, ' 


that 
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Hic a mans heart is fet on fomerhing elfe befides the 
ibrd of the Lord, that it is not my happineffe to clofe 
ch the truth of the Lord; fuch a man fhall never under- 
fudthe truth of the Lord. Though the word be fweet 
you fometimes, ifyour bleffedneffe. do nor lye in 
is, toenjoy God 5 Oh this Gofpel. of God, and thefe 

Pimmands of God, that your bleffedneffe do: not lye 

Hicleaving to the Lord in his word 3 Ifay , it isa cer- 

Bn truth, you fhall be blinded and harned by the word: 

Iprhereis aRules; Whatfoever a mans hearcis fet on, 

iy his. chiefeft. good, the prefence of that good it 

Himes with power: Sohere, the precious Gofpell of 

fprift, when the prefence of it commands the heart, no- 

Jang is good enough forir, and it clofeth with ir, and 

i! th Chritt in ic. 

i I befecch you therefore, Beloved in Chrift, fer 

on the ufe of thefe meanes, think within your felves , 

What if the Lord had left me without the word? J will 

jj) youwhat ye would have been, Look upon thefe 

i) or Indians, herds of Beafts; look upon others on theic 

ic-benches, enemiesto the Lord, fuch a one thou had{t 

igen. 

i This bleffed word and voyce of God, every tittle 

it coftthe blood of Chrift 3 written allthe lines of it 

| the blood of Chrift.. Oh, make much of it, and it will 

ake much of you 5 it will comfort you, and ftrengthen 

‘bu, and revive you; & ifthe word come not with power, 

H (hall be under the power of fomerhing elfe; ifnor 

Ider the power ofthe werd, then underthe power 

|Afome luft. Whatisthe reafon thatthefe poor crea- 

ices, chat are come tothe tryall for life and death , thac 
live fallen into fuch finnes as were never heard of? 

Wa hat is the reafon that they are under the power of 

‘Macir lufts 2 Iwill tell you what Solomon faith, My fon, 

Wd wifdome enter into thy heart, and difcretion be pleafant 
thy foul, it fhall keep thee from the firange woman, and 
ful companion. If it be pleafant, here is the reafon,the 
ord of Gods grace irnever came with power or if it 
me with power, powerlefs rhe word of Gods grace 
ith been to them 3 and becaufe.it hath not come with 
pwer, the Lord hee hath given them over to che 
pwer oftheir lufts, and finfull diftempers. Oh Brethren, 
aly I cannot fee how any man can maintain any 
idence of Gods ele¢ting love, that fhall heat ane 

cary 
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hear, and good dayes mend him not, nor bad dayes pag 
him ; that can commend a Sermon, and fpeak of ic but 
tliat efficacy isnot known to.him, neither doth he moural| 
for the want of ics butthe eternall efficacy thereof iga\| 
firanger roit. 1 Thef. 1. §. Knowing, faith the Apoftlé 
your Eleéhion of God; How did he know it?: For, faith Rg) 
Our Gofpel came not to.you in word, but in power ; ye will rg 
joyce'the hearts of your Minifters, when the word co 
with power. Lec me fay this, and fo I conclude. a 

I remember the Lords threatning 5 Iwill take away the 


| 
flaffe of bread, and yefhalleat , and fhall not befatisfieds 


| 


a | 


when the Lord fhall ler men have the word, when the 
Lord fhall not take away the word, but the flaffe of che 


word. Suppofe you poor Parents, Fathers, and Mothers 
your Families fhould have good Corn, but when yao | 
come to eat it, no ftrength at all, bur ye dye and wea 
away; and’others that are about you, they have planted | 
the fame Corn, and eatand are fatisfied 5 What will ye 
do in this cafe 2 You wouldfer apart a day of fafting and 
prayer, and fay, Good Lord, whata curfe is upon me 9 
my poor children are dying before me, others have th¢ 
fiaffe of Corn 3 bur my Family have no ftrength at all. ¥¢ 
wou'd mournif it were thus with your poor Cattell. Of 
for poor Creatures to have che words but the efficacy @ 
it tobe taken away; no bieffing, no power at all. O@ 
poor Creatures, g0 and fay! Ohthe curfe of God that lieg, 
on tne, the wrath of God that lyes on my fervants, itis @ 
heavy plague. But Oh the {weetneffe and excellency & 
it, when a Chriftian fhall find everlafting yertue and cf 
ficacy conve yed to him by the word. 4 
“ST AJl you that are before the Lord this day, ye fhall fee 
an‘tnd ofall perfe&ion 5 but eternal things are not they 
worth fomething ? You fhall fee anend of all delights 
aiid contentments; bur this fhall comfort you when you. 
dre a dying, that the word which you attended upon the 
Lord in, {uch peace, and fuch confolations I have found 
by ics and the efficacy of that wordthenremaines with 
you; nay, goes’ to’ heayen with you. I commend yo@ 
therefore to the word of his grace, whichisableto butld you 
up unto an eternall inheritance amongft them that are fandlifie 
ed, As 20. 325° % 
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